
TOWN COUNCIL       
            TRUMBULL, CT         
        www.trumbull-ct.gov                                                                                     

 
    Pride in our past                      Faith in our future   

   
                           

MINUTES 
January 7, 2008 

      
CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Trumbull Town Council was called to 
order at 8:03 p.m. by Chairman Mark Altieri.  All present joined in a moment of silence 
and the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  The clerk called the roll and recorded it as follows: 
 
Dan Marconi    Jeffry Jenkins   Kathleen Bivona 
Michael Rappa   John DelVecchio, Jr.  Carl Massaro 
Suzanne Testani   Debbie Lamberti  Chad Ciocci 
Jane Deyoe    Perry Molinoff  Dan Helfrich 
Robert Pescatore, Jr.    Mark Altieri   Anthony Scinto  
Mary Beth Thornton   Martha Mark     
Cheryl Bochet    Matt Reale    
      
 
ABSENT:  John Rotondo, Michael London 
 
* Chairman Mark Altieri exercised his right not to vote unless otherwise noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Moved by Mr. DelVecchio, seconded by Mr. Massaro to 
approve the December 3, 2007 Minutes as presented. 

                  
DISCUSSION ITEM:  Trumbull High School Building Committee 
 
Trumbull High School Building Committee Chairman Jim Nugent was unable to attend. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM:  Traffic in the Daniels Farm Road and Strobel Road areas. 
 
Mr. Marconi explained that especially in the mornings, there are a lot of traffic issues in 
the Daniels Farm Road and Strobel Road area and that he, Mr. Rappa and Mr. Reale are 
starting to have discussions with the Board of Education, Police Department and Public 
Works Department to try to improve the situation.  
 
Moved by Mr. Massaro, seconded by Mr. Molinoff to take the next item out of order. 
 
VOTE:  Carried unanimously 
 
 



  

Item 9.   RESOLUTION TC22-9:   Moved by Mr. Massaro, seconded by 
      Mr. DelVecchio 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the pension plans as recommended by the Volunteer Firemen’s 
Fund Board are hereby adopted.    
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 6-0 to  
recommend. 
 
Members of the Volunteer Firemen’s Pension Fund Board explained that most, but not  
all, of the contributions will come from the fire taxes. Each Company will decide the  
amount that will be contributed each year. Each Company will audit their own Plan. For  
the past few years, each Company has budgeted for this contribution in their annual  
budgets. 
 
Moved by Mr. Rappa, seconded by Ms. Bivona to amend to read as:  BE IT RESOLVED, 
That the Service Award Programs as recommended by the Volunteer Firemen’s Pension 
Fund Board are hereby adopted.    
 
VOTE:   Passed unanimously 
 
VOTE:    Adopted unanimously as amended 
 
Item 1.   RESOLUTION TC22-1:   Moved by Mr. DelVecchio, seconded by 
      Ms. Bivona 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That Lee DeFusco of 35 Catherine Street is hereby reappointed as a  
member of the Land Acquisition and Preservation Committee for a term extending to the  
first Monday in December, 2011.   
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 3-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
Item 2.   RESOLUTION TC22-2:   Moved by Ms. Mark, seconded by  
      Mr. DelVecchio 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That Neil Lieberthal of 59 Vixen Road is hereby reappointed as a 
member of the Greater Bridgeport Transit Authority for a term extending to January 1, 
2011.   
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 3-0 to  
recommend.  
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
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Item 3.   RESOLUTION TC22-3:   Moved by Ms. Bivona, seconded by 
      Mr. DelVecchio 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the reappointment by the First Selectman of Anthony Johnson 
of 43 Regina Street as a member of the Golf Course Commission is hereby approved for 
a term extending to the first Monday in December, 2012.   
   
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 3-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
Item 4.   RESOLUTION TC22-4:   Moved by Mr. Ciocci, seconded by Ms. Deyoe 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the appointment by the First Selectman of Don Espach of 34 
Colonial Drive as a member of the Golf Course Commission to fill a vacancy created by 
the resignation of Francis Burke is hereby approved for a term extending to the first 
Monday in December, 2008.    
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 3-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
Item 5.   RESOLUTION TC22-5:   Moved by Ms. Thornton, seconded by Mr.    
      Molinoff 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the reappointment of Joanna Bruner of 22 Powder Mill Road as 
an alternate member of the Board of Finance is hereby approved for a term extending to 
the first Monday in December, 2010.    
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and amended Ms. Bruner’s  
address to 22 Powder Mill Lane. They voted 4-0 to recommend as amended. 
 
The committee report was recognized as an amendment with unanimous consent. 
 
VOTE:   Passed unanimously 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously as amended 
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Item 6.   RESOLUTION TC22-6:   Moved by Mr. Jenkins, seconded by  
      Ms. Thornton 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the appointment of ________________ of  _______________ 
as an alternate member of the Board of Finance to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Patrick Helfrich is hereby approved for a term extending to the first 
Monday in December, 2008.    
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and amended by inserting:  
Steven Lupien of 35 Deep Gorge Road. They voted unanimously to recommend.  
 
The committee report was recognized as an amendment with unanimous consent. 
 
VOTE:   Passed unanimously 
 
VOTE:   Adopted 17-0-1 (Abstention: Ciocci) 
 
Item 7.   RESOLUTION TC22-7:   Moved by Mr. Helfrich, seconded by 
      Mr. Marconi 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the reappointment by the First Selectman of James Blanchfield 
of 35 Brookside Drive as a member of the Volunteer Firemen’s Pension Fund Board is 
hereby approved for a term extending to the first Monday in December, 2010.   
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 4-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
Item 8.   RESOLUTION TC22-8:   Moved by Ms. Testani, seconded by  
      Ms. Bivona 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the reappointment by the First Selectman of Dave DeLibro of 
14 McGuire Road as a member of the Volunteer Firemen’s Pension Fund Board is hereby 
approved for a term extending to the first Monday in December, 2010.   
 
Committee report:  R&R Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 4-0 to  
recommend.  
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes-Council 01-07-08.doc  www.trumbull-ct.gov 4



  

 
Item 10.   RESOLUTION TC22-10:   Moved by Ms. Deyoe, seconded by 
        Mr. DelVecchio 
    
BE IT RESOLVED, That the First Selectman is hereby authorized to sign a lease 
agreement between Sprint Nextel and the Town of Trumbull for space located in the attic 
of Trumbull Town Hall, 5866 Main Street, Trumbull. 
 
Mr. Scinto recused himself and left the room at 8:28 p.m. He is employed by one of their 
competitors.  
 
Committee report:  L&A Committee met on January 2, 2008 and after conducting a  
Public Hearing, voted 6-0 to recommend. 
 
In response to several  questions posed to him by Mr. Pescatore, First Selectman Ray  
Baldwin explained that the Town Council works by committee. The appropriate time to  
request information is at the subcommittee meeting or at some time in advance of the full  
Council meeting so everyone has the opportunity to get the information at the same time  
and then make their assessment accordingly. Information would have been provided to  
him previously, had he asked for it. 
 
Mr. Baldwin explained the agreement is for one antenna, not a cell tower.  The single  
antenna will be above his head. As far as he knows, there are no health risks. Antennas of  
this sort are currently located all over town including St. Joe’s Manor, the Marriott, the  
Trumbull Mall and in most steeples and churches. There would be no communication in  
Town if all these antennas were removed.   
 
This proposal is for one antenna that will provide service for the back up communication  
system for the Town’s emergency services (Police, Fire, EMS and Public Works). It is  
expected that this single antenna will significantly improve coverage in the dead zones in  
the greater town hall area.  
 
Ms. Mark stated that she’s spoken to many of her constituents in District 5 and they do  
not want this antenna.  
 
Moved by Mr. Pescatore, seconded by Ms. Testani to postpone. 
 
VOTE:  Failed 8-9 (Approved: Mark, Lamberti, Pescatore, Deyoe, Testani, Massaro,  
Jenkins, Ciocci) 
 
VOTE:   Adopted 11-6 (Opposed: Pescatore, Lamberti, Testani, Deyoe, Mark, Ciocci) 
 
Mr. Scinto rejoined the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 
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Item 11. RESOLUTION TC22-11:   Moved by Reale, seconded by 
        Ms. Bivona 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That Resolution TC21-227, authorizing the First Selectman to 
execute an Agreement between the State of Connecticut and the Town of Trumbull for 
the installation of a Traffic Control Signal at the intersection of Route 127 at Shawnee 
Road is hereby rescinded.   
 
Committee report:  L&A Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 0-6 to not  
recommend. 
 
Mr. Pescatore stated he is in favor of traffic control in that area of White Plains Road.  
 
First Selectman Ray Baldwin explained that discussions started approximately five years  
ago with Christian Heritage, businesses owners and residents on White Plains Road,  
Department of Transportation, Trumbull Police Department and others regarding traffic  
calming devices and operations on the road. The DOT controls Route 127 (White Plains  
Road) and they stated that an esplanade would not be cost effective and they never  
followed through on exploring a turn lane in front of Christian Heritage. The plan  
proposed by the State is not ideal and is not what we wanted in totality, but is the best  
being offered. 
 
Mr. Pescatore stated he is concerned regarding Christian Heritage. He measured the  
distance between Shawnee Road and the exit. It is about one-tenth of a mile.  He is  
concerned that the exit from Christian Heritage may be possibly blocked making the  
situation worst.  
 
Mr. Baldwin explained the Sidewalk Committee will be extending the sidewalks further  
south along White Plains Road to Christian Heritage School.  
 
Mr. Altieri asked Mr. Pescatore to clarify his concerns. 
 
Mr. Pescatore stated he is concerned that during busier times of the night, that the traffic  
back up may go beyond the exit at certain times of the day if there are numerous cars on  
the road blocking that exit-way. He spoke to some of the Christian Heritage parents who  
have emailed him and he would like their concerns to be noted.  
 
Chairman Altieri reminded Council that a vote to rescind is an affirmative vote and a no 
vote will leave it the way it is. 
 
VOTE:  Failed 0-17-2 (Abstention: Altieri, DelVecchio) 
*Chairman Altieri voted on this item. 
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Item 12.   RESOLUTION TC22-12:   Moved by Mr. Molinoff, seconded by 
        Ms. Bivona 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town’s representative is hereby authorized to settle a 
workers compensation claim known as Anna Finnegan v. Trumbull BOE.   
 
Committee report:  L&A Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 6-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
Item 13.   RESOLUTION TC22-13:   Moved by Mr. Scinto, seconded by 
         Mr. Reale 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town’s representative is hereby authorized to settle a 
workers compensation claim known as Louise Schoyen v. Trumbull BOE.   
 
Committee report:  L&A Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 6-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
  
Item 14.   RESOLUTION TC22-14:   Moved by Ms. Bochet, seconded by 
             Ms. Thornton 

    
   BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Attorney, be and same is hereby authorized to settle  
   a matter known as Warren Jacques v Paul Kallmeyer, Docket Number Civil No.  

3:04CV000579.       
 
Committee report:  L&A Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 6-0 to  
recommend. 
 
VOTE:   Adopted unanimously 
 
Item 15.   RESOLUTION TC22-15:   Moved by Ms. Lamberti, seconded by 
        Mr. Marconi 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That RESOLUTION TC20-53 be amended to provide that the 
Trumbull High School Building Committee be comprised in part by four (4) members of 
the Town Council, no more than two (2) of which may be from the same political party.  
 
Committee report:  L&A Committee met on January 2, 2008 and voted 2-4 (Approved  
Massaro, Jenkins) to not recommend.  
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Mr. Massaro stated the committee’s total membership is 12. At the L&A meeting, we did  
not know that Mr. Shepard would be resigning. So, with Mr. Scinto’s technical  
disqualification and the recent resignation of Seth Shepard, there are 2 vacancies. That 
being the case, he believes the passage of this resolution will restore the committee to its  
constituted number of 12 instead of increasing the total committee membership as was  
believed at the L&A meeting.   
 
Majority Leader Thornton asked what the advantage was to adding more Council  
members to the committee? What would the added value to Council be? She could  
understand if the individual had construction or experience in high school renovation but  
to add more Council members just for the sake of adding them does not make sense.  
 
Minority Leader Massaro explained the Council members were originally put on the  
committee so they could provide immediate input from the Council and immediate  
feedback to the Council membership in each caucus. Passage of this resolution will  
enhance that communication.  
 
Mr. Ciocci noted that Mr. Scinto currently serves as the Vice Chairman of the committee.  
He has months of experience with the committee and that is his value. He recalled that as  
a member of the Democratic caucus, Ms. Thornton had been a member of the committee.  
Mr. Ciocci asked if she’d reconsider going back on the committee because if Council is  
seeking experience and knowledge, there would be nobody better than her.  
 
Chairman Altieri reminded Mr. Ciocci that the resolution is not about any one particular  
person, but rather is generic language within our own resolution. 
 
VOTE:   Fails 9-10 (Approved: Deyoe, Lamberti, Ciocci, Jenkins, Testani, Mark,  
Pescatore, Scinto, Massaro) 
 
Item 16.  RESOLUTION TC22-16:   Rendered moot 
 
Item 17. RESOLUTION TC22-17:   Out of Order 
 
Mr. Helfrich moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. DelVecchio.  With no further business 
to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. with unanimous consent. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Lusebrink, 
Council Clerk 
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