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PLANNING AND ZONING 
March 26, 2013 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission held a Special Meeting on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 at the 
Frenchtown Elementary School, 30 Frenchtown Road, Trumbull, CT. 
 
Members Present:  Anthony Chory, Chairman 
                  Fred Garrity, Tony Silber and alternates Steven Mahlstedt and Don Scinto 
 
Staff Present:           Jamie Brätt, Director of Planning and Development 
                                    Ed Lavernoich, Director of Economic and Community Development 
                                    Frank Smeriglio, Town Engineer and William Maurer, Civil Engineer 
 
The following is a brief summary of the meeting.   
 
A quorum being present the Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The purpose of tonight’s special meeting was to solicit feedback from other Commissions and 
organizations on the goals and strategies of the Plan of Conservation and Development.           
 
Participating in tonight’s public forum were representatives from Economic & Community Development, 
Conservation, IWWC, Historical Society, ZBA, and Parks & Recreation.   
 
Heidi Samokar, of Plainametics, consultants for the Town, began the dialogue with an overview on the  
progress made to date and what the next steps would be.  The preliminary draft was previously 
distributed and reviewed by the Commissions represented here tonight.  Ms. Samokar advised that 
based on the input received here tonight, the draft will be modified and then represented for further 
review.       
 
Scott Wich, Chairman of the Economic & Community development Commission, was the first 
participant.   
 
A written overview of the E&CD’s position was distributed.  Mr. Wich indicated that his Commission 
found the draft to be too general, in its current form, to allow for suggestions on a meaningful basis.  
In the opinion of the E&CD, the POCD should be a proactive document with defined steps as to how the 
future of the Town should be shaped.  They advised that any further updating should be specific as to 
what those goals and strategies are.   
 
Mr. Wich encouraged P&Z to provide tonight’s participants with an additional opportunity for feedback, 
once more specific details have been developed.   
 
Scot Kerr, Mary Ellen Lemay and Don Watson represented the Conservation Commission.  A power point  
overview on possible strategies to assure the preservation of the Town’s open spaces and landscapes  
was presented.    
 
The main components pertained to the adoption of a Pequonnock River Watershed Management Plan, 
the development of a Landscape Preservation and Protection Plan, a Comprehensive Open Space 
Management Plan along with a Natural Resource Inventory.   
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Don Watson emphasized the importance of natural hazard mitigation planning particularly in the area of 
flooding.     
 
Mary Ellen Lemay spoke of her hope for the implementation of a Town ordinance that would address 
tree management and replanting.  
 
The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission was represented by Kevin Chamberlain, John Lauria 
and Chairman Richard Girouard.  
 
A power point presentation centering on the protection of Trumbull’s natural resources and habitats, 
was conducted.  They suggested that the POCD include guidelines for balancing the need for economic 
development and environmental protection.   
 
The next participants were Ken Martin and Deb Silber representing Trumbull’s Historical Society.   
The need to recognize the role Trumbull’s historic resources play in preserving the Town’s character was 
stressed.        
 
The areas asked to be addressed were the enhancement of town gateways, protection of the many 
historical and cultural assets, promotion of historic resources and the ongoing support by the town for 
the preservation of those resources.   
 
Mr. Martin urged the town to actively promote adapted reuse of threatened historical structures 
located within the gateway areas along Rtes. 127, 111, and 108.   
 
In the absence of representation from the Zoning Board of Appeals the written comments generated by 
the Chairman of ZBA were submitted into the record.    
 
Bob Ferrigno of Parks and Recreation indicated reluctance for any further recreational development, as 
he wished to minimize any further impact into open space areas.  If demand for more recreational fields 
increases, he would prefer to get greater use out what is already available through the installation of 
artificial turf.   
 
Public Comment 
 
John Pappas of 85 Botsford Place spoke to the need for a strategic plan for lower Main Street instead of 
having development being performed on an ad-hoc basis.  He also requested that the voices of Trumbull 
residents be heard and represented in the development of this Plan.   
 
Tony D’Aquila of Valley View Road also stressed the need for the main roads to remain residential.  He  
emphasized the need for further sidewalks and crosswalks.   
 
Dave Anon of Firehouse Road brought attention to the success of the Brick Walk in Fairfield and the 
possibility of creating this same type of stone walk on lower Main Street.  
 
Tom Sciortino of Main Street was in agreement that the area of lower Main Street needs to be 
addressed.    
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There being no further business to discuss the March 26, 2013 Special Meeting of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission adjourned at 9:45 p.m. with unanimous consent.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Helen Granskog 
Clerk of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
      
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
  
 
 


