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LEGISLATION & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

APRIL 28, 2014 
 
Chairman Suzanne Testani called the Legislation & Administration Committee to order at 7:05 p.m. All 
present joined in a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. The Chair asked all those present to 
remember Maren Sanchez the 16 year old Jonathan Law High School student who was slain this week. 
 
PRESENT:    Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman, Daniel Marconi  
   and Ken Martin, Sr. 
ABSENT:   Joseph Pifko, Edna Colucci, Patrick Helfrich and Thomas Christiano. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Director of Finance Maria Pires, Director of Labor Relations, James Haselkamp,  
   Town Council members Lori Rosasco Schwartz, Tony Scinto, Cindy   
   Penkoff, Vicki Tesoro, Town Attorney Robert Nicola, Attorney Timothy   
   Ward and Deputy Chief Michael Harry of the Trumbull Police Department. 
               
Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Constantini to take items #2 & #3 out of order. 
VOTE: Motion Carried unanimously.  
 

1. RESOLUTION TC25-74: Moved by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town attorney is hereby authorized to settle a worker’s 
 compensation claim known as Kevin Nicholas v. the Town of Trumbull 
 
 Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Marconi to enter into EXECUTIVE SESSION for 
 the purpose of discussing pending claim/litigation. 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
 The Legislation & Administration Committee entered into Executive Session at 7:08 p.m. with 
 L&A Committee members Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman, 
 Daniel Marconi, Ken Martin, Sr. and Town Council members Lori Rosasco Schwartz, Tony 
 Scinto, Cindy Penkoff, Vicki Tesoro, Director of Finance Maria Pires, Director of Labor 
 Relations James Haselkamp and Attorney Timothy Ward present. 
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 Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Constantini to end EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 The Legislation & Administration Committee ended EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:18 p.m. 
 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 
2. RESOLUTION TC25-75: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, That funding for a labor agreement between the Town of Trumbull and 
 UPSEU, Local 424, Unit-7 (MATE) beginning July 1, 2013 and ending June 30, 2017 is hereby 
 approved. 
 
 Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Martin to enter to EXECUTIVE SESSION for the 
 purpose of discussing contract negotiations. 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
 The Legislation & Administration Committee entered into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:20 p.m. 
 with L&A Committee members Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman, 
 Daniel Marconi, Ken Martin, Sr. and Town Council members Lori Rosasco Schwartz, Tony, 
 Scinto, Cindy Penkoff, Vicki Tesoro, Director of Finance Maria Pires, Director of Labor 
 Relations James Haselkamp and Attorney Timothy Ward present. 
 
 Moved by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mr. Marconi to end EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
The Legislation & Administration Committee ended EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:31 p.m. 
 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously 

 
3. RESOLUTION TC25-73: Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Martin. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the agreement between the Town of Trumbull and Trumbull Loves 
Children, Inc. is hereby approved. 
 
Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Martin to enter to EXECUTIVE SESSION for the 
purpose of discussing contract negotiations. 
 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
The Legislation & Administration Committee entered into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:33 p.m. 
with L&A Committee members Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman, 
Daniel Marconi, Ken Martin, Sr. and Town Council members Lori Rosasco Schwartz, Tony, 
Scinto, Cindy Penkoff and Vicki Tesoro. 
 
Attorney Robert Nicola entered EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:36 p.m. 
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Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Martin to end EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  
The Legislation & Administration Committee ended EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Moved by Mr. Martin, seconded Mr. Constantini to HOLD RESOLUTION TC25-73 in 
committee. 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 
4. RESOLUTION TC25-70: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Section 6, Enforcement of Provisions False Alarm 
 Abatement of the Trumbull Municipal Code is hereby amended. (Full Resolution Attached)  
 Mr. Marconi read the full resolution into the record (See Attached). 
 
 Ms. Tesoro stated based upon the attached update entitled “Alarm Abatement of Fact Sheet” 
 distributed to the committee by the Chief of Staff prior to this meeting 1,472 people have 
 registered their alarms to date. This represents less than half of the alarm users. The 
 proposed resolution will warn the alarm users, allow them to register within 30 days in lieu of 
 being fined $100.  
 
 Deputy Chief Harry stated the False Alarm ordinance was advertised/noticed in: 

� Trumbull Times 
� Connecticut Post (twice) 
� Town website 
� Notice to the residents was included in the First Selectman’s letter in the annual tax 

mailing and will be again this year.  
 

False alarms have cost the department $13,623 to date in this year. Deputy Chief Harry 
distributed and reviewed with the committee multiple reports, Alarm Info and the Trumbull 
Police Department Alarm Registration form (See Attached). Since the enforcement of the 
ordinance there have been 713 alarms and 221 fines have been waived. People have been 
utilizing the appeal process. The Sergeant in charge of the Records Division is monitoring the  
registrations and appeals. The appeal process is outlined in the ordinance. There are currently 
267 people that have not responded to the late registration letter sent after a false alarm. Ms. 
Tesoro stated the proposed resolution is another way of giving notice to the resident. Mr. 
Constantini reiterated his concern with being able to guarantee when notice goes out that every 
person sees it. People are obligated to know the law. 

 
 The Chair OPENED the PUBLIC HEARING at 8:12 p.m. 
 There were two people from the public present to speak. (Public Comment Attached) 
 The Chair CLOSED the PUBLIC HEARING at 8:18 p.m.  
 
 Attorney Nicola spoke to spoke to his concern with regard to enforcement and the amount of 
 time it will take the department to administer if the ordinance if this resolution was adopted. Mr. 
 Constantini stated notice has gone out to the residents notifying them of the ordinance in many 
 forms and spoke to the specific process of adopting any and all ordinances. He cautioned 
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 handling this one differently could set a precedent for future legislation. Ms. Tesoro stated she 
 believes every resident should have gotten a letter. She is not against the ordinance or fines. This 
 resolution would eliminate the need for a hearing officer.  
 
 VOTE: Motion FAILED 2-2 (AGAINST: Constantini and Testani) 

 
5. RESOLUTION TC25-71: Moved by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mr. Constantini.  
 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That any and all fines and penalties charged to alarm 
users in violation of Section 6 ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS (a) Failure to register - False 
Alarm Abatement Ordinance of the Trumbull Municipal Code are hereby refunded from the date 
said fines were assessed through the date that Resolution TC25-71 becomes effective.  
 
Ms. Tesoro stated she believes that people should be refunded the fines based on her belief that 
people simply didn’t know that there was an ordinance in place. Atty. Nicola stated the proposed 
resolution would violate the ordinance and state statute. Mr. Constantini stated that if this 
resolution violates state statute he could not support it. 

 
The Chair OPENED the PUBLIC HEARING at 8:42 p.m. 
There was one (1) person from the public present to speak. (Public Comment Attached) 
The Chair CLOSED the PUBLIC HEARING at 8:43 p.m. 

 
 Attorney Nicola’s noted the person from the public’s suggestion to change the ordinance and 

refund the fines would violate the statute. The people have the right to appeal by statute, those 
who did not appeal did not take advantage of their rights under the law and based on what has 
been heard they would have received a fair outcome. 

 
VOTE: Motion FAILED unanimously.  
 
There being no further business to discuss the Legislation & Administration Committee 
adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
        
Margaret D. Mastroni, Town Council Clerk 
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TC25-70 FULL RESOLUTION: 
 
RESOLUTION TC25-70: BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Section 6, Enforcement of 
Provisions False Alarm Abatement of the Trumbull Municipal Code is hereby amended by deleting 
Section (a) Failure to register and replacing said section with the following: Section (a) Failure to 
register. Any alarm user as defined in Section 1 herein, who fails to register their alarm system, will be 
issued a warning by the Trumbull Police Department to register their alarm within 30 calendar days. The 
alarm user will receive an alarm registration form at the time said warning is issued and must register 
within 30 calendar days of receipt. If registration is not made within 30 calendar days of the receipt of 
the warning, the alarm user will be charged $100 for that year and for each year said alarm is not 
registered. In addition the alarm user shall pay $50.00 for each false alarm until the alarm system is 

registered in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
RESOLUTION 25-70 
 

1. Mr. Tony D’Aquilla of 29 Valleyview stated he was in favor of the ordinance when Chief Kiely 
had spoken. He was not aware at that time of all the subtleties that of come up. There appears to 
be arbitrary decision-making. There does not seem to be rules and regulations as to how this 
officer handles an appeal. Everybody has to be treated equally. He was pleasantly surprised to 
hear of the tax mailing. Everybody who receives the tax bills has been alerted but questions 
about the people who do not reach receive the tax mailing. Mr. D’Aquilla fully supports fines for 
false alarms. There are five patrol cars on the road in the evening hours. Taking two off the road 
results in a 40% reduction in protection and finds that problematic. This has to be reviewed 
carefully to make sure everybody is treated equally. 

 
2. Chairman of Police Commission Jack Testani of 50 Cranberry Drive stated he understands the 

concerns. The commission is concerned about what the false alarms are doing to the department 
with regard to staffing. The cost of false alarms basically equates to the cost of a full-time police 
officer’s annual salary. An effort has been made to make the public aware of this and there will 
be a continued effort. Moving forward we should continue to make the residents aware and what 
their responsibilities are and refine the processes. The ordinance is necessary. 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
RESOLUTION TC25-71: 
 

1. Mr. Tony D’Aquilla of 29 Valleyview stated it is his assessment that the original resolution was  
 Flawed. The implementation and administration of it is flawed and does not think it’s fair to 
 impose fines on people while others do not pay fines. This is a question of fairness. The 
 ordinance should be changed and when we change the ordinance the money should be refunded. 
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