
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 15, 2012 

 
The Regular monthly meeting of the Commission was convened at Town Hall at 7:03 p.m. with the 
following in attendance: 
 
  Robert Ferrigno (Presiding)   Vincent  Lipinski 
  Micholas Bragano    Kevin Bellows 
  Richard Moore    Marie Petitti 
  Nancy Walsh     Anthony Chmielewski 
 
  Also, Dmitri Paris, Parks Superitendent 
            Mary Markham, Recreation Director 
            Lynn Dellabianca, Animal Control Officer   
 

Guests:  
 Mike Curley, 49 Parkway Drive, Babe Ruth Contractor (Tarantino) Rep. 

Jo Ann Gregor, 277 Park Lane, TDOG President 
   Louise Nestor, 65 Woodridge Circle, TDOG   
 
Public Comments: 
  
Mike Curley, Babe Ruth and Little League Field Rehabilitations: 

• Sod was installed and being watered-down by water trucks. 
• Babe Ruth field drained well after recent storm. 
• Water in front of the dug outs will be addressed. 
• Water needed to be turned off at Unity Park to address complications with the water lines. 
 
• Little League #3 Field – Re-Crowned, new clay will be added with completion within one week. 
• Third base side fencing will be added at dug out area to limit activity. 

 
Indian Ledge Park Dog Park Discussion: 
Concerns at the Dog Park expressed by the TDOG representatives are dead tree branches and an 
18/24 inch opening between bottom of fence and chip line on one side.  
 
Lynn Dellabianca, Aniomal Control Officer, stated that if dogs cannot be controlled by their owners, 
they should leave the area; and, best interest for the Dog Park would be to limit area to neutered dogs. 
Rangers and Animal Control Officer work in conjunction to assist TDOG in enforcing rules and 
ordinances at the Dog Park. 
 
Commissioner Petitti didn’t think neutered versus non-neutered dog makes a difference at Dog Park.  
Most people using the Park have them neutered…unless breeding.   
 
Animal Control Officer upon question said other dog parks require dogs be neutered.  She has been 
called to the Dog Park a few times recently.  Once, a female spayed dog was being a ‘bully.  Owner was 
asked to leave.  If this type situation becomes a problem, we call for police assistance.  If someone has a 
dog bullying or scaring other dogs, we ask them to leave.   
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Commissioner Lipinski asked how do we just say, dogs not fixed are not allowed?  How big a problem 
is it?  How do we limit the Park to fixed dogs only?   
 
Commissioner Moore said it is his understanding that the 2006 Motion when the Dog Park was 
established  that it is not this Commission’s place to go too deep into their rules. 
 
Commissioner Petitti questioned the Animal Control Officer what works for her.  Animal Control 
Officer said use by neutered dogs best, dogs not altered are more a problem.   
 
Comment by TDOG representative that there are a lot of people from Bridgeport, Monroe, Stratford and 
they are asked to leave and they refuse.  They have the same problem with people bringing children into 
the Dog Park.  Yes, they can call the Park Ranger.   Rangers; however, try to avoid the problems and 
conflicts in the Dog Park.  
 
Comments: 

• Problems occur with bad versus good dog, bad versus good owner and non-residents. 
• How do they enforce their rules without escalating problems and calling the Park Ranger every 

time? 
• We have non-residents in the park at our play fields, at the BMX Track, at the Playground, they 

come into Dog Park. This goes back to enforcement of residency. 
• Could Trumbull resident dogs be given a colorful tag for collar? 
• Dog Park doesn’t  presently have a separate area for neutered and non-neutered dogs.  If decided 

to require this, we can add to rules. 
 
Animal Control Officer recommended limiting the Dog Park to non-neutered dogs; but, was questioned 
as how can you know…?   She said sometimes it’s obvious.  She  can write tickets for nuisances, non-
residents, non-licensed and call Police.  She drives through during the day hours; but, the problems 
come more during late afternoons and evenings when people are in the park. 
  
Chairman thanked the Animal Control Officer and TDOG representatives for their attendance. 
 
MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed to close Guest portion and 
return to the order of the Agenda.  
 
MOTION by Mr. Chmielewski, second Dr. Bellows, unanimously passed to approve the minutes of the 
September 10, 2012 meeting as distributed. 
 
Continued Discussion on Dog Park: 

• Obvious the TDOG organization needs some help controlling problems at the Dog Park. 
• Rangers need to be of assistance when called on problems just as they do at all park facilities. 
• Neutered or Non-Neutered dogs doesn’t seem to be their real problem. 
• Rangers should be able to deal with problems at the dog park consistent with all other park 

facilities. 
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• Superintendent indicate Rangers can enforce Parks rules and regulations and seek assistance of  

Police if necessary; but, TDOG needs to enforce their Dog Park Organization Care and 
Management Rules. They are not getting the cooperation of the people using the Dog Park.  
From the beginning of their opening, it has been their responsibility for the care and management 
of the Dog Park.  They must address and manage what they have assigned to them. 

 
• Consensus of Commissioners is that the Park Superintendent will instruct the rangers to enforce 

Park Ordinances for Dog Park users as done with all other parks facilities. 
 
• Discussion on the ground under the perimeter fencing needs additional wood-chips build-up. If 

TDOG does not have the resources to address this repair, the area should be cordoned off.  They 
could approach a tree company for a wood chips donation and have them spread.  The Town is 
responsible for outside the fence. 
 

MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr.Bragano, unanimously passed that the Park Superintendent 
shall complete a list of safety issues at the Dog Park and submit them for review at our next meeting; 
and the Administrative Assistant shall research the original motions in 2006 giving the TDOG 
Organization use of a parcel within Indian Ledge Park to build their Dog Park for Trumbull residents. 
 
 
BMX Track: 
Superintendent reported that he has been informed by the Director of Health that the BMX Track 
organization has not complied with health issues at the track and will be issued a Cease and Desist on 
their concession operations.  He noted that all our concessions have had to comply with new Health 
standards and codes. 
 
Little League Field #3 Renovations: 
Little League is in process of a full rebuild of the infield at Little League #3 rather than just field rehab.  
Superintendent was not aware of their plan to take that field off-line this season. He will look for a 
quality end result. 
 
Babe Ruth Field Renovations:   
Superintendent expressed concern that the contractor does not have a foreman on site every day of the 
project as liaison between contractor, Babe Ruth and Park Superintendent to avoid mishaps.  We did 
have an irrigation line break and did not get immediate notification.   
 
Fields Contract: 
Concern was expressed on field preparation maintenance for games not always being completed on time 
for play to begin as scheduled.  If first scheduled game starts late, all games following run one to two 
hours later.  Park Superintendent will point out defaults in contract prior to next contract bid 
specifications are set. 
 
Performance Bonds for large events: 
Superintendent reported that during the recent BMX  Nationals, when Indian Ledge Park gate was 
closed, some campers parked their vehicles on the lawn outside the park. It is felt that one of these 
vehicles was responsible for backing into our Indian Ledge Park sign and split it in half.  The sign needs  
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to be repaired at a cost of $1,500 to $1,700.  He approached the BMX organization to have the repair 
accomplished.  They have refused as there is no proof that one of their guests backed into the sign.  
 
Discussion ensued and the Chairman will contact the Town Attorney to provide the means for this 
Commission to require a performance bond in an amount suggested as $10,000 for large events covering 
damage to facilities. 
 
Recreation Basketball: 
Mr. Lipinski noted that we sometimes have parents who scream at the referees.  Recreation Director 
does have a code of conduct  which she will distribute for coaches, parents, referees, etc. to sign. 
 
Nature Center: 
Chairman reported that he attended a meeting on September 27, 2012 with the Town Council Education 
Committee for a discussion on a location for the Trumbull Nature Center.  The Chairman gave a brief 
overview of the study to construct a Nature Center at Twin Brooks Park and the Park Commission’s 
vote to deny use of parkland for that facility.  He noted the cost to build will be costly, projections of 
15,000 visitors per year, 430 bus trips per year and building rentals for catered events, the need for full 
time personnel and multiple part-time personnel and high visitor use and the potential to double its size. 
The Chairman of the Nature Commission said they would be self sufficient and would like to further 
consider use of  
parkland for their facility.  A copy of the minutes of this meeting will be sent to Park and Recreation 
Commissioners. 
 
Pisces Meeting: 
Chairman reported that he attended a meeting will the First Selectman and others concerning the 
scheduling of Pisces at the Hillcrest Pool.  The concern was the loss of one-half hour of swim time for 
Pisces resulting from THS scheduling for time they had in the past.  The Recreation Director said the 
issue resulted when there was a change in the coach who had previously coached both THS and Pisces 
teams and was able to work the time in.  The issue is about to be resolved.  A copy of the minutes of this 
meeting will be sent to Park and Recreation Commissioners.  
 
Superintendent’s Report: 

• Continuing with putting the pool to bed for winter. One more pump to go in. 
• Barn on White Plains Road has been taken down and stored with 80/90 percent of boards saved.   
• Public Works Department will need our department assistance with Leaf Collection and Snow 

Removal. 
 

Historic Cemeteries: 
Superintendent updated the Commission on the Trust Fund for Historic Cemeteries which is under the 
jurisdiction of the Parks and Recreation Commission. Because there is a great number of maintenance 
concerns now within our six historic cemeteries (ie. stone repairs, fence repairs, gates), he requested the 
Commission provide a motion to allow him to utilize this fund to accomplish these needed repairs. 
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MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Dr. Bellows and Mr. Chmielewski, unanimously passed that the 
Parks and Recreation Commission allows the Park Superintendent to access the Historic Cemeteries 
Trust Fund Account to accomplish necessary repairs and maintenance as determined by the Parks 
Superintendent in conjunction with the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
Parlor Rock Park Fountain: 
The fountain basin area has been cleared, masonry re-built with stone placed around the top with plaque 
in place.  The area looks great.  We are ready for Jared Platt and family who have permission to prepare 
a rendering and complete a proposed metal bird structure to be added to the fountain and install two 
benches near the fountain. 
 
Recreation Director’s Report: 

• All programs start this coming Saturday.   
• Basketball has close to 1,200 players. 
• Travel basketball had five each girls and boys teams. 

 
Mr. Chmielewski retired from meeting at 9:20 p.m. 
 

• Discussion returned concerning the starting times of games.  If first scheduled games starts 45 
minutes late, all other games play late. Recreation Director will notify teams that if first 
scheduled game starts late, they must leave when next scheduled team arrives for play.  

 
 

Rail Trail: 
Superintendent noted that the Rail Trail South Project is going to bid shortly.   
Gates along the trail are being fabricated because the orange ballads are damaged and require repair. 
 
 
MOTION to adjourn at 9:25 p.m. by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Joan E. Plouffe 
Clerical Administrative Assistant  
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MOTIONS 
 
 
MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed to close Guest portion and 
return to the order of the Agenda. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Chmielewski, second Dr. Bellows, unanimously passed to approve the minutes of the 
September 10, 2012 meeting as distributed. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr.Bragano, unanimously passed that the Park Superintendent 
shall complete a list of safety issues at the Dog Park and submit them for review at our next meeting; 
and the Administrative Assistant shall research the original motions in 2006 giving the TDOG 
Organization use of a parcel within Indian Ledge Park to build their Dog Park for Trumbull residents. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Dr. Bellows and Mr. Chmielewski, unanimously passed that the 
Parks and Recreation Commission allows the Park Superintendent to access the Historic Cemeteries 
Trust Fund Account to accomplish necessary repairs and maintenance as determined by the Parks 
Superintendent in conjunction with the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
MOTION to adjourn at 9:25 p.m. by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed. 
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