
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
August 5, 2009 

 
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Trumbull 
was held in the Town Hall on Wednesday, August 5, 2009. 
 
Members Present:  Richard Puskar, Chairman 
                               Michael Muir, Carl Scarpelli, Joseph Vitrella and alternate  
                               William Malmstedt 
 
Also Present:           James Cordone, Town Attorney and Bill Levin, Town Planner 
 
The following is a brief summary of the meeting.  The complete record is on tape, on file 
in the office of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
A quorum being present the Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Application #09-16 – Todd and Bonnie Kellogg, 17 Tahoe Circle 
 

Variance of Art. II, Sec. 1 with respect to insufficient yard requirements to 
construct a 7.6’x5.2’ covered portico (including stairs) 44.2’ from front property 
line.   

 
The applicant, Todd Kellogg, appeared.  A variance is requested to allow the construction 
of a covered portico for the purpose of providing weather protection.  
 
Two letters of approval from abutting neighbors were submitted. 
 
Application #09-17 – Edward Coyne, 20 Horseshoe Drive 
 
 Variance of Art. III, Sec. 1 with respect to insufficient yard requirements 
            to construct a 26’x42’ addition to an existing accessory building 4.2’ 
            from the rear property line at its closest point and 14.4’ from the W/S 
            property line at its closest point.   
 
Mr. Coyne presented the application.  The proposed plan indicated construction of an 
addition to an existing accessory building.  Upon inquiry, the applicant confirmed that 
construction was begun before a building permit was obtained.  Mr. Coyne informed that 
construction was halted upon the receipt of a cease and desist order by the Town.        
 
The submitted application included two surveys, which differed as to where the property 
lines were located.  A letter of approval signed by the abutting property owners was 
submitted for the record.  Mr. Coyne indicated that the structure would not be visible to 
the abutting properties or from the road.   
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The structure consisted of a two car garage, which the applicant described as pre-existing.  
Mr. Coyne confirmed that there is also an existing two car garage attached to residence.   
The applicant indicated that the remaining portion of the building would be utilized for 
the storage purposes.  In response to a comment as to the building’s unusually large size 
the applicant indicated that the plan meets the floor area ratio requirements for accessory 
buildings.   
 
Commissioner Muir remarked that only 10’x12’ sheds and free standing garages, for a 
total of no more than three garage spaces, are defined as permitted accessory buildings.     
 
Application #09-18 – David and Janet Freeburg, 8 Southgate Road 
 
 Variance of Art. III, Sec. 2.2.3 to construct a 12’x16’ oversized shed on a corner  

lot (Palmer Trail) 6.7’ from the W/S property line at its closest point.   
 
The applicant, David Freeburg, addressed the Commission.  Mr. Freeburg indicated that 
an oversized shed is needed as his residence contains no storage area.  The applicant 
considered the proposed location to be the most feasible due to the existence of a natural 
gas line easement and the configuration the property.  The Commission was advised that 
all abutting property owners have indicated their approval.   
 
Commissioner Muir commented that the plans indicate that the location of shed could be 
moved further away from the road   Mr. Freeburg responded that the lot is undersized and 
moving it closer to the rear would bring it into his yard.    
 
This concluded the Public Hearing 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

The following applications were considered and the Commission took action as follows. 
 
Application #09-16 – Todd and Bonnie Kellogg, 17 Tahoe Circle 
 
MOTION MADE (Savino), seconded (Vitrella) and unanimously carried (Puskar, Muir, 
Savino, Scarpelli, Vitrella) to approve Application #09-16, as submitted. 
 
Application #09-17 – Edward Coyne, 20 Horseshoe Circle 
 
MOTION MADE (Vitrella) and seconded (Savino) to approve Application #09-17.  
Vote:  In Favor (0) – Opposed (5):  Puskar, Muir, Scarpelli, Savino, Vitrella.  Application 
#09-17 - UNANIMOUSLY DENIED 
 

1. No zoning hardship was established 
2. The proposed plan did not conform to the regulations pertaining to accessory 

structures, as stated in Art. II, Section 1.3.2. of the zoning regulations. 
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Application #09-18 – David and Janet Freeburg, 8 Southgate Road 
 
MOTION MADE (Savino) and seconded (Vitrella) to approve Application #09-18.   
Vote:  In Favor (0) – Opposed (5):  Puskar, Muir, Scarpelli, Savino, Vitrella.  Application 
#09-18 – UNANIMOUSLY DENIED. 
 

1. The shed could be positioned further to the rear where it would be less    
      visible from the road.   

 
The next item on the agenda was a discussion on the regulations relative to sheds.   
 
The Town Planner submitted a list of possible amendments to the regulations governing 
sheds.  The proposed amendments were reviewed with the following being approved for 
submission to the Planning and Zoning Commission for consideration.   
 
Size Requirements  
 
Currently:  10’x12’ .   
 
Proposed:  Zone A – 10’x12’ . 
                  Zones AA and AAA – 12’x16’ .   
 
Set-back Requirements 
 
Currently:  Zone A – 10 ft.   
                   Zones AA and AAA – 20 ft. 
 
Proposed   Reduce the required setbacks to 5 feet in the A zone and 10 feet in the AA and    
                  AAA zones.   
 
Survey Requirements 
 
Retain requirement for an A-2 survey for all shed variance requests.  
 
The Town Planner to submit the recommendations of the ZBA to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for their review.   
 
There being no further business to discuss a motion was made by Commissioner Scarpelli 
and seconded by Commissioner Savino to adjourn.  The August 5, 2009 meeting of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals adjourned at 8:30 p.m. with unanimous consent.   
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The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on 
Wednesday, September 2, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the Trumbull Town Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Helen Granskog 
Clerk of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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