
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
AUGUST 11, 2014 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Commission was convened at Town Hall a 7:00 p.m. with the following in 
attendance: 
 
  Robert Ferrigno (Presiding)   Nicholas Bragano  
  Nancy Walsh     Marie Petitti 
  Richard Moore    Lee DeFusco 
  Vin Lipinski 
 
  Also, 
  Dmitri Paris, Parks Superintendent 
  Mary Markham, Recreation Director 
 
  Guests: 
  Beth Johnson, 8 Frenchtown Road, Trumbull Pop Warner  

Nate Katz, 85 Lincoln Street, Stratford for John Egan, Christian Heritage School.   
  Elizabeth Raccuia, 74 Puritan Road, Trumbull Youth Field Hockey  
  Michael Redgate, 25 Briarcroft Avenue, Trumbull Pisces 
  Ted Chase, 27 Francis Street, Trumbull Lacrosse 
  Ken Martin, 1676 Huntington Turnpike, Trumbull Historical Society 
   
 
Beth Johnson,  Trumbull Pop Warner: 
Requesting permission to add temporary lighting to the Pop Warner practice field at Madison Middle School.  
This is for practice purposes only, it’s the field to the left of the main field.  There are already a couple lights  
there.  The use is for September and October of this year, practices only Mondays through Fridays.  No 
weekends, maximum of two hours per night and the latest possible shut-off time would be 8:00 p.m.   
Requesting two towers, possibly three.  These lights would sit opposite the existing lights to provide a fully lit 
field.  With the lights, three or four teams can practice comfortably. Lights would be self-funded. Presented  
spec sheets to be rented from United Rentals. Not like the big towers at Unity field.  They are 30 feet high 
maximum, which is below the tree line.  When the towers are fully extended the lights project down to the field.  
They each have four 1000 lights.  Each individual light can be turned on or off for precise control to have all the 
light where needed, nowhere else.  The footprint of the unit is 49” by 68”, diesel powered with 40 gallon fuel 
tanks. The decibel level is 68 dba, comparable with a conversation. Provided a chart from the California 
Department of Transportation regarding decibel levels. Newer generators are more quiet and can be further 
baffled against sound.  There are safety decals on the unit.  They are key start so no one can walk in and turn 
them on at any time.  Should they need to be refueled, they would contact a refuel company.  Have not set up a 
contract yet.  Hoffman is a refueling company that offers diesel refueling.  May not need to refuel for the season 
depending on use, only before returned. They will be refueled professionally.  The sales rep from United Rental  
would be willing to bring the unit to the field for demonstration.  This can be as early as next week.  Safety and 
Insurance:  Enclosed a letter from the fire marshal stating that she approves the lights for this use at the field.  In 
terms of securing the towers can always be chained  to the fence.  The towers are usually left in the up position 
when not in use…simple crank brings them up or down to a locked position…so no one can tamper with it aside 
from someone who has the key.  United Rental offers insurance against theft, damage or vandalism.  Pop 
Warner will provide Liability Insurance.   
 
Monroe and Milford already use these lights from United Rental.  This is taking youth football in this town to 
the next level. Son played for Milford for about a year (the Tiny Might division, 5/6 year olds).  Two hour 
practices, three times a week, on a fully lit field.  Other towns have these lights, they practice a full two hours. 
Less practice is a huge disadvantage.  In recent years, teams in our division,  Milford and Stratford. have  
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actually gone to the Super Bowl and these are teams we’re playing against.  They have lights and they practice a 
full two hours.  It’s about staying competitive.  A lot of it is ‘parental convenience’.  It gets dark early in the 
fall. Typically the older kids get under the lights and the younger kids play until it gets dark.  Move the practice 
times up earlier and earlier.  We have parents having trouble getting there at 6:00 p.m. In this age, Americans 
are working harder, no one’s getting out at 5:00 p.m.  So a lot of it has to do with the convenience for the 
parents. Typically there are 200 kids playing on the fields and think how many players do we lose because they 
can’t get to practices.  Presented a Petition that was drawn up and signed at this past year’s Pop Warner Banquet 
and has over 200 signatures in support of adding these lights to the field. Trumbull is a big baseball town. A lot 
of the money and resources is given to baseball.  But, there are other sports.  There’s over 200 football players, 
there’s cheerleaders, so this is a significant portion of the Trumbull population.   
 
Adding reasonable lighting to the field will only impact the community in a positive way…we’ll have a more 
successful, thriving football community.  Football is cut short  because it get’s dark.  Not fair, pay the same fee 
every other town does to play Pop Warner and we play less football, less practice time.  
 
Chairman said he was in contact with the Chairman of the Board of Education and her understanding is that this 
would have to go to the Board of Education for approval so she asked that the information that is presented be 
forwarded to her and also to the Superintendent of Schools.  The Parks and Recreation Commission handles the 
maintenance of that particular field; but, it is not under our jurisdiction.  We’ll pass this information on to the 
Board of Education Chairman and the Superintendent for their review.  
 
Ms. Johnston was thanked for her complete presentation. 
 
Nate Katz, for John Egan, Christian Heritage School:   
Submitting soccer field request for the fall season. Pretty much identical to last season.   
 
Elizabeth Racccuia, Trumbull Youth Field Hockey: 
Requesting field use for fall season., twice per week, September 1st through October 27th.  Would like to post 
three home games on Sundays at the THS turf.  Questioned options for practice under the lights at the THS turf 
field so they can have full practice in October when they lose daylight.   
 
Recreation Director noted we don’t schedule anything there under the lights at THS.  For later at night they  
would need permission by the Athletic Director.  Ranger’s patrol the area and will put them off the field without 
a permit.  Also advised that every time lights are used, it’s $100.  They are prepared to cover this. 
 
Michael Redgate, Pisces President: 
New president last October. Presented schedule prepared by Coach Bill Strictland which includes the Trumbull 
High School girls schedule for September, October and November as well.  They will redo the schedule in 
December, depending upon the end of the girl’s season and start of the boy’s season.  Upon question, all 
officers have changed.  New election, two year terms.   Have about 80 returning swimmers, all Trumbull 
residents.  The new high school swim coach is the Pisces swim coach.  Excellent coach, great feeder program.  
 
Ted Chase, Trumbull Youth Lacrosse:    
Requesting fields for the fall clinics.  One change, this year. Fall clinics are one day a week for an hour. Other 
than taking the Pit all day, they request use of the small field in front of Hillcrest and the Pit, 9:00 to 1:00, 
Sundays, September 7 through November 2.  There are roughly 220 players, grades K-8, groups by grades.  
Want to put smaller kids onto smaller fields. Something they will be looking at in the spring as well.   
Requested permission to place a 24”x48” steel storage box  at the Indian Ledge field, which he cleared with the 
Superintendent and agreed to place to the right of the field entrance. 
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Ken Martin, Trumbull Historical Society: 
Not on agenda, asking to make a request to the board. 
 
MOTION by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously approved to hear request of the Historical 
Society.  
 
The Trumbull Historical Society is celebrating their 50 anniversary this year.  Part of the program is to have a 
Picnic In The Park at Abraham Nichols Park.  Requested use of the facilities at the top near the Orchard as well 
as the small building on September 14th from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. and allow for a tent, tables and chairs for 
about 75 people  to be set up in case of inclement weather.  Not serving any food, bringing their own food.  The 
Museum will be open that day so people could take a look at displays they have.  Want to accentuate 
improvements that have been done to the park and the ongoing project with the barn that’s being installed…a 
great asset to the facilities.  Public Invited.  Announcement to the public in the newspaper.  Membership about 
200, at a lecture or event get about 40/60.  If weather is nice, expect more.  May supply soft drinks and bring in 
a vintage ice cream truck.  They would make sure the vendor has his license for Trumbull and health permit.   
 
Superintendent noted that the small building is not functional. Filled ceiling to floor with depository from the  
barn.  Suggested port-a-lets.  The other option would be to have the picnic area closer to their  building, the 
grass area or main lawn area along the sidewalk and stonewall.  Requested Rangers if on duty to stop by on 
occasion to keep an eye out…they will have people managing the traffic on the road, people park on Cornfield 
and Erwin and walk over to the park.  Request for tent, if available, needs to be submitted to the Director of 
Public Works.   
 
Mr. Martin noted on Vehicle Stickers that he has heard a lot about stickers and most is very positive.   
 
 
MOTION by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed to close meeting to guests. 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Petitti, second by Mr. Moore, passed (Mr. Lipinski abstained) approving the minutes of the 
July 14, 2014 as distributed.    
 
MOTION by Mr. Moore, second Mr. Lipinski, unanimously passed to refer to the Board of Education the 
request of the Trumbull Pop Warner organization to install portable generator lights at the Madison Middle 
School field as the fields are under the Board of Education jurisdiction.  
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second Mr. Moore, unanimously passed to approve fall field scheduling for 
Christian Heritage School in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to field 
availability and scheduling by the Recreation Director.   
 
MOTION by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed to approve field scheduling for 
Trumbull Youth Lacrosse in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to field 
availability and scheduling by the Recreation Director. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed to approve field scheduling for 
Trumbull Field Hockey in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to field availability 
and scheduling by the Recreation Director.  
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MOTION by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed approving pool scheduling for 
Trumbull Pisces in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to pool availability and 
scheduling by the Recreation Director.   
 
Recreation Director noted that St. Joseph High School will only be using Hillcreat Pool for four matched meets 
and no practices which will allow her to open for lap time in the evenings 8:00-9:00 p.m. three nights a week, 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.   
 
MOTION by Mrs. Walsh, second by Mrs. Petitti, unanimously passed to approve Trumbull Historical use of 
Abraham Nichols Park lower level with set up of a tent, tables and chairs as well as an ice cream truck vendor 
with occasional visits by the Park Rangers and port-a-johns if needed for the Trumbull Historical Society’s 
Picnic in the Park, September 14, 2014 from Noon to 4:00 p.m.  
 
Corresspondence:   
From Joan Rosenbaum, 55 Pondview Avenue: 
Correspondence accepted.  Expressed great concern with geese coming to her property from Gunther Park Pond 
directly across the street from her property.  She first reported her problems with dealing with the geese in 
August 2008.  At that time, the Commission indicated we would keep her concerns in mind as we continue to 
deal with the geese problems we experience throughout the park system.  We noted that in the l960’s the 
Planning and Zoning Commission instituted a requirement that contractors provide a natural area within 
approved development areas and many small pond areas or water courses were dedicated in this manner.  Since 
that time, the geese problem has spiraled for Trumbull.  The Commission will notify her that we will continue 
to the best of our ability to monitor geese problems throughout the parks system, including Gunther Park 
 
Old Business:     
Tashua Pool Slide: The Superintendent and Recreaion Director took measures to address some of the problems 
that were brought to our attention.  Feed back has been positive.  Splash Zone was reconfigured making it 
possible to return the lap lane to its previous position and new operational schedule to allow for lap swimming 
in the open swim free time.  Feed Back has been positive; but, still some who are adamantly opposed to its 
placement at that pool.   
 
Superintendent’s Report: 

• This is last working week on the current phase of repairs on the historic barn at Abraham Nichols Park.   
            First floor all buttoned-up. 

• Bill Property grading down to final grading with seeding planned for the end of August.  
• Big project this fall is the Beach Pool Filter House. Structure is scheduled to be taken off line and 

demolished as of Labor Day.  The pool and sprinkler park will close at that time.  No extension of the 
season. Users of sprinkler park will be diverted to Indian Ledge.  

• Upon question, Superintendent said gunnite pool bottom is close to warranty date…15 years and at 12 
years.  Three/four years to go for new liner.   

 
One thought brought forward was to suggest to zoning officials the requiring of developers to provide pools for 
cluster housing (as we do with condominiums) to give additional relief to pool use.  With more population, pool 
population rises.  
 
It was noted that adding an additional new pool facility…indoor/outdoor…would be a tremendous cost. 
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Recreation Director’s Report: 

• Ending summer camps this Friday. 
• Registration begins September 2nd for fall and winter programs. 
• Swim Lessons ended last Friday. 
• Two concerts this week because of a rain-out. 
• Field Day for camps this Wednesday. 
• Programs winding down…tennis, volleyball. 

 
 
New Business: 
Chairman expressed concern as to why the long-standing Farmers Market on Long Hill Green had closed 
voluntarily by the vendors.  It has been mentioned that the problem was that commercial-grade refrigeration 
w/generators for several vendors was required by the Health Director.  Nowhere else that we are aware of has 
this requirement.  Coolers are all that is needed for Farmers Markets. This Commission likes providing the 
Farmers Market on our green, and needs to ensure there are not problems like this in the future precluding 
having a Farmers Market for our community.  The concern of the Commission is that even if certain 
requirements were reversed, we may not be able to get the vendors back to Trumbull.    
 
MOTION by Mr.Lipinski, second Mrs. Petitti, and passed (Mr. Moore abstained) that we send a letter to the 
Trumbull Director of Health requesting an official response in writing outlining deficiencies in the requirements 
of vendors at the Trumbull Farmers’ Market and clarifying issues met with compliance of rules in 2014 but not 
in previous years; and, to provide the Parks and Recreation Commission with local and state statues to support 
these rules to ensure these problems don’t come forth in the future. 
  
 
MOTION to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Joan E. Plouffe 
Clerical Adm. Asst. 
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MOTION by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously approved to hear request of the Historical 
Society.  
 
MOTION by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed to close meeting to guests. 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Petitti, second by Mr. Moore, passed (Mr. Lipinski abstained) approving the minutes of the 
July 14, 2014 as distributed.    
 
MOTION by Mr. Moore, second Mr. Lipinski, unanimously passed to refer to the Board of Education the 
request of the Trumbull Pop Warner organization to install portable generator lights at the Madison Middle 
School field as the fields are under the Board of Education jurisdiction.  
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second Mr. Moore, unanimously passed to approve fall field scheduling for 
Christian Heritage School in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to field 
availability and scheduling by the Recreation Director.   
 
MOTION by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed to approve field scheduling for 
Trumbull Youth Lacrosse in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to field 
availability and scheduling by the Recreation Director. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed to approve field scheduling for 
Trumbull Field Hockey in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to field availability 
and scheduling by the Recreation Director.  
 
MOTION by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed approving pool scheduling for 
Trumbull Pisces in compliance with the rules of the Facilities Use Policy and subject to pool availability and 
scheduling by the Recreation Director.   
 
MOTION by Mrs. Walsh, second by Mrs. Petitti, unanimously passed to approve Trumbull Historical  use of 
Abraham Nichols Park lower level with set up of a tent, tables and chairs as well as an ice cream truck vendor 
with occasional visits by the Park Rangers and port-a-johns if needed for the Trumbull Historical Society’s 
Picnic in the Park, September 14, 2014 from Noon to 4:00 p.m.  
 
MOTION by Mr.Lipinski, second Mrs. Petitti, and passed (Mr. Moore abstained) that we send a letter to the 
Trumbull Director of Health requesting an official response in writing outlining deficiencies in the requirements 
of vendors at the Trumbull Farmers’ Market and clarifying issues met with compliance of rules in 2014 but not 
in previous years; and, to provide the Parks and Recreation Commission with local and state statues to support 
these rules to ensure these problems don’t come forth in the future. 
 
MOTION to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. by Attorney DeFusco, second by Mr. Bragano, unanimously passed. 
 
 


