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CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Chairman Girouard asked all present to remember Arlyne Fox who recently passed away. Arlyne was a 

long time commissioner. She served as the Chairman of the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses 

Commission, she was the Chair’s mentor and an extraordinary lady. She served 15 years on the 

Conservation Commission and from 1988 until 2013 she served on the Planning & Zoning Commission 

and as the liaison between P&Z and Inland Wetlands & Watercourse Commission. In her thirty years of 

volunteering she always had Trumbull’s best interest at heart. Arylene will surely be missed. 

 

PRESENT:  Chairman Richard Girouard  Vice-Chairman John Lauria  

  Kevin Chamberlain, Secretary  Richard Deecken 

  Carmine DeFeo    Mark MacKeil 

  David Molgard, Alternate (Voting) David Verespy, Alternate (Not Voting) 

 

ABSENT:  Guido Picarazzi  and Andrew Lubin, Alternate   

 

ALSO 

PRESENT:  William Maurer, P.E., L.S., Amrik Matharu, Civil Engineer and Town Attorney Vincent 
Marino 

              

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Application 15-22, Jerry Presson - Permit approval to remove an existing shed and install 

and anchor a prefabricated storage shed approximately 10’ x 14’ in size within a regulated 

area at 95 Golden Hill Road. 

 

Mr. Presson of 95 Golden Hill was present and extended his gratitude to the commission 

for their service. Mr. Presson submitted photographs for the record of his property and the 

existing shed (former tree house) that will be replaced. Mr. Presson has lived in Town 

with his wife for 41 years. The property is 1.1 acres and has a brook that runs down the 

middle of the property. The proposed shed is 140 sf. and will be mounted on his side of 

the brook. The base of the shed is stone. Mr. Presson agreed to move the shed out of the 

flood zone. Mr. Presson indicated to the commission that he would expect that another 6”-

8” of stone may be necessary, the property is almost flat but not completely. The area he is 

proposing to place the shed has never seen water. Anchors for the shed will be screwed 
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into the ground. He will do whatever is necessary to kept it safe. The Chair noted it is 

code to tie the shed down. No trees will be removed only the pachysandra. They will 

consider the shed to be a permanent mount.  

 

2. Application 15-23, Saint Joseph High School Inc. - Permit approval to construct a wetlands 

nature trail & boardwalk to be used for educational and passive recreational purposes. Project 

includes removal & deposition of material and construction within the wetlands and the 

regulated area at 2320 Huntington Turnpike. 

 

Mr. Donald Smith, Jr., P.E. was present on behalf of the applicant, Saint Joseph High School, 

Inc. Also present was Saint Joseph High School President William Fitzgerald, Director of 

Facilities Joseph Dzurenda, Saint Joseph High School Biology teacher Dan Walsh, and Soil 

Scientist Paul Jaehnig. Saint Joseph High School is part of the Pine Lake watershed. The 

school campus is composed of 51 acres and abuts the homes on Isanglass Terrace, Friar 

Lane, Apple Gate Lane, Ironwood Road, Copper Kettle and Huntington Turnpike. The 

application consists of the construction of a nature trail and a wetlands boardwalk system. 

The wetlands are along the easterly edge or northeast corner of the property.  Referring to the 

40 scale plan the school site consists of the school itself, football fields, driveways and a 

number of wetlands areas. The total amount of wetlands on the parcel is 7.7 acres. The 

wetland they will be working in is 6.83 acres of the 7.7 acre total. The project specifically 

consists of the improvement of an existing cross country trail. They will widen it to improve 

access. The trail will be extended to the edge of the wetlands and within the wetlands area 

they will construct a series of trails and/or boardwalks to access the wetlands and provide 

circulation. 180’ of the existing cross country trail will be improved and approximately 325’ 

of new trail will be constructed in the upland areas immediately adjacent to the wetlands or 

the dry island. The remainder of the project is 270’ of boardwalk as well as observation 

decks scattered and placed within the wetlands area. The boardwalk will be approximately 

30” above grade so they will not need railings. This will be used by students to observe the 

wild life, vegetation and take samples of the water to study under the microscope. The 

project as proposed will disturb 4,889 sf of wetlands, 2,388 sf for the trail itself, and 

approximately 2500 sf for the boardwalk, which will be elevated on top of the wetlands.  

 

Mr. Paul Jaehnig, Soil Scientist was present and indicated he was responsible for 

demarcating the wetlands. He reviewed the site plan with the commission. The area to be 

improved is a large wetland in the northern portion of the site. He met with the Biology 

Department, they walked the site and the best areas were chosen for the site. There is an 

existing trail in the area which will piggy backed it. There is easy access to the wetland area. 

This is the most interesting area. At one point this wetland was the entire site but the building 

of the athletic fields covered over the wetlands approximately 30-40 years ago. The wetland 

area they will use was disturbed in the past. This may have been an old travel way. Most of 

the wetlands are second growth wetlands and there is a forested area. The reason they chose 

this area is because it has easy access to wetlands with interesting features; micro-

topography, a good tree canopy, shrub understory, vivacious growth and vernal pools. This 

will give the students the opportunity to go out and see what is going on in the wetlands first 

hand as opposed to googling it. Mr. Jaehnig spoke in favor of having the students outside as 

opposed to being inside with a computer. There will not be much disturbance to the wetlands. 
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The lion’s share will be installing the footings for the boardwalk. Those are simply done; 

there will be no trucks involved. The footings will be hammered into the ground.  The tree 

canopy is shady but widely spaced therefore navigating around the trees will be easy.  There 

will be no cutting of trees they can go around them due to the spacing of the trees. The final 

design of the actual boardwalk has not been completed yet. Final design will be done after 

approvals. Two piers 12’ on center, either steel of pressure treated piles will be used. There 

will be no snow removal necessary, since they will not be using it in the winter months. The 

map indicates soil borings by red circles. The soils were Adrian Muck. The maximum depth 

was 48”. There will be no heavy equipment brought in only a small mini excavator. Clearing 

will be limited to the width of the elements.  The work will be done during the driest time, 

either this winter when the ground is frozen if approvals are received in time or the next 

summer. The applicant this stipulation could be a condition of approval. The computer 

drawing from the consulting engineer is the map the commission should be reviewing. The 

layout of the boardwalk was based on flagging done by the Biology teacher had previously 

done. There is flagging in the field for the commissioners if a Field Inspection is conducted 

by the commission. The transition zones could be moved out of the wetlands and the 

boardwalk extended, it is not a wet wetland area, but is a regulated area. The plant list 

includes a wetlands seed mix. The applicant would consider additional plantings in addition 

to the general wetland seed mix.  There will be no excavating and regrading to extend the 

open water area.  There is 2,300 sf of filling of wetlands and 2,500 sf of the boardwalk.  Even 

if the filling were removed you would have the disturbance from the boardwalk.  The piles 

will be where the boardwalk disturbance is. The boardwalk will be 24” to 27” above the 

wetland area which will serve the wildlife but will not serve the vegetation in that area.  They 

have looked at pressure treated and steel pilings. The Commission questioned whether 

concrete pilings could be used as an alternative. It was determined that test borings need to 

be done. There is more than one option available, depending on the test borings. A 

maintenance schedule could be a condition of approval.   

 

Motion (Deecken), seconded (Chamberlain) to CLOSE New Business. VOTE: Motion 

CARRIED unanimously. New Business CLOSED at 7:57 p.m. 

 

The Chair OPENED Old Business and the Work Session at 7:58 p.m. 

The Chair indicated David Molgard, Alternate would be voting.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

3. Application 15-20, Michael Masonotti - Permit approval to construct a pool house within a 

regulated area at 24 Rocky Hill Road. 

 

Motion (Deecken) seconded (Chamberlain) to APPROVE for discussion purposes only. 

Commissioner Deecken WITHDREW his motion. 

 

Motion (Deecken) seconded by (MacKeil) to DENY WITHOUT PREJUDICE due to the 

application being incomplete and having insufficient information. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  
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The Chair called a RECESS at 8:14 p.m. The Chair called the meeting BACK TO ORDER at 

8:27 p.m. 

 

4. Application 15-21, Edward Higgins - Permit approval to remodel and construct an addition 

and a deck to an existing home within a regulated area at 192 Sterling Road. 

 

Motion (Lauria) seconded (MacKeil) to APPROVE as submitted subject to the General  

Conditions as established by the Commission and the following specific conditions: 

1. A Drainage Report subject to the Town Engineer’s review and approval shall be 

submitted. 

2. The final site plan with the intended grading and improvements subject to the Town 

Engineer’s review and approval shall be submitted. 

 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  

 

Motion (Deecken), seconded (Molgard) to CLOSE Old Business. VOTE: Motion CARRIED 

unanimously. Old Business and Work Session CLOSED at 8:37 p.m. 

 

Motion (Chamberlain), seconded by (Deecken) to APPROVE the September 1, 2015 meeting 

minutes as submitted. VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

Saint Joseph High School, Inc. Re:  

� Request dated 09-30-2015 to waive Application 15-23 fee(s). By unanimous consent the 

IWWC postponed this request to the regular November 2015 meeting.  

  

SCHEDULE FIELD INSPECTION(S):  

By unanimous consent the IWWC scheduled a Field Inspection for Application 15-23, Saint 

Joseph High School Inc. on Wednesday, October 28, 2015 leaving the Town Hall at 3:00 p.m. 

 

By unanimous consent the IWWC agreed to hold a Public Hearing on Application15-23, Saint 

Joseph High School Inc. at the regular November 2015 meeting. 

 

ANYTHING THAT MIGHT RIGHTFULLY COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION: None 

 

There being no further business to discuss the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission 

adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:41 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

      

Margaret D. Mastroni, Clerk 


