
 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
                                            MARCH 11, 2013 
                                            7:00 P.M. 

Town Hall 
 
Call to order 
 
Public Comments 
          Fallen Heroes Chairman 
          Samantha Holmes – National Child Awareness Month Nature Hikes 
          Sports Groups – Spring Schedule Requests 
 
Acceptance of Minutes 
 
Correspondence 
     
Old Business 
               
New Business  
                 
Budget Review 
 
Park Assignments/Committee Reports  
 
Superintendent’s Report 
      
Recreation Director’s Report 
      
Any other business which might rightly come before this Commission 
 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
  
PLEASE CONTACT CLERK  AT (203) 261-0129 IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND.  



 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       Contact:          Beverly J. Morgan, APR 
               Director of Public Relations 
        bmorgan@festivalofchildren.org 
                                                 714-438-3247 

 

Youth Service America and Festival of Children Foundation  

Collaborating on Nationwide Youth Ambassadors Program 

in Honor of National Child Awareness Month, September 2012 

Youth to receive funding, training and resources for service campaigns that create 
positive change in the lives of young people; nominations open through July 22 

 
Costa Mesa, Calif.  –Festival of Children Foundation and YSA (Youth Service America)  are 
collaborating on the National Child Awareness Month Ambassador Program.  Beginning in 
September 2012 in recognition of National Child Awareness Month, the newly-created national 
initiative offers exceptionally service-minded teens and young adults the funding, training and 
resources to lead large-scale service projects that create positive change in the lives of young 
people. 
 
The National Child Awareness Month Ambassador Program will engage youth leaders to develop 
large-scale campaigns around child welfare issues in their own communities. Fifty-one Youth 
Ambassadors, ages 16 to 22, will be selected: one per state, plus the District of Columbia. Youth 
Ambassadors craft campaigns that address specific, demonstrated child welfare issues in their 
communities, such as access to affordable healthcare, the drop-out crisis or child safety laws. 
 
Now in its fifth year, National Child Awareness Month is an initiative spearheaded by Festival of 
Children Foundation to raise awareness about issues affecting children and encourage the 
nation’s youth to take action.  The Youth Ambassadors Program begins in September - during 
National Child Awareness Month – with a two-day training in Washington, D.C., at which the 
Ambassadors will begin planning their service projects. Youth Ambassadors will return to their 
home states to execute their campaigns, mobilizing their peers, engaging media and public 
officials, and raising awareness around their issue area.   In addition, Youth Ambassadors 
receive: 
 

 A $1,000 grant to develop and implement a large-scale service project that addresses a 
specific child welfare issue in his or her home state 

 

 Ongoing training and project support, and networking opportunities with other Youth 
Ambassadors across the country 

 

 -A platform for their cause or issue-area 
 
“National Child Awareness Month Ambassadors will have a unique opportunity to create change 
and serve as the leaders of today.  As a group of 51 incredible young leaders, the Youth 
Ambassadors will form a powerful national network of young people who raise their collective 
voice as advocates for children. We applaud Festival of Children Foundation for their leadership 
in National Child Awareness Month,” said Steven A. Culbertson, President and CEO of YSA.   
 



“Our children are the greatest legacy that our nation can invest in. National Child Awareness 
Month is an effective tool to increase awareness of the needs for children in our country,” added 
Sandy Segerstrom Daniels, Founder and Executive Director of Festival of Children Foundation. 
 
Organizations, community groups and adult mentors may nominate youth ages 16 to 22 to 
represent their state and serve as a Youth Ambassador. Nominations are open through July 22, 
2012. For additional program and eligibility requirements, or to nominate a young person, visit 
www.YSA.org/grants. 
 

### 

 



Samantha Holmes 
National Child Awareness Month Proposal: 
Nature Hikes: guided tours designed for children between the ages of 7 to 10. I would go 
with an adult and lead these hikes. Before the hikes, I would like to ask the children quick 
tick trivia such as, “what is a tick? Can ticks hurt us? What can we do to keep ticks away 
from us?” And I will ask the same questions at the end of the hike and (hopefully!) 
they’ll be able to answer the questions correctly and confidently. Also, they will be given 
a little anti tick kit with a pamphlet, pencil, and sticker to remember what they have 
learned. At the end, they can sign a large poster saying that they will work to be Lyme 
free.  
Presentations:  B.L.A.S.T Lyme disease group of Ridgefield and The Norwalk River 
Watershed Association have both offered to assist in presentations. Concise power points 
will help to effectively spread the message. They can be accompanied by activity books 
such as (). If the facility holds a screening area, there also educational videos about Lyme 
disease that are designed for children.  
Anti-Tick Garden: Plants such as lavender, lemon grass, geranium, and pyrethrum have 
all been proven to repel pests such as fleas and ticks. On April 26-28, I would like to 
establish a garden with the aforementioned plants in order to have a sustainable 
representation of the Lyme Disease Awareness project.  
 
Join high school student, Samantha Holmes, Award winner of the 
 National Child Awareness Month Ambassador Program, for an educational series of childrens 
hikes. Learn tick safety, and awareness, and about local plants, so that children can enjoy 
the great outdoors more safely. Check website for hike dates soon! Recommended for 
ages 7-10 and parents 
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