LIFE'S LESSONS LEARNED THROUGH HARD WORK AND BASEBALL
[image: image1.jpg]



Students at Triple Play's "Xplode Into Baseball" Clinic with

Owner Joe Iannucci , First Selectman Raymond Baldwin, Jr,

Minnesota Twins Pitcher, Craig Breslow

First Selectman Raymond Baldwin, Jr., Economic Development Director, Deborah Evans Cox, and Commercial Broker David Gorbach recently welcomed Triple Play to town.  To celebrate its new 13,000 s/f facility, the baseball skills improvement center, invited Minnesota Twins pitcher Craig Breslow to speak to their "Xplode into Baseball" clinic participants. 
Breslow described his journey in professional baseball as being filled with moments of pride as well as moments of large disappointment.  "I've learned valuable lessons along the way; ones that can be learned here at Triple Play."  He knows first hand because he practices at Triple Play every day during off season. "For example, when you make an error, you can't give up.  You have to learn from those errors, and you have to work hard to correct them.  Sometimes, it causes you to search your soul, to figure out what's really going on," Breslow said.    
He told the students, "Hard work is critical. My experiences in baseball have also helped to keep me humble as well as build character and appreciate all that I have going for me. These are all important components of success in life."
Former Masuk High School Coach, Joe Iannucci, founded Triple Play six years ago in Bridgeport.  Most area little league teams use Triple Play to help strengthen their players' skills.  Iannucci believes this is not just because of the batting cages and various pitching and skills building machines, but also because Triple Play's coaches are professional coaches who teach baseball skills for a living in schools and other venues.  "They truly know what they are doing with these students," says Iannucci.  Triple Play's coaches also provide free clinics for selected students, based on need.   

Triple Play's mission is "to provide young ballplayers with the "next level" skills to guide them toward success, not only on the playing field, but throughout the game of life."  Iannucci believes that baseball is very personal and real-life.  "Think about it," he said. "You're up at bat three times, and the spotlight is on you.  You can't quit when you make an error.  You will have more failures than successes in baseball. You learn to deal with those failures, and you learn to work hard to build proper technique so that you can reduce the likelihood of failure.  This helps build confidence.  That's life," stated Iannucci.  "The dollars will be there in the end of the product is good – not the opposite way around."
For more information on Triple Play facilities, clinics, and the Xplosion Baseball Travel Team, go to www.tripleplayct.com, or call 371-8893.

