
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
DECEMBER 14, 2015 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Commission was convened at Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. with the following in 
attendance: 

  Robert Ferrigno (Presiding)   Richard Moore 
  Kevin Bellows     Nancy Walsh 
  Vincent Lipinski    Michael Travisano 
 
  Also, 
  Stuart McCarthy, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
  Guests: 
  Greg McDonald, 57 Raven Road, Trumbull Little League President 
  Kevin Chamberlain, 43 Coral Drive, Trumbull Little League 
  Steve Finger, 21 Brookhedge Road, Trumbull Little League 
 
 
Public Comments: 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second Mr. Moore, unanimously passed to allow Trumbull Little League make a 
presentation as a guest.  

Greg McDonald, Trumbull Little League President, gave a brief presentation and provided handouts for layout 
and design for a dedicated Special Needs field and a new concept for adding a Unity 2 Press Box.   

They propose building a dedicated scaled-down field for the Challenger Program beyond Field 3 on the large 
grass area.  Field would be provided by donation through a country-wide program called Miracle Network. 
Their grant would provide for installing an artificial-turf field.  They spoke with the Parks Superintendent who 
indicated he would like to keep the area open without a fence.   

He stated they are re-introducing their interest to build a 8’x18’ press box for Unity 2 behind the backstop on 
Field 2, elevated, one-floor above grade, with brick piers to match the brick on current press box with external 
stairs and gravel storage area beneath.  Asphalt shingle roof and plank siding.  

Chairman thanked them for their presentation noting that past approval for building a press box required the 
construction material be consistent with the current brick building.  This proposal is a transition to siding.  He 
noted the Commission will consider their requests at the January meeting. He commented that in the future, 
project request discussions should first be reviewed with the Parks and Recreation Director. 

MOTION by Mrs. Walsh, second by Dr. Bellows, unanimously passed to close Public Comments. 

Election of Officers: 
MOTION by Mrs. Walsh, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed nominating Robert Ferrigno to continue 
as Chairman.  Vote unanimously in favor. 

MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Dr. Travissano, unanimously passed nominating Kevin Bellows as Vice 
Chairman.  Vote unanimously in favor. 
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Meeting begin time for regular meetings discussion: 

Mr. Lipinski suggested changing our time of meetings to begin at 7:30 p.m. rather than 7:00 p.m. to allow for 
those Commissioners who travel or have longer working hours. 

MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Moore, passed 4 in favor, 2 opposed (Mr. Lipinski, Dr. Bellows),  to 
continue 7:00 p.m. as the meeting time for regular monthly meetings. 

MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Moore,  passed adopting the second Monday of each month as the 
regular meeting date for the Parks and Recreation Commission Meetings for 2016, with meetings being held the 
third Monday, or a date to be determined, if the regular meeting date falls on a holiday or must necessarily be 
rescheduled. 

MOTION by Mr. Moore, second Mrs. Walsh, and passed (Mr. Lipinski abstained) approving the minutes of the 
November 9, 2015 meeting as distributed. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director reviewed proposed Recreation Policies and Distribution of budgeted funds to 
support scholarships for youth sports activities with action as follows: 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission approves the Program and Activity Refund Policy as shared with Commission with Staff Report 
made a part of these minutes. 
 
MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission approves the Policy on Commercial Photography as submitted with Staff Report made a part of 
these minutes. 
 
Fee Reduction Policy Discussion: 
Current policy allows for 50% discount for more than one family member in a program beginning with the 
second registration, first registration pays full price.  Proposal reduces the discount to 20% to all registrations 
including the first registration. Discussion held on whether to continue the first registration at 100%, second 
with discount.   
 
MOTION by Dr. Travisano, second by Mrs. Walsh, and passed (four in favor, Dr. Travisano, Mrs. Walsh, Mr. 
Moore, Mr. Ferrigno; and two opposed, Mr. Lipinski and Dr. Bellows)  that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission approves the Fee Reduction Policy as submitted with the Staff Report made a part of these 
minutes. 
 
Distribution of budgeted funds to support scholarships for youth sports activities Discussion: 
Current budget contains $5,000 intended to support scholarships to Trumbull youth provided by youth sports 
organizations.  Staff looking for direction in distribution of funds for 2015 and a discussion of the program 
going forward. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission directs staff to issue scholarship reimbursement using Option A, Reimbursed per Scholarship, to 
Trumbull Sports organizations for the Fiscal 2015/2016 budget year as submitted with the Staff Report made a 
part of these minutes.  
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Discussion - Recreation Program Cost Recovery Policy: 
Designed to guide the Parks and Recreation Department and Commission in establishing appropriate fees for 
programs and activities.  Current fees have not been adjusted in many years leaving the Town without the 
revenues necessary to support the Parks and Recreation Department budget.  A draft policy was presented for 
discussion and approval at a later date and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Discussion - Review of 2015 Summer Recreation Programs: 
Summary of 2015 summer parks and recreation programs looking ahead to a potential cost-recovery policy and 
adjustment of program fees presented and made a part of these minutes.   
 
Director’s Report: 

 Just beginning FY 16/17 Budget Presentation. 
 Unity Fields renovations resulting from Irrigation Project will begin in the spring and later. 

            (Hazard of clay warning-track around fences briefly discussed.) 
 Capitol-funding for Pool Project will be discussed  after first of the year, work to be done in the spring. 
 We have an engineer for the Pool Project. 
 Dog Park Shelter nearly completed.  We will get wood chips in for them. 
 Chief Ranger Bob Hawley back on duty. 
 Ranger Exam Panel to meet in the next few weeks. 

 
Notes: 
Director to alert BOE Athletic Director about an abundance of empty plastic water bottles around fields at THS. 
Dr. Travisano mentioned that Pickle Ball is now being played at the High School Gym. 
 
MOTION to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously approved. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Joan E. Plouffe 
Clerical Adm. Asst.  
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MOTIONS 
 

MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second Mr. Moore, unanimously passed to allow Trumbull Little League make a 
presentation as a guest.  

MOTION by Mrs. Walsh, second by Dr. Bellows, unanimously passed to close Public Comments. 

Election of Officers: 
MOTION by Mrs. Walsh, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed nominating Robert Ferrigno to continue 
as Chairman.  Vote unanimously in favor. 

MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Dr. Travissano, unanimously passed nominating Kevin Bellows as Vice 
Chairman.  Vote unanimously in favor. 

MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Moore, passed 4 in favor, 2 opposed (Mr. Lipinski, Dr. Bellows),  to 
continue 7:00 p.m. as the meeting time for regular monthly meetings. 

MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Moore,  passed adopting the second Monday of each month as the 
regular meeting date for the Parks and Recreation Commission Meetings for 2016, with meetings being held the 
third Monday, or a date to be determined, if the regular meeting date falls on a holiday or must necessarily be 
rescheduled. 

MOTION by Mr. Moore, second Mrs. Walsh, and passed (Mr. Lipinski abstained) approving the minutes of the 
November 9, 2015 meeting as distributed. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission approves the Program and Activity Refund Policy as shared with Commission with Staff Report 
made a part of these minutes. 
 
MOTION by Dr. Bellows, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission approves the Policy on Commercial Photography as submitted with Staff Report made a part of 
these minutes. 
 
MOTION by Dr. Travisano, second by Mrs. Walsh, and passed (four in favor, Dr. Travisano, Mrs. Walsh, Mr. 
Moore, Mr. Ferrigno; and two opposed, Mr. Lipinski and Dr. Bellows)  that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission approves the Fee Reduction Policy as submitted with the Staff Report made a part of these 
minutes. 
 
MOTION by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously passed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission directs staff to issue scholarship reimbursement using Option A, Reimbursed per Scholarship, to 
Trumbull Sports organizations for the Fiscal 2015/2016 budget year as submitted with the Staff Report made a 
part of these minutes.  
 
MOTION to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. by Mr. Lipinski, second by Mr. Moore, unanimously approved. 
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