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LEGISLATION & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
DECEMBER 29, 2014 

MINUTES 
 

The Chair called the Legislation & Administration Committee to order at 7:45 p.m. 
 
The Clerk called the roll and recorded it as follows:  
Present:  Chairman Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman,  
  Joseph  Pifko, Ken Martin, Sr., Alternate and Daniel Marconi. 
 
Absent:   Edna Colucci (Patrick Helfrich and Thomas Christiano, Alternate recently 

 resigned replacements forthcoming.) 
 
Also 
Present:  Town Council Chairman Carl A. Massaro, Jr., Chief of Staff Lynn Arnow, Town 

 Council Members Tony Scinto, Cynthia Penkoff, and Vicki Tesoro, Economic 
 Development Director Edward Lavernoich and Director of Labor Relations 
 James Haselkamp. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Pifko to take Item #2 out of order. 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
1. RESOLUTION TC25-147: Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Pifko. 
 BE IT RESOLVED, That funding for a labor agreement between the Town of Trumbull 
 and Trumbull (Non-Supervisory) Highway and Parks Employees Union Local 1303-33, 
 Council #4, AFSME, AFL-CIO from January 1, 2012 through June 30, 2016 is hereby 
 approved. 
 
 Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Pifko to enter into Executive Session for the 
 purpose of discussing contract negotiations. 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 The Legislation & Administration Committee ENTERED into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 
 7:46 p.m. with L&A Committee members Chairman Suzanne Testani, Vice-Chairman 
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 Enrico  Constantini, Joseph Pifko, Ken Martin, Sr., Alternate and Daniel Marconi, Town 
 Council Chairman Carl A. Massaro, Jr., Chief of Staff Lynn Arnow, Town Council 
 Members Tony Scinto, Cynthia Penkoff, and Vicki Tesoro for the purpose of discussing 
 contract negotiations. 
 
 Moved by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. Constantini to END EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 The Legislation & Administration Committee ended Executive Session at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Pifko to amend by striking the word January 
 and replacing it with July. The resolution shall read as: 
 “RESOLUTION TC25-147: BE IT RESOLVED, That funding for a labor 

 agreement between the Town of Trumbull and Trumbull (Non-Supervisory) 

 Highway and Parks Employees Union Local 1303-33, Council #4, AFSME, AFL-

 CIO from July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2016 is hereby approved.” 
 
 VOTE: Motion to amend CARRIED unanimously. 
 VOTE: As amended CARRIED unanimously. 
 
2. RESOLUTION TC25-94: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
 BE IT RESOLVED, That the acquisition of real property known as 6175 Main Street, 
 Trumbull, CT is hereby approved; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the First Selectman is hereby authorized to 
 execute any agreements or take any necessary steps to complete the acquisition. 
  

Mr. Lavernoich distributed an updated Situational Summary (Attached). The resolution 
had been held in committee due to a number of concerns. Those concerns were addressed 
as follows:  
� A Title Search was conducted by a local title searcher hired by the Owen, Schine and 

Nicola law firm. A mortgage was found in favor of the owners. The mortgage would 
be released before the Town would take possession. The Town attorneys do not view 
this as an issue.  

� Environmental Reports - Samples were taken and tested there was a hot spot for lead 
paint under one sign. The owners commissioned a Phase 3 environmental assessment 
with Thunderbird Environmental. The report had been distributed prior to this 
meeting. The results showed no additional investigation or remediation was 
necessary. Mountain Laurel provided an opinion letter which had been distributed to 
the committee prior to this meeting and they concurred with the Environmental 
Report.  

 
A draft agreement is attached to the Updated Situational Summary. The agreement is not 
in its final form. The tenant will more than likely take the bill boards down if they can not 
repair them, but they have expressed an interest recently to repair the bill boards. They 
only have five years left of a 20-year lease. The cost to repair would not be recouped 
within the remaining five years. Due to the fact the signs are in wetlands repairing them 
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would be a major undertaking. Mr. Lavernoich confirmed for the committee the tenant 
would be subject to the Blight ordinance. If the Town were to acquire this property there 
would be not be an option for the tenant to renew their lease. It would be unlikely they 
would invest funds to repair the signs. Mr. Lavernoich stated one of the earlier 
environmental reports noted the dumpster did not have any visual evidence of leakage. 
The committee also noted the responsibility of any contamination from the gas station 
would be the gas station’s responsibility not the Town’s.  
 
Mr. Martin spoke against the resolution and stated he would not vote for the resolution. 
He believes this would be a liability for the Town. Lead had been tested on site but 
thought the structures should be tested as well. The soil should have been tested for 
contaminants by a third party. Mr. Martin stated the acquisition was happening too fast 
and questioned why the blight was not being addressed at this juncture. Mr. Constantini 
cautioned since this property is unbuildable the owner could stop paying the taxes and 
this could be a foreclosure. The owner could also sell the property to Lamar who would 
then be in total control of the property. The committee agreed the bill boards are the 
issue. Ms. Penkoff spoke to encroachment issues discussed at a previous meeting and the 
mortgage on the property. Mr. Massaro stated the mortgage goes back to 1986 and there 
is probably very little due. The Town will get this property free and clear or it will not 
take it. Only after the Town is the owner can it proceed to work with the gas station with 
regard to encroachment. The Town does not have permission to test the signs which are 
considered personal property of the tenant. Mr. Lavernoich stated there had been two 
environmental reports by two consultants and neither has raised an issue with regard to 
asbestos. Lamar’s critical path to repair the signs would be to go through the Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Commission this would result in a very expensive repair of 
the signs. With only five years left of their lease there is not enough time to recoup the 
cost of repair. If this resolution was not approved it is likely the current owner would sell 
the property to Lamar and it would be possible for them to recoup the cost of the repairs.  
Mr. Massaro explained this is not a residential property, it does not fall under the 
Transfer Act and there is no required disclosure. This resolution is about the billboards. 
The Town can not command the action of having them take the billboards down before 
acquiring the land. Mr. Lavernoich confirmed for Ms. Tesoro that the P&Z 8-24 approval 
had taken place. The committee requested the agreement in its final form before the full 
January Town Council meeting. The $409,000 is an opinion of what the value is it is not 
an appraisal and that is the owner’s issue not the Town’s. 
 
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously 4-1 (AGAINST: Martin) 
 

3. RESOLUTION TC25-148: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
 BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Council has authorized the preparation of schematic 
 drawings and an outline of specifications to accomplish the Middlebrook Elementary 
 School window project. 
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 Mr. Massaro explained this resolution and the next are a product of the State’s review for 
 funding of this window and remediation project. There is a deadline for any such project 
 with the state to be filed by June 30th. This project is beyond the June 30th deadline. Mr. 
 Massaro has been working with the State and the BOE Superintendent’s office to put 
 together the information necessary for special legislation for this project’s funding. The 
 Town did what they were supposed to do from the onset, but it did not pass language 
 muster for the State. The Superintendent and the Facilities Director asked that these 
 resolutions be written with the correct language and brought to the Town Council for 
 approval. The language the State asked to be included in the resolution is as follows. 
 “Town Council has authorized the preparation of schematic drawings and an outline of 
 specifications”. 
 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  
 
4. RESOLUTION TC25-149: Moved by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
 BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Council has authorized the Superintendent of 
 Schools or his designee to file a grant application for the Middlebrook Elementary 
 Window replacement and environmental abatement project, further the Town Council 
 authorizes the Superintendent of Schools to accept or reject said application when it is in 
 the best interest of the Town and Board of Education. 
 
 Mr. Massaro explained this resolution represents how the State wants the resolution to 
 read, although this is not the usual process. The BOE usually needs council’s 
 approval to file a grant not authorization to do so. It is usually done in a cooperative 
 manner, the project is approved and a building committee is formed. This resolution 
 gives implicit authorization to the Superintendent to file the grant application. 
 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  
 
 There bring no further business to discuss and upon motion made by Mr. Marconi, 
 seconded by Mr. Constantini the Legislation & Administration Committee adjourned by 
 unanimous consent at 9:07 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
        
 Margaret D. Mastroni, Town Council Clerk 
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