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MINUTES 
 
The Chair called the Legislation & Administration Committee meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. All 
present joined in a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. The Chair asked all present to 
remember Trumbull High School graduate Conor Wynne who recently passed away in the moment of 
silence.  
 
The clerk called the roll and recorded it as follows: 
Present:  Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman, Joseph Pifko,  
  Daniel  Marconi, Edna Colucci. 
 
Absent:  Patrick Helfrich, Ken Martin, Sr., Alternate and Thomas Christiano, Alternate.  

 
Also Present: Town Council Chairman Carl A. Massaro, Jr., Chief of Staff Lynn Arnow, Director of 

Finance Maria Pires, Chief Building Official Graham Bissett and Town Council 
members Cindy Penkoff and Vicki Tesoro. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. RESOLUTION TC25-51: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Pifko 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the budget of the Trumbull Day Commission for Trumbull Day 2014 
is hereby approved. 
 
Trumbull Day Chairman Elizabeth Mastroianni was present. Mr. Massaro explained the budget is 
an estimate based on last year’s expenses. There will not be a large expenditure for an entertainer at 
this year’s event. Ms. Arnow explained the commission has determined if they use entertainers at 
no cost it is difficult to have control over what kind of entertainment is provided, therefore they 
will use performers at nominal fees as they did last year. Due to time constraints the commission 
will not be able to organize a Battle of the Bands for this year’s event but hopes to next year. Ms. 
Arnow indicated the estimated budget provided to the committee is within 5% of last year’s 
numbers. The numbers used are on the generous side in order to ensure they have all of the 
necessary resources. The commission is working hard on comparative pricing and has a good 
campaign for soliciting vendors. It is the commission’s intention to charge an entrance fee although 
the commission has not yet voted on this. Mr. Massaro stated the numbers may shift as the 
commission decides what they will charge vendors this year. Ms. Arnow indicated for the Chair 
that there is $35,000 available to the commission (profits from the previous year). The commission 
hopes they will not have to use those funds. They are reaching out to find other amusement 
companies and working on comparative pricing. If they stay with the same company they will 
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negotiate a better cost. Mr. Massaro stated the council will receive updates from the Trumbull Day 
Commission. Ms. Mastroianni agreed.  
 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 
2. RESOLUTION TC25-61: Moved by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. Marconi. 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Chapter 5, Buildings and Building Regulations, 
Article 1, Section 5-3 Schedule of Permit Fees of the Trumbull Municipal Code, be and the same is 
hereby amended.  
 
Graham Bissett, Chief Building Official, stated the last time the department revised the fee 
schedule was 5 years ago. He would like to bring the Commercial Mechanical fees in line with the 
Commercial Building fees. The proposed changes to the fee schedule are as follows: 
 

� Mechanical fees from $10 per $1,000 to $12 per $1,000. A $2.00 per $1,000 increase. 
� Temporary Kiosks Fees from $20.00 per 300 sq. ft. with a minimum of $ 20.00 to a flat 

fee of $250 for tents, carnivals and circuses. Temporary kiosks are not done as much 
anymore. Town events such as Trumbull Day would be exempt.  

� The addition of a processing fee of $10 for every permit issued. This will cover the 
annual cost of the department’s permitting software. Other municipalities charge a 
processing fee as well.  

 
Trumbull is in line with most other towns’ fees. Mr. Bissett stated the proposed changes are 
moderate amounts. A $2.00 increase on a project such as 5520 Park Avenue would bring in an 
additional $40,000. Economic Development Director Mr. Lavernoich provided a letter to the 
committee indicating the fee increase would not negatively impact local businesses or deter 
businesses from coming to Trumbull. Mr. Bissett confirmed that the residential permit fees are not 
being changed. The change to the temporary structures is based on the fact that the mall is not 
using temporary kiosks such as car shows with card tables anymore. An average amount charged 
for a temporary kiosk under the current fee structure was $150 and would now be a flat fee of 
$250. The only exemptions are for Town buildings. The current $250 administrative fee for 
historical buildings under Demolition is part of the Town regulations to cover the cost of the legal 
notice in the newspaper. Mr. Bissett explained if emergency work needed to be done, i.e. restoring 
service in the middle of the night, they would not be charged extra for doing the emergency work 
without a permit. This provision is in the current fee schedule, it is not a proposed change.  
 
The Chair OPENED the Public Hearing at 7:20 p.m. 
There was no one from the public to speak. 
The Chair CLOSED the Public Hearing at 7:21 p.m. 
 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously 

 
3. RESOLUTION TC25-68: Moved by Ms. Colucci, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Blum Shapiro, be and the same is hereby appointed as the Independent 
Auditor for the Town of Trumbull for Fiscal Year 2013 to 2014 pursuant to year three of the 
agreement. 
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Ms. Pires explained the resolution represents the annual appointment of the outside/independent 
auditors. The Town went out to bid in 2012 for a 3-year contract. This is the third year of the 
existing contract. This not a new contract. The Town is pleased with the firm. 
 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 
4. RESOLUTION TC25-69: Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Pifko. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That schematic plan as related to the window replacement project at 
Middlebrooks Elementary School is hereby approved. 
 
Mr. Massaro explained he had been advised earlier in the day that the Building Committee has not 
seen the schematics to date. The committee is meeting for the first time this week and is not 
prepared to recommend this to committee at this meeting. Mr. Massaro suggested holding in 
committee until next month.  
  
Moved by Ms. Colucci, seconded by Mr. Pifko to HOLD IN COMMITTEE. 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 
5. RESOLUTION TC25-70: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Pifko 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Section 6, Enforcement of Provisions False Alarm 
Abatement of the Trumbull Municipal Code is hereby amended.  
 
The public hearing was scheduled for the April 7, 2014 Town Council meeting.  
 
Ms. Tesoro stated she has discussed ways of informing the public of this ordinance with the 
council in December 2013 and subsequently with Chief Kiely. Notification is still scrolling on 
Channel 17 and was put on the Town website she does not believe it has been in the newspaper 
since December 2013. Ms Tesoro stated she believes more needs to be done to make the public 
aware of this ordinance.  1.400 alarm users have registered their systems to date. The Chief 
estimates there are between 3,000 - 4,000 alarm users in total. $17,000 in fines has been collected 
to date. This resolution would not fine the alarm user on the first false alarm; instead they would be 
given a warning and a registration form. If they fail to register the alarm within 30 days of the first 
warning the fine would be assessed. Letters could be sent out to all of the alarm users, but there is a 
substantial cost to that. The Chair noted the Resolution number of the full resolution attached to the 
agenda needed to be corrected to read as TC25-70 not 72. The clerk noted the correction for the 
record.  Ms. Tesoro stated that most people would comply with registering their alarm systems if 
they were aware of the requirement. The committee discussed the cost of an independent mailing to 
the alarm users. It was estimated at $8,000. Ms. Tesoro stated her preference is to not do the 
mailing but to notify the public by way of this resolution, issuing a warning and a registration form 
to the alarm users if their system activates a false alarm. Mr. Pifko stated he has no issue with this 
resolution but since the next resolution on the agenda has issues that need to be reviewed by legal 
counsel (refunding the fines collected to date) and is related to this resolution he suggested holding 
both resolutions in committee until further research is done. Ms. Penkoff requested a cost be 
broken down per false alarm call. Mr. Constantini would like it confirmed that it is possible to 
refund the fines collected to date. Ms. Tesoro noted that the first resolution (TC25-70) can be 
approved without the second resolution, (TC25-71) and suggested instead of holding  the 
resolutions in committee to have the town attorney review the matter before the April 7th Town 
Council meeting. Ms. Tesoro confirmed for Ms. Colucci the goal is to have the residents register 
the alarm systems and believes there has been a lack of notice based on the fact that only 1,400 out 
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of a potential 3,000-4,000 users have registered to date. There is no cost to registering. After 
discussion and review the committee agreed Resolutions TC25-70 and TC25-71 are related and 
need to be handled at the same time. Ms. Arnow stated they had met with the Chief, it is their 
belief that part of the service agreement with an alarm notification system is that they tell the alarm 
user that they must register with the Town. Ms. Arnow requested more time to gather samples of 
the contracts and also to do research on how many of those fined to date were first time offenders 
v. 2nd or 3rd time offenders. They are on a fact finding mission and will need more time to gather 
the information. The committee agreed the rebate issue is related to this resolution and needs to be 
further researched. Mr. Pifko stated for the record he believes the ordinance needs to be amended 
but it needs to be done right and has to be done as a whole.  
  
Moved by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. Constantini to HOLD IN COMMITTEE. 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED 4-1 (AGAINST: Macaroni). 

 
6. RESOLUTION TC25-71: Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Marconi 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That any and all fines and penalties charged to alarm users 
in violation of Section 6 ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS (a) Failure to register - False Alarm 
Abatement Ordinance of the Trumbull Municipal Code are hereby refunded from the date said 
fines were assessed through the date that Resolution TC25-73 becomes effective. 
 
The public hearing was noticed for the April 7, 2014 Town Council meeting. 
 
Moved by Ms. Colucci, seconded by Mr. Constantini to HOLD IN COMMITTEE. 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to discuss and upon motion made by Ms. Colucci, seconded by Mr. 
Pifko the Legislation & Administration Committee adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:42 p.m. 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
__________________________________ 
Margaret D. Mastroni, Town Council Clerk 
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TC25-70 FULL RESOLUTION 
 
RESOLUTION TC25-70: BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Section 6, Enforcement of 
Provisions False Alarm Abatement of the Trumbull Municipal Code is hereby amended by deleting 
Section (a) Failure to register and replacing said section with the following: Section (a) Failure to 
register. Any alarm user as defined in Section 1 herein, who fails to register their alarm system, will be 
issued a warning by the Trumbull Police Department to register their alarm within 30 calendar days. 
The alarm user will receive an alarm registration form at the time said warning is issued and must 
register within 30 calendar days of receipt. If registration is not made within 30 calendar days of the 
receipt of the warning, the alarm user will be charged $100 for that year and for each year said alarm is 
not registered. In addition the alarm user shall pay $50.00 for each false alarm until the alarm system is 
registered in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.  

 

 

 
 


