
ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes  

June 6, 2012 7:15 pm 
Trumbull Town Hall 

 
 
 

I. Attendance 
Commission: Ralph Sather, Gary Bean, Tom Ginis, Beryl Kaufman,  
Scott Wich, Evelyn Zamary, William Haberlin, Jack Berg 
Commissioners Absent: Jim Abraham 
Town Staff: Dan Nelson, Ed Lavernoich,  
Public: no members of the public  
    

II. Old Business 
 

A. Mr. Sather called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM. He passed out the 
agenda, the last meetings minutes, the letter written by Mr. Wich for the 
elevator grant application and also a copy of the Directors report. Mr. Wich 
stated that the minutes of May 2nd meeting should read in section III, D 
that the letter to P&Z should state that the letter was for the community 
block grant. The motion was made by Mrs. Zamary and seconded by Mr. 
Haberlin and unanimously approved. 
 

B. Mr. Wich brought up the discussion of the commissioners having business 
cards which was talked about in a previous meeting. It was decided that 
each commissioner would have a handful of Ed Lavernoich’s cards to give 
out when needed so there would be no confusion of who to contact.  

 
III. New Business 

 
A. Mr. Sather started the discussion of the breakfast. The Breakfast will be 

held at the Trumbull Marriott on June 19th with registration from 7:30 to 
8:00 am. The event will run till approximately 9:00 am. Mr. Sather and 
Mrs. Zamary have a copy of the contract which states the cost of $13.50 
per person and that the room rental fee was waived. The breakfast will be 
free as an appreciation for their business with Trumbull. Mr. Lavernoich 
stated that two e-mail invitation blasts have gone out with a response of 
37 to attend. 400 invitations were mailed today and one more e-mail 
invitation blast is to go out. The names on the list were from lists the 
former Director had from the breakfast last year. The Commissioners 
discussed each doing follow up phone calls next week to the people who 
have not yet responded. Mr. Berg brought up the point that we need the 
right audience and need to do better with marketing relationships although 
it is a work on progress. There was discussion of having a welcome sign & 
behind the speaker a screen with a logo and a slogan on it for a backdrop. 



The Committee spoke about ideas of what speakers should talk about and 
if there would be a question and answer period. It was decided that there 
would be no Q&A and the discussion should focus on Ed and Jamie Bratt 
and how Trumbull is on the move.  
 

B. Mr. Lavernoich went over the Directors report for the month of June. There 
was discussion of activity on Quarry Road, Monroe Turnpike, Nutmeg 
Drive, Trumbull center and Westfield mall. Mr. Nelson will be calling to find 
out if Westfield will hold a summer event again this year like they did last 
July. Mr. Lavernoich talked about potential upcoming business 
developments on 41-51 Monroe Turnpike, 25-45 Commerce Drive/Merritt 
Boulevard and 5520 Park Avenue. He also reported on business 
recruitment meetings that were held. 

 
C. The Commission discussed the tax abatement ordinance. Mr. Lavernoich 

stated that he has reviewed the latest draft of the ordinance. He has 
researched what other towns do and has also spoken to the Town 
Attorney about it. The commission discussed it being used as a tool and 
not a program to give away but to help in areas where need be. They 
talked about if the Town really needed it and whether the Town would be 
at a disadvantage without it. 

 
D. Mr. Lavernoich asked the Commissioners if they had any nominations of 

businesses in town for Business in Bloom. Some names were given and 
they will be presented to Karen DelVecchio for consideration.   

 
 

IV. Adjournment 
 

Of motion by Mrs. Kaufman and seconded by Mr. Sather the Committee 
voted unanimously to adjourn at 9:25 PM. 
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