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MINUTES 
Water Pollution Control Authority Meeting 

February 25, 2015 
 
The Trumbull Water Pollution Control Authority held their monthly meeting, on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Long Hill Room, Town Hall, 5866 Main Street, Trumbull, Connecticut.  
 
Members Present:     Also Present: 
Jeffrey Wright, Chairman     Frank M. Smeriglio, PE, Town Engineer 
Fred Palmieri, Vice Chairman (left 8:00)   Dennis Kokenos, Esq. Town Attorney  
Laura Pulie      Christine Kurtz, Wright-Pierce      
Paul Whetstone, Alternate     Roberta Rubenstein, Assistant Tax Collector 
Members Absent:     Andy Palo, Board of Finance Member (left 7:40) 
John Gray       
Timothy Hampford  
 
 
Chairman Wright welcomed everyone to the February 25, 2015 meeting of the Trumbull WPCA at 7:05 p.m.  
 
MOTION made Wright seconded Palmieri to open the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  No discussion.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
Chairman Wright would like to change the regular Agenda schedule to move up the Meadow Wood Road  
sub-division sewer connection issue.  
MOTION made Pulie seconded Palmieri to move forward Agenda item Meadow Wood Road sub-division. No 
Discussion. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
4.  New Business. 
Meadow Wood Road: sub-division sewer connection.  Frank Smeriglio gave the following summary:  On Meadow 
Wood Road there is a sub-division where they took two lots and created a third lot.  It is an existing road and 
sewers were put in as part of Contract 3. What happens when there is a new lot created and someone wants to 
make a connection for a sewer main they have to come in and get approvals from the WPCA and it was noted the 
owner is in attendance.  We have been going through the approval process with the owners and planning and 
zoning about creating the third lot.  He believes the third lot was approved so the next step is to get WPCA 
approval to tie in.  We are going to work with the owner and builder to go through the details of the project and 
upon our satisfaction of the details then we would issue a permit when they come in to apply for a permit.  He 
pointed out to the owner that when they come in for a building permit that will initiate the process for a sewer 
assessment.  Currently there is an assessment on the existing property where the house is and a deferred 
assessment on the second lot that was vacant and the building permit for that will trigger the deferred assessment 
to become active.  Now that they created a third lot there will be another assessment.  According to Frank’s 
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calculations the assessment will be $20,703.00 plus a $500.00 unit charge.  The owner has the option of either 
paying that in full or spread it over twenty years at the rate that existed during the project because the rate and 
terms of that project would apply to this assessment.  The vote tonight is to approve the connection and for the 
owners to work with the engineering department to review the details.  Attorney Kokenos inquired about going 
through the assessment process and Frank added it has to go through the formal process. 
 
MOTION made Pulie seconded Palmieri to approve the Meadow Wood Road subdivision sewer connection and 
for the owners to work with the engineering department to review the details.  No discussion.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
1. Minutes to previous meetings. 
Chairman Wright asked if anyone had any questions pertaining to the Minutes of the February 4, 2015 meeting.  
Commissioner Pulie noted she has to abstain because she was not at the meeting. There being no questions, 
comments or modifications, 
MOTION made Palmieri seconded Wright to accept the February 4, 2015 Minutes as presented.  No discussion.  
Three in favor, one abstained (PULIE).  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
2. Wright-Pierce Update.   
I/I Rehab Design.  Christine Kurtz said the I/I rehab design is work they are doing under their current on-call 
project.  They are adding the design of the rehab items from the Phase 3 report into Phase 2.  The project should 
be ready to be on the streets in May so the fixes will start happening in the summertime.  This is the most active 
project that they are working on right now.  She asked if there were any questions.  Questions included how the 
fixes will be handled, whether it will be bid out, funding, and timetable.  Frank told the Commission that it will go 
out to bid and he thinks the budget for Phase 2 and Phase 3 combined was about $600,000. Christine said 
construction wise it would be between a three to a six month construction window and all or most of it is non-dig 
rehab and will be lining, grouting and fixes. Commissioner Palmieri commented that it should be done by the 
calendar year and she agreed.  Chairman Wright asked who writes the parameters for the construction contracts 
and she said they do and Frank explained there are two parts to it, Wright-Pierce would do the technical specs and 
he will review it.  Then we deal with the general specifications the front end specs, the town has their own set and 
Wright-Pierce combines it with construction standards. Chairman Wright wanted to know if this is different from 
the way we’ve operated in the past.  In general no, but Christine said she thinks it is probably a tighter process all 
around. Frank said he can’t speak for what was done in the past or for what was done three years ago, but in the 
last two years we’ve always had a consultant do the technical specs, we review it and then we do the general 
specifications, the special conditions and then the purchasing department have their general conditions that they 
put in as well.  Chairman Wright inquired if we are doing things differently than we were ten years ago and both 
Frank and Christine agreed that yes we are.   
 
3. Old Business. 
6448 Main Street: St. Joseph’s Manor.  Frank Smeriglio recapped that a representative of the property owner was 
in a few months ago and he informed us that there is a credit he was getting from Aquarion.  There is a meter at 
the property and Aquarion realized that there were errors with the meter.  Roberta Rubenstein from the tax 
department was present and Frank explained she was assigned the task to work with Aquarion and the property 
owner to determine what the actual credit was and to confirm that Aquarion agreed with those credits.  She 
provided a summarized chart for the Commission.  Frank said what is unique is that these credits go back to 2010.  
What happens is if Aquarion provided a credit in this current fiscal year then we are able to make the adjustments 
on our billing system.  But, because we have already done true-up with Bridgeport and we already paid Bridgeport 
there is an issue with us just approving anything from 2013, 2012, 2011 and so forth.  The issue is that we have 
already paid Bridgeport and we would have to get a credit from them.  Roberta Rubenstein said all the money for 
this consumption has already been given to Bridgeport.  The Commissioners questioned who would have to put in 



Water Pollution Control Authority 
February 25, 2015 

 

 3

the request to Bridgeport for the credit.  Frank said we probably would have to inform Bridgeport of this issue 
and Roberta agreed because we collected the money.  Some of the Commissioners thought we did that a few 
months ago.  Frank recapped what was done three months ago was the property owner came in told us that there 
is this issue and Roberta, the owner and Aquarion were assigned the task to provide a summary of what the actual 
credits were.  When the property owner came in he said that he was given a credit, but we still have to verify with 
Aquarion, we have to go through it and make sure everything is in one summary and approved by Aquarion so we 
know exactly what the numbers were. So, this is the summary Roberta prepared.  Commissioner Palmieri wanted 
to know if the Commission should expect this to be a procedural thing with Bridgeport WPCA or should we 
expect an issue.  Attorney Kokenos said he would expect and issue because this is as Frank said money that was 
budgeted for and already spent for not only Trumbull but also Bridgeport.  The user is essentially asking for the 
City of Bridgeport to find approximately $200,000 and reimburse them.  Like Frank said this is not an issue during 
the fiscal year where a true up could be done and there’s no real exchange of money.  He can’t speak for what the 
Bridgeport WPCA is going to do, but he can certainly say they are going to have to analysis this and see whether 
or not they are going to go into their budget and actually come up with this money and actually reimburse the 
user.  Commissioner Palmieri noted that theoretically there is the potential they can deny the reimbursement and 
Attorney Kokenos said they could and there is no way we can know.  Normally we understand this procedure and 
we’ve done it before when it’s during the fiscal year and because there has been no actual exchange of money it’s 
not been an issue.  Commissioner Palmieri noted it not like we can make our next payment minus this. Attorney 
Kokenos agreed and said the other issue that comes up is we are receiving the percentage equalizer so he would 
think eighty-six and a half percent of this would have to be reimbursed by the City of Bridgeport and the 
remainder would have to be reimbursed by Trumbull.  We really cannot make a determination until the City of 
Bridgeport does because this is something that already has been paid for.  Chairman Wright wanted to know if an 
application has been made and Attorney Kokenos indicated not to his knowledge.  Frank said no and the reason 
why is when he came in three months ago he told us about certain credits and he informed us that there were 
additional credits coming, so that is why it took the two months to get it summarized. Chairman Wright 
questioned the purpose of this now and Frank said the purpose of talking about it tonight is to make the 
Commission aware and they formally asked to put this on the Agenda to see if the Commission would approve to 
give the credit.  Frank’s recommendation is that the Commission cannot and what would happen is we would 
inform Bridgeport of this issue and he thinks that the property owner should go and present this to Bridgeport’s 
WPCA.   
MOTION made Palmieri seconded Pulie to table any further discussion pending some kind of result from the 
City of Bridgeport.  No discussion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
5. New Business. 
Owens, Schine & Nicola Monthly Invoices: 
The Commissioners reviewed the invoices.   
Invoice 13980: Mark IV – Contract 4 Litigation - $900.00.  There being no comments or questions,   
MOTION made Palmieri seconded Pulie that the invoice be accepted as presented and pay Owens, Schine & 
Nicola invoice 13980 in the amount of $900.00.  No discussion. MOTION CARRIED. 
Invoice 13981: Mark IV v. Town of Trumbull – Defense $5,240.00.  Attorney Kokenos apologized and explained 
there are 3 entries on page 2 that should have been entries for another invoice and he will point it out when we get 
to it.  The total amount on invoice 13981 should be $3,500.00.  There being no other comments or questions, 
MOTION made Pulie seconded Palmieri to pay Owens, Schine & Nicola invoice 13981 for $3,500.00.  No 
discussion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
Invoice 13982: Bridgeport Regionalization Sewer Agreement - $4,445.00.  Attorney Kokenos will elaborate on 
these more in executive session. There being no comments or questions,   
MOTION made Palmieri seconded Pulie to accept and pay Owens, Schine & Nicola invoice 13982 in the amount 
of $4,445.00 as presented.  No discussion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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Invoice 13983: Mihaley – Town of Trumbull WPCA Sewer Assessment Appeal - $620.00.  There being no 
comments or questions, 
MOTION made Pulie seconded Palmieri to approve and pay Owens, Schine & Nicola invoice 13983 in the 
amount of $620.00. No discussion. MOTION CARRIED. 
Invoice 13984: VonStein – Town of Trumbull WPCA - $1,280.00.  Attorney Kokenos said the entries on the 
previous bill should have been on this bill and the total amount of invoice 13984 should be $3,020.00. There being 
no comments or questions,  
MOTION made Palmieri seconded Pulie to accept and pay Owens, Schine & Nicola amended invoice 13984 in 
the amount of $3,020.00. No discussion. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION made Wright seconded Palmieri to move into executive session with a caveat that he would like to have 
a personal conversation with finance member Andy Palo before we move into executive session.  No discussion.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION made Wright seconded Palmieri to leave regular session and move into executive session contingent 
upon conversation he has with Finance Member Andy Palo.  Attorney Kokenos said he is anticipating that the 
Chairman’s conversation with Mr. Palo will be whether or not he’s going to be invited into executive session so he 
recommends that maybe if the Commission would like to take a break they could do that and the Chairman could 
have a conversation with Mr. Palo.  Chairman Wright agreed and said he would like to have a conversation with 
Mr. Palo and with Attorney Kokenos in the room.  Attorney Kokenos noted then when we come back we can 
make the proper motion for executive session and state who will be in attendance and that would be his 
recommendation. 
 
MOTION made Palmieri seconded Pulie that the WPCA take a five minute recess.  No discussion.  MOITON 
CARRIED. 
 
The Vice Chairman called a recess at 7:25 p.m. and reconvened the meeting at 7:43 p.m.  
Finance Member Andy Palo left before the Commission went into executive session. 
 
6. Executive Session. 
MOTION made Wright seconded Palmieri to move into executive session to discuss preliminary drafts and/or 
notes as set forth by C.G.S. 1-210(b)(1) and/or discuss with the Town Attorney strategy and negotiations with 
respect to pending litigation as defined by 1-200(6) and/or to discuss attorney client-privileged information as set 
forth by 1-210 relating to the following:  

 Mark IV – Contract 3 and Contract 4 
 Regionalization and/or re-negotiation of Bridgeport Sewer Treatment Contract 
 25 Dogwood Lane 
 VonStein v. Town of Trumbull 
 Mihaly v. Town of Trumbull, et al 

Remaining in the executive session will be Jeff Wright, Fred Palmieri, Laura Pulie, Paul Whetstone, Christine 
Kurtz, Frank Smeriglio, and Attorney Dennis Kokenos. No discussion.  MOTION CARRIED.  
 
At 7:45 p.m. the tape recorder was turned off, the clerk left the room and the Commission went into executive 
session.   
Commissioner Palmieri left executive session at 8:00 p.m.  
 
MOTION made Wright seconded Pulie to close executive session at 8:38 p.m. and state that no vote was taken.  
No discussion. MOTION CARRIED.  
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The Chairman reopened the meeting. 
Attorney Kokenos provided the clerk with copies of the Stipulated Final Judgments in the Robert VonStein v. 
Town of Trumbull matter and Matthew Mihaly v. Town of Trumbull WPCA matter which were discussed in 
executive session.  He stated part of the discussion in executive session asked for the approval of the Commission 
for the town attorney to enter into these Stipulations.  He also stated for the record that this entails no payment of 
monies in these Stipulations.   
MOTION made Pulie seconded Whetstone that we authorize Attorney Kokenos to settle the two assessment 
appeals as he’s indicated VonStein v. Town of Trumbull and Mihaly v. Town of Trumbull WPCA and to state that 
they are for non-monetary relief.  No discussion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
There being no other business before the Authority,  
MOTION made Wright seconded Pulie to adjourn the meeting of February 25, 2015 at 8:40 p.m.  No discussion.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Joyce Augustinsky  
Clerk of the Commission  


