Town Hall
TOWN OF TRUMBULL 5866 Main Street

CONNECTICUT Trumbull, Connecticut 06611

Senior/Community Center and Library Study Building Committee
October 8, 2015
5:00 pm
Long Hill Conference Room, Town Hall

Present: Co-Chairmen Joseph Pifko and Daniel Marconi, Committee Members Rachel Yahwak, Lori
Hayes-O’Brien and Richard Seaman. Also Present: Lynn Arnow

Absent: Jeannine Stauder

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairman Pifko at 5:07 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Past Minutes

Motion was made by Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Marconi, to approve the minutes of
September 24, 2015 as written. Approved unanimously. Mrs. Yahwak also noted a correction for the
Public Hearing notes. Page 2, fourth paragraph should read -- ...He is a magistrate judge for the Superior
Court for the State of Connecticut...

Old Business

1. Survey Update: Mr. Pifko noted the Senior Survey has 623 responses and the Community
Center survey has 351. He noted there is one day that needs to be reviewed and perhaps the
responses discounted on that day. The surveys have been available for several weeks and
currently available until October 19. The committee is looking for 1000 responses. Mr. Pifko
suggested extending the survey deadline until after the public hearing dates so that people
could attend the hearings, gather more information, and then do the survey. Mrs. Hayes-
O’Brien suggested the survey be extended until at least the middle of November.

New Business
1. Public Hearing: Mr. Pifko noted the public hearing scheduled for October 28 has been changed
to October 20 due to a scheduling conflict at the Library. Mrs. Yahwak questioned whether the



senior meeting should be held before the next public hearing. She noted if the meeting was
held before the hearing, the seniors might be more inclined to attend the hearing. Her feedback
from the seniors is that they feel they are being left out of the process. They also feel a
community center is getting more attention than a new senior center. Many seniors are happy
where they are but have not been given an opportunity to speak about their feelings. The
seniors would like the meeting at the senior center. The best time for this meeting would be
between 10 and 12 during the day. Discussion was held regarding holding the public meeting on
a Saturday morning to accommodate the seniors and parents who may not be able to make an
evening meeting. After discussion it was agreed to keep the Public Hearing on October 20,
2015 as scheduled and hold a meeting with the seniors on November 62015 at 11am. It was
agreed this senior meeting should be a forum. Motion was made by Mrs. Yahwak, seconded by
Mr. Seaman to have a public forum meeting on November 6, 2015 at 11 am. Approved
unanimously. It was also moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Seaman, to move the Public
Hearing originally scheduled for October 28, 2015 to October 20, 2015. Approved unanimously.

2. Mr. Pifko discussed the possibility of doing site visits to some additional community centers
including Shelton, Orange and Easton. Mrs. Yahwak noted the seniors are happy to hear about a
computer center but do not like the idea of being around children. Discussion was held
regarding the public hearing comments and the fact that the survey findings could be very
revealing.

3. Mr. Marconi discussed the 5:00 pm time frame for the committee meetings. He suggested the
meeting time be changed to 7:00 pm so that more people could attend. After discussion,
motion was made by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mr. Seaman, to move the committee meeting
time to 7:00 pm. Approved unanimously.

4. Mrs. Hayes O’Brien commented on the name of the committee and whether the Library portion
could be dropped since they are conducting their own studies. Mr. Pifko noted the Library was
part of the charter when the committee was formed so it is still a part of the process.

5. Committee Openings: Mr. Pifko noted there is still one opening on the committee and that
people are being considered for the position.

Adjournment

There being no further business, motion was made by Mrs. Yahwak, seconded by Mr. Marconi, to
adjourn the meeting at 5:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Senior/Community
Center and Library Study Building Committee.



