
 
 
 
 

Town of Trumbull 
Economic Development Commission Meeting 

Long Hill Room 
5866 Main Street 

Trumbull, CT 06611 
Thursday, May 15, 2008    

7:15 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
     

        
      1.    Review and Approval of April Meeting Minutes  B. Matthews 
 2. EDC Budget Report      B. Matthews 
 3. Director’s Report      D. Cox 
 4. Update on P&Z      B. Matthews/D. Cox 
 5. Spring Breakfast      D. Cox 
 6. New Business 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting of the Town of Trumbull Economic Development Commission  
was called to order at 07:25 p.m. by Chairperson Bob Matthews.   
 
IN ATTENDANCE:   In attendance were the following Commissioners: 
Jim Abraham  Martin Arnold  Beryl Kaufman   
Susan Kohn   John Malfettone Bob Matthews  Karl Mizak          
 
and Deborah Cox, Director of Economic Development  
Absent:  Barry Diamond 
 
MEETING MINUTES: 
  
1. Approval of April, 2008 Meeting Minutes. 

 
A motion was made to approve the April 17, 2008 meeting minutes by Jim Abraham, and  
 seconded by Beryl Kaufman. 
 
VOTE:  A vote to approve the April 17, 2008 meeting minutes was passed unanimously. 
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2. EDC Budget Report 
 
Chairman Matthews outlined the Town Council’s decision not to expand the Economic 
Development Director’s position to full time.  The vote was 11 (all Democrats) in favor of a 
fulltime position, and 10 (all Republicans) against the fulltime position. 
 
The EDC has agreed that they will write to the head of the Republican Party of the Town Council 
expressing their disappointment in the party’s unanimous vote, despite indications from some 
individuals that they were in favor of the position being fulltime. 
 

3. Director’s Report 
 
The Director’s Report from Deborah Evans Cox is attached.  Highlights are as follows: 

o A large company is considering Trumbull and two other areas.  Hence, some research 
and quick response was required in order to assure that Trumbull was in the mix. 

o Although the economy is slowing down, there was a considerable amount of  
 recruitment activity this month. 

o A lot of focus went into Planning and Zoning concerns, including research and 
preparation of a presentation on Mixed Use, and responses to residential concerns about 
the proposed Design District zone on Main Street. 
 

4. Update on P&Z: 

o Mixed Use  (presented information on Mixed Use to P&Z on May 8. 
o Design Districts – still strong concern regarding the viability of the Main 

Street Design District. 
o Compatible Alternate Use – This issue has not yet been resolved 
o Variances – there is strong concern about the inflexibility of the regulations and 

 the inability to obtain variances in the industrial and commercial zones. 
o The Joint Meeting was held on May 8th, and proved to be very worthwhile. 
o A pre-app review was held for the proposed Extended Stay Hotel.  Proposed  

wording for new setback requirements were offered for the new P&Z regulations based 
on the needs of the new hotel.  However, more investigation 
is needed to determine how those setbacks will affect the entire Corporate Park. 

5. Spring Breakfast: 
o Bob Matthews will contact Phil Lane to speak at the breakfast 
o Martin will work on the business recognition reward program 

 
 
6. New business: 

o Bob Matthews reminded everyone to get sworn in for their new term if they have not  
  already done so. 

 
Meeting Adjorned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Deborah Evans Cox 
Director 
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2008  Meeting Dates: 
 

01 – 17     02 – 21  03 – 20  04 – 17 
05 – 15  06 – 19  07 – 17  08 – 21 
09 – 18  10 – 16  11 – 20  12 – 18 
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Town of Trumbull 
Economic Development 

May, 2008  Report  

Director’s Report 

Recruitment Efforts 

• Met with a national broker on prospect outlook.  The market is slow, but there is still some 
movement. 

• Provided information on finance resources to a prospective new business looking t 35 Nutmeg 
Drive as potential location. 

• Welcomed Minute Man Cleaners to Trumbull on Main Street 
• Worked on a prospect opportunity that could bring in approximately 300 employees to 

Trumbull.  Setback requirements in our zoning regulations are the current obstacle.  I am 
currently working with P&Z to try to influence a change to the setback requirements in the 
Corporate Park, despite failed attempts to change this particular requirement in the past.  P&Z 
is willing to entertain some changes. 

• Met with property owners regarding plans for development and their interest in mixed use in 
the IL-2 zone. 

• Met with President of CURE (Connecticut United for Research Excellence) to explore 
opportunities for attracting bio-science companies.  He has agreed to include Trumbull in the 
small list of towns in which he will focus some recruitment activities. 

• Responded to interests in space available for two manufacturing companies. 

Retention & Expansion Efforts 

• Contacted local businesses to expand contacts. 
• Worked with building owner to help explore the feasibility of an expansion opportunity.  

Setbacks are a potential obstacle, although recently the issue may be alleviated. 
• Held preliminary discussions with a company who is considering consolidating some of their 

offices in other areas in CT and bringing their employees to the Trumbull location.  If 
successful, several new jobs would be added to town.   

Marketing/PR 

• Martin Arnold submitted draft of announcement for new EDC Commissioner, John 
Malfettone.  The article was recently submitted. 

• Explored postcard opportunities, and new contact information for site selectors. 
• Exploring Newsletter vendors 
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Revitalization and Beautification Projects: 

• Beautification: 
o Still working with Oce Imagistics to help them with the island adoption 
o Met with the DECD regarding State requirements for managing the grant. 
o Discussions with Trumbull Center Management have stagnated at the moment.  A new 

approach may be warranted. 

Regional Economic Development 

• Attended the monthly One Coast Regional CEDs Council Steering Committee meeting.  

Planning & Zoning Regs 

• Worked with Joan Gruce on a number of new zoning issues, including setback requirements, 
Extended Stay Hotel, Compatible Alternate Use, and Design District on Main Street, in order 
to ensure a clear understanding of the issues and to prepare for formal support of EDC’s 
position. 

• Researched and prepared mixed use regulations document – presented to P&Z on May 8 
• Researched and prepared information on permitted use for educational institutions – 

submitted to P&Z 
• Addressed several concerns regarding Design District on Main Street 

Economic Development Plan         

• Distributed the Plan is considered final at this point. 

2009 Budget: 

• Provided accomplishments document to EDC and First Selectman for them to resend to 
additional Town Council Members.  

Other 

• Coordinated and conducted the BEI Conference – April 24 
• Participated in Junior Achievement at Hilcrest.  . 
• Attended Charter Cable Advisory Meeting.  Continued to work on effort to get Cablevision’s 

TV12 News included in Charter’s offerings. 
• Attended BRBC event with State Econ. Dev. Commissioner Joan MacDonald. 

Respectfully Submitted By, 

Deborah Evans Cox 
Director, Economic Development 

 
 


