
 
             AS SUBMITTED 

       
  

Golf Commission Meeting 
April 27, 2009 

Minutes 
 
 

Members Present:  Thomas Galla, Chairman; Owen Evans, Vice-Chairman; Sue Casey; 
Ron Dray; Don Espach; George Furkiotis; Bruce Gerstman 
 
Members Absent:  Tony Johnson; Jim Steidlmayer 
 
 
Chairman Tom Galla called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 
 
 
Review and approval of the Minutes 
 
Review and approval of the Minutes of March 23, 2009… There was a motion made by 
Mr. Steidlmayer seconded by Mr. Gerstman to approve the minutes as is. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Galla began the meeting by asking the Commission’s permission to begin with the 
topic of “New Business” so that a proposal by the Miklus Foundation could be heard 
first. The Commission agreed to the request. 
 
New Business 
 
Mrs. Kristine Miklus and Mr. John Coniglio, representing The Miklus Foundation, spoke 
before the Commission. Mrs. Miklus began by reminding the Commission how important 
Tashua Knolls had been to her husband, Don Miklus. She couldn’t think of a more 
appropriate comment than the fact that on their first date 30 years ago, Don chose to give 
Kris a tour of the golf course.  
 
Mr. Coniglio reported that The Miklus Foundation was incorporated in 2008 and is in 
process of becoming a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. The Mission of the Foundation is 
to encourage the youth of the area to play golf by introducing, instructing and enhancing 
youth golf through the Miklus Training Center. The inaugural event of the Foundation 
was a golf tournament held in 2008 that raised approximately $10,000 net of expenses. A 
tournament is planned for 2009 on August 3rd. 
 
The Miklus Foundation is proposing to contribute on-going funding to establish a training 
center at Tashua Knolls to be housed in the “old” cart barn already existing on the 
property. The effort would be a collaborative partnership between the Foundation, ATK 
Golf Services, and the Tashua Knolls Golf Commission. The ownership of the structure, 
facilities, and all donated contents would remain under the control of the golf course. 
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The existing structure has been inspected by a Town of Trumbull Engineer and found to 
be structurally sound and in need of minor upgrades, including electrical and a side door, 
to begin to be used as a 3-season training center. Long-term plans include heat and water 
to turn the facility into a 4-season building. Mr. Brown added that the vision included a 
classroom, swing analyzing equipment, putting green, and materials to educate golfers on 
the history and etiquette of the game. 
 
The Foundation then asked for the support of the plan from the Tashua Knolls Golf 
Commission. 
 
There were a few questions from Commissioners regarding how the funds would be 
handled. The Foundation responded that the first step in the process is to form a 
Committee to investigate exactly how the funding and legal processes should be 
established and that the Foundation was looking for approval to begin that process. A 
question was also asked regarding the removal of equipment presently stored in the 
facility. The golf course property could easily be moved and the Concessionaire would 
have to be informed that the restaurant equipment would have to be moved, as there is no 
contractual basis for using the facility for storage. 
 
Mr. Dray made a motion; seconded by Mr. Gerstman to move forward in assisting the 
Miklus Foundation to develop a plan to use the old card barn structure for The Miklus 
Training Center. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The next step in the process would be to name two members from The Miklus 
Foundation, the Golf Commission, and ATK Golf Services to serve on the Committee to 
begin formulating a plan for The Miklus Training Center. 
 
Audience Participation 
 

• Mrs. Joyce Michaels asked a question regarding the paving of an area on the 
course behind the ladies room. The Commission responded that the topic would 
be discussed under the General Manager’s report. 

 
 
General Manager Report (Bobby Brown) 
 
Golf Operations: 
 

• March rounds were 762 on the Knolls and 466 on the Glen compared to 488 on 
the Knolls in 2008 with the Glen not open. Total income was $52,686 in 2009 
compared to $37,981 in 2008. 

• As of April 26 the total rounds were 3363 in 2009 versus 3,624 in 2008; a 7% 
decline. April carts were down 3% as well. The reason was attributed to the fact 
that although there was some unusually warm weather on the weekends, 
weekday play was down due to unusually cold weather. 

• The Back 9 Slack Time special approved in February has proved very popular 
and is contributing to increased rounds. 

• Club Car has installed new batteries in all 80 of our electric carts at no charge to 
the golf course. The reason for the replacement was that the batteries were 
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determined to be defective. The Batteries for the ranger carts and maintenance 
vehicles were not replaced and are still problematic. 

 
 
Golf Course Maintenance:   
 Labor: 

• Director of Operations – Golf Course Properties (Hidalgo Nagashima); 
Mechanic (Rich Plaveck); Four full-time greensmen (Jeff Cook, Jerry Cook, 
Chris Gallant, Craig Romano) 

• Ten part-time greensmen (Russimano, Oleyar, DeFrancisco, Goodwin, Walton, 
Markaj, Kearney, Ebert, Valluzzo, and Hoeppner) have been hired to date. 

 
Course Status: 
• The Knolls was aerified on March 30 and 31 and the Glen were aerified on 

April 27. 
• The fairways, rough, bunker walls, tees and greens were fertilized and treated 

with pre-emergent weed control. 
• The ponds are being closely monitored with the early warm weather and will be 

treated as soon as problems are detected. 
• The sand on the practice bunker will be blown back in every Saturday with 

Wednesday maintenance being added as necessary. 
• Hug Paving will begin paving the cart path in early May. Rather than pave 

islands in the parking lot, the Commission agreed to pave some problem areas 
outside the clubhouse and maintenance barn that did not survive the winter too 
well. 

• All stumps on the course have been ground down and the areas seeded. 
• The drainage project on #9 Knolls was completed and the area seeded. 
• The bunker on #1 Knolls, the walk-up on #17 Knolls, and the bunker face on 

Glen #6 have been sodded. 
• The irrigation system is up and running and survived the winter with no major 

leaks. However we do have parts on order to repair sprinkler heads and yardage 
caps. The maintenance crew is also cleaning the areas around the sprinkler 
heads. 

 
Tournaments: 
 
• US Kids Golf has requested a tournament on August 10, 2009. The tournament 

would be for kids ages 4 – 15 from Connecticut and other nearby states and 
would consist of 9- and 18-hole divisions. Tee times would start at 7:300 AM 
allowing the course to be open for public play by 12:30 PM. US Kids Golf is 
requesting greens fees of $12 for 18-holes and $8 for 9-holes. The Commission 
discussed the issue of the reduced greens fees for the tournament and felt that 
the tournament would be held earlier than normal and the course would be open 
for public plan. The Commission also felt that the tournament would be great 
exposure for the golf course. 

 
Mr. Gerstman made a motion; seconded by Mr. Furkiotis to approve the US Kids Golf 
request to hold its tournament on Monday, August 10, 2009 with green fees of $12 for 
18-holes and $8 for 9-holes. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Marketing: 
 
• Approximately 4,700 email blasts have been sent out to customers to date 

informing them of various specials and events happening at the course. 
Response to the program has been very positive. Customer email addresses are 
being updated daily. 

 
 
Greens Committee (Owen Evans) 
 

• Mr. Evans will issue a new Winter Project List based on what has been 
accomplished.  

• Mrs. Casey asked about the project of condensing the sand trap on #16 Knolls 
into one. Mr. Brown responded that one of the first bunkers slated to be 
repaired under the new fiscal year would be the bunkers on #16. Mr. 
Nagashima has a plan to repair the bunkers, but they will remain two bunkers. 

 
Plant and Facility (Tony Johnson): 
 

• The men’s and ladies’ rooms on the course suffered some plumbing damage 
over the winter and were repaired with the exception of a few items on order. 

• The air handler coil froze and cracked on April 23. It has been repaired to 
working condition although it requires extensive repair. 

• A pipe coupling in the hallway ceiling was leaking and has been repaired. 
• The Town has sealed the leak to the outside wall spigot and the area has been 

covered with dirt. 
• The poolside parking lot lights have been repaired. United Illuminating has been 

issued a work order to repair lights in the other parking lot and the circle. Mr. 
Nagashima has contacted the UI to replace the existing Tashua Knolls Lane 
light poles with more aesthetically pleasing poles at no charge.  

• The front entrance improvement project is scheduled to begin any day. The 
Kaulbach Trust approved the $4,000 contribution to the project. 

• The Kaulbach Trust also approved the funding for the guardrail project on the 
Glen. The supplies are on order. 

• The Men’s Club was contacted to provide a mock-up of the proposed 
scoreboard. 

 
Food and Beverage: 
 

• The March 26th Open House was a success. Over 100 people attended the event 
promoting the golf course. The Concessionaire provided complimentary 
appetizers and the Pro Shop was open with the first annual “balloon” sale. 
Hopefully the event can be expanded next year to include vendors. 

 
Executive (Tom Galla) 
 

• None. 
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Finance   (Don Espach) 
 

• The status of income at the end of March was up 5.6% from 2008 and put us on a 
little better track to meet our income projections for the fiscal year. Some of the 
expenditures are down – particularly electricity and heat – which should help us 
meet our numbers. Mr. Espach remains “cautiously optimistic.” 

• Mr. Espach asked Mr. Brown for his feeling of our rounds to date in 2009. Mr. 
Brown responded that he too is “cautiously optimistic”. He sensed that play is up 
and that “if the sun is shining, Tashua Knolls is busy.” Mr. Brown also felt that a 
better determination of rounds could be made in May when the weather evens out 
and tournaments begin. 

 
Correspondence 
 

• None. 
 
New Business 
 

• Mr. Brown reported that he has been receiving various marketing offers from 
local radio and news organization. Some of the offers are at no cost and others 
require payment or trade offers. The Commission authorized Mr. Brown to 
investigate any no cost offers. 

 
Old Business 
  

• None.  
 
 
 
Executive Session 
 
A motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss a contractual matter was made at 
8:55 PM by Mr. Evans; seconded by Mr. Espach. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
A motion to come out of Executive Session at 9:10 PM was made by Mr. Furkiotis; 
seconded by Mrs. Casey. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
A motion to adjourn at 9:12 PM was made by Mr. Dray; seconded by Mr. Gerstman. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christine Plumeau 
Golf Commission Clerk 


	Executive Session

