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FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

MINUTES 
 

The Chair called the Legislation & Administration Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. All present 
joined in a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. The Chair asked all present to 
remember the family tragedy in Harrison, NY this past weekend and the Wesleyan students.  
 
The Clerk called the roll and recorded it as follows:  
Present:  Chairman Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Enrico Constantini, Vice Chairman,  
  Joseph  Pifko, Edna Colucci, (arrived at 7:22 p.m.), and Daniel Marconi. 
 
Absent:  Scott Wich, Mary Beth Thornton, Alternate and Ken Martin, Sr., Alternate. 
 
Also 
Present:  Director of Finance Maria Pires, Workman’s Comp Counsel Bill O’Connor and 

 Economic Development Director Ed Lavernoich.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. RESOLUTION TC25-159: Moved Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Pifko. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town attorney is hereby authorized to settle a worker’s 
compensation claim known as Philip Hynes v. the Town of Trumbull.  
 
Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Pifko to enter into Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussing pending litigation. VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
The L&A Committee entered into Executive Session at 7:02 p.m. with L&A members  

 Chairman Suzanne Testani, Chairman, Vice Chairman Enrico Constantini, Joseph 
 Pifko, and Daniel Marconi, Director of Finance Maria Pires and Town Attorney Bill 
 O’Connor for the purpose of discussing pending litigation. 
 Moved by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. Marconi to end Executive session at 7:14 p.m. 
 VOTE: Motion to end executive session CARRIED unanimously. 
 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
2. RESOLUTION TC25-160: Moved by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. Constantini. 
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To consider and act upon a resolution which would appropriate $3,200 from the Fund 
Balance to Town Clerk 01013600-522205/Program Expenses. 

 
 Ms. Pires explained this resolution represents supplemental updated to the Municipal 
 Code. Updates to the code need to be done periodically as new ordinances and/or 
 revisions are adopted by the Town Council. Recently there have been larger updates 
 which cost more. The budget for FY 2015 was $3,500 and has budgeted $5,000 for FY 
 2016. The Town Council has adopted many updates/ordinances to the code this year. The 
 Chair noted there was one in particular that came before the council that was 
 lengthy. It was to update the code to be in compliance with the Charter. 
 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
3. RESOLUTION TC25-161: Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Marconi. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the option to renew the appointment of Blum Shapiro is hereby 
reaffirmed as the auditor for FY 2014-2015.  
 
Ms. Pires stated the Town had gone out to bid in 2012 for an auditor. There was a 3-year 
contract in place with two options to renew. The audit is a time consuming process and is 
difficult to change auditors every three years. Ms. Pires spoke in favor of exercising the 
option to renew with this firm for one year for the FY 2014-2015 audit. Ms. Pires spoke 
in favor of all the bidders, and noted they were all qualified.  
 

 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 

4. RESOLUTION TC25-162: Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Piko. 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the First Selectman is hereby authorized to file an application 
and enter into agreements and take all necessary actions to receive State of Connecticut 
grant funding from the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) for the Municipal 
Connection Program made available to the Town of Trumbull for the purpose of 
connecting to the Nutmeg Network, pursuant to CGS 4-124s and the Director of Finance 
of the Town is hereby authorized to sign contracts related to the implementation of the 
project. (Full Resolution Attached). 
 
Mr. Lavernoich explained he was present on behalf of the Director of Technology, Bill 
Chin. The Nutmeg Network program is funded through federal Era funds. Approximately 
5 years ago the State received an allocation. Over the past 4 years they have been 
expanding the broadband network throughout the State through local governments, 
mostly through public safety and education operations. (Ms. Colucci arrived at 7:22 p.m.) 
The Town has 4-5 buildings already in the Nutmeg Network: A BOE building, the Police 
Department and three of the Fire Districts. They would like to expand the connection to 
bring the broadband and the savings from participating in the network to the 
administrative offices at the Town Hall. The Technology Director has worked with the 
Department of Administrative Services at the State level. The State Department 
confirmed the Town could connect to either to the BOE building or the Trumbull Center 
Firehouse. It has been determined it would be better to connect to the firehouse, since the 
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future use of the BOE building is unclear.  An estimate of $26,000 by Fibertech, the 
contractor chosen by the Stare was provided as back-up to this agenda. The Town is 
eligible for 100% funding. If the cost comes in less or more the Town will receive 
whatever the final amount is.  
 
Mr. Lavernoich distributed and reviewed a background overview to the committee, 
(Attached). The resolution contains language specific to the requirements of the grant. 
Ms. Pires stated the Town currently pays $1,400 per month for the internet connection 
with Charter after this connection is made the Town will only pay $507 per month for 
faster service.  
 
Mr. Lavernoich clarified for Mr. Constantini the funds are federal funds that have already 
been allocated. The State has been using the funds for the past 4 years. If funding were 
not in place the Town would not move forward with the project.  
 
Mr. Lavernoich explained the basis of this project started with the Federal Recovery Act. 
They wanted to make infrastructure investments to improve the broadband all over the 
country. This was important for American commerce and government interaction 
competiveness. There were areas of the country that were significantly slowed down due 
to poor internet performance. This resolution represents the second stage to spread it to 
all of the local government functions within the State.  

 
 VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 
 
 There being no further business to discuss and upon motion made by Mr. Pifko, seconded by Mr. 
 Marconi the L&A Committee adjourned at 7:31 p.m. by unanimous consent. 
 
  
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
        
 Margaret D. Mastroni, Town Council Clerk 
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Full Resolution TC25-162: 
 
 

RESOLUTION TC25-162: BE IT RESOLVED, WHEREAS, The State of Connecticut grant funding 
from the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) for the Municipal Connection Program has been made 
available to the Town of Trumbull for the purpose of connecting to the Nutmeg Network, pursuant to 
CGS 4-124s; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipal Connection Program will provide grant funding for the Public Safety 
Data Network (PSDN) Network Connection Expense related to the cost of connecting Trumbull Town 
Hall with the Trumbull Center District Firehouse at 860 White Plains Road, currently estimated at 
$26,900; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the aforementioned connection will improve the internet connection 
between the properties and result in cost savings for the Town of Trumbull; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there are no matching funds or additional hardware purchases required of 
the Town for pursuing the project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as of the date of adoption of this resolution, Timothy M. Herbst is the First 
Selectman of the Town of Trumbull, with a current term that runs until December 2015; and  
   
 WHEREAS, as of the date of adoption of this resolution, Maria T. Pires is the current 
Director of Finance of the Town of Trumbull, appointed by the First Selectman.  
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Trumbull Town Council endorses the Town of Trumbull’s 
participation in the State of Connecticut Nutmeg Network; and  
 
 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Trumbull Town Council authorizes the First 
Selectman to file an application, enter into agreements and take all necessary actions related to 
receiving the grant funding described herein, and the Director of Finance of the Town is 
authorized to sign contracts related to the implementation of the project.        
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