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Community Room of the Trumbull Library

Mrs. Jamie Bratt introduced herself and noted that she has experience in hosting public meetings such
as this and was asked to facilitate tonight’s hearing. She is not a part of the building committee but
can speak regarding the Committee’s activities. She serves the town in the capacity of Director of
Economic and Community Development. She thanked everyone in attendance for their time to come
to the hearing. Mrs. Bratt noted there are several ways to contact the Committee -
ipifko@trumbull-ct.gov or through the main number at the town hall.

The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public what the committee has been up to so far and to
listen to the public for preferences for this project. In particular, at the prior public hearing, discussion
was held about the ideal senior center/community center , what would it include, geographic
centrality and also whether the public felt it would be okay to consider the combination senior
center/community center where at off hours, when the seniors did not use the center, programs
could be offered for other demographics. Also considering an overlapping of programs to broaden the
potential for more people to join was discussed. It was unanimous last time that, yes, it does make
sense to consider combining those functions. Discussion was held whether a recreation component
would also be appropriate, but the thought was that it wasn’t part of the scope of the committee.

The town may want to entertain it for a different project in the future and some felt that was a good
idea. The original charge of the Building Committee was to go out to other communities and research
what type of physical structure makes a good center. The center on Priscilla Place has great
programming but is in need of updating and the location is not central. Seven or eight facilities have
been visited, both in CT and outside in other states. They were charged with thinking about whether
it made sense to combine a senior center with a potential community center or a potential library.



The library has taken on its own master planning study and when the results of that study come out, it
will be a driving indicator for this Committee as to what the Library wants to do with their facility. At
that time, the Committee will be thinking about potential locations within the town. At this stage, the
Committee is deep in the process of listening and learning and probably in the next couple of months
will be finishing up that effort and moving into the output phase of the project and make
recommendations of potential sites.

Harold Bill -- noted that with the plans, the devil is in the details. Seniors have a wonderful facility
with the current senior center. Membership is $5.00 per year. With that you can attend whatever
you wish. Out of town membership is $20.00 per year. He was informed there would be new fees of
$500.00 per year and additional fees per class. That does add up. Some seniors will be hurt by that
increase and unable to pay. The senior staff is very good and they brighten his day. He noted the
private sector provides services, create private sector jobs and pay taxes. People can use private
sector services or not, such as equipment in an exercise room or childcare. Where does it end to
provide services to the citizens of Trumbull? Grandparents interact with grandchildren but do not
have to interact with them at the center. This has been an objection that has been heard. If we need
contact with children, we can volunteer at the hospital where children are patients or help at the
schools. The town puts a lot into the schools, investing in everyone’s future. At the other end of the
life cycle, it seems appropriate to honor the life of the seniors. The town can’t do all things for all
people because costs do arise. A community center serving many needs will increase taxes over time.

Mr. Pifko, co-chair of the Committee with Dan Marconi, corrected one comment made. He is not
aware that fees would be increased. This is how misinformation is spread and this information has
been checked with the Chief of Staff who was unaware of this proposed increase.

Dan Pechtol -- as a new senior turning 60, he has been to the Trumbull Senior Center a number of
times. They do a terrific job with a tremendously outdated facility. It is a facility where you wouldn’t
want to put kids in anymore; we shouldn’t be putting our seniors in it any more. He has been to a
number of other centers, both community and senior, specifically Fairfield, Ridgefield, Shelton and
Greenwich as well as other states. He felt some facilities offered other types of activities and are in a
place where you have walking trails the area. They have meeting rooms, fitness centers, running
tracks, classes. Whether it is a senior center or community center, it is a place to build the community
whether it is exclusively seniors or all others. He would like to hear where the committee visited,
what was seen, what stuck in their mind to say this is something that we should have here in
Trumbull.

Mrs. Bratt summarized by saying they visited all the ones mentioned with the exception of Ridgefield.
They have also been to Easton, Monroe and Shelton very recently. It seems the successful centers,
whether senior or community, have their number one feature as flexibility. There are open rooms
that can be multifunctional, natural light, some in a natural setting to provide walking trails and they
are easy to get around. We have heard from a number of seniors that one floor is ideal, but flexibility



is a key as well as the opportunity for active recreation. Mr. Pechtol noted the Ridgefield center was
built from scratch and is not a repurposed school building. It has an annex that is a senior center.

Mr. Marconi noted many places do not have enough space so the committee is looking for real estate
so that we can have all those activities. Also everyone wants to have a place to grab a cup of coffee.
They also want a quiet space to sit or read and share coffee.

Fran Pechtol — added that if we are going to make it a center and not put a recreational piece in there
where the community can benefit, then she would say it is silly. She felt the two should be combined
and do it once, do it right, do it from scratch and make it appeal to everyone.

Mrs. Bratt noted it seems to be the noise that is a concern. There is a strong demand across the age
brackets to join other people in quiet activities. That could be a library or senior center. The element
that is off putting for some people is the imposition of noise that comes along with that higher level of
activity. We need to be forward thinking.

Mrs. Pechtol suggested a senior center attached to a community center so that seniors who want to
go over to the other side can do that and the other part is specifically for seniors.

Mr. Marconi noted there seems to be very different activities in the various centers for the residents.

Mariam Down — What is the budget for the project? Mrs. Bratt noted the project is not at that level
yet. She noted when that is being discussed, it will be public and transparent and all documents will
be available for review. Now we are focused on desired uses and locations. She had a concern about
raising taxes. Mrs. Bratt noted public hearings would need to be held through Planning and Zoning
and one through Town Council. That would be the appropriate time for residents to speak to any
issues they have or speak with council representatives.

Pays $20.00 and loves the senior center. The building may not be perfect but everyone has the best
time. Everything provided is great. The biggest concern is the increase in fees. Buying land and a new
building will cost money and a lot of people can’t afford it. We must consider that the new building is
going to be wonderful and then up goes the budget.

Mrs. Bratt made notes about the consideration of the budget and scope of the project. There is broad
support for honoring the seniors in the community but these are valid concerns. The committee is
taking the time to do research and not rush into anything.

Mr. Deyo - spoke about having the schools in the mix.

Everyone was encouraged to contact the committee or town hall regarding this project.



Mrs. Pechtol asked where the concept of a new senior center came from. Did it come from the
seniors involved in the center now or someone else? Mrs. Bratt thought it was a very good idea had
by several people at a similar time. It is not brand new but has been coming to a point now where the
first selectman has asked that we look into moving that dream into a reality. She has heard from
people who use the facility and love it. The general thought is that Trumbull is a great town with
great resources and the demographic data shows that not only do we have a strong senior segment
now but that segment is growing in number and the up and coming seniors are changing what it
means to be seniors, including activities. It felt this would be an opportune time to bring this idea
that has come from the seniors, the administration and other leaders in the community and explore it
as a reality.

John, Copper Kettle Road - It is fantastic that the town is forward looking to see the future by at least
asking the question of what we should be doing for all kinds of things. We have upgraded the high
school and why shouldn’t the seniors have that type of thing. We should not be fearful that it will
price us out. Other towns are no more, or less, affluent than we are and they have been able to
handle it and over time we will be able to handle it too. He thinks it is fantastic that we have the
Committee to get us a better senior center with or without a community center. Keep up the good
work.

Mrs. Bratt noted that just as seniors who no longer have children in the schools but help to support
the taxes, if a senior center or community center is approved, it will be the entire town who will be
contributing to it.

Mr. Pifko thanked Mrs. Bratt for her work as host for the public hearings. He noted another meeting
will be held at the Senior Center on November 6" at 11:00 and one will also be held on a Saturday to
accommodate those residents who cannot make it during the week. We are really a think tank and
everything is an option. He noted one option is staying right where we are and remodeling the senior
center. Another option is to find another building to remodel or build a new center. Another option
is build everything new but all options are hypothetical. We are nowhere near discussing budget.
This really helps us because it raises some really good issues. Trails and outdoor activities make sense
but when you talk to seniors it means something else. They did notice that if you lower the age of the
senior center to 55, it changes the complexity of the center tremendously. It is much more active.
Also, don’t call it a senior center, give it another name. It is a long road ahead and input is important.
He is open to speak to anyone at any time and if you hear any other rumors, please run it past the
Committee to keep things correct.

The next public meeting is November 6 at the Senior Center and then an announcement will be made
for the Saturday date when it is determined. You can watch the presentations on TV. We still have to
go through many steps before a proposal is made. We do have two surveys for seniors and one for
the general community. The senior populations in Trumbull will be 25% in 2016. This is 65 and up.
This is an important demographic and it is important that every town have a reasonable distribution
of demographics in age. We want to keep the seniors here and keep them happy to age in place.
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Speaker Unknown — look at age 55 and then age 65 and see how many of the 65 are actually using the
center. She does not use the center because there are other facilities where they offer things she
likes. Space is definitely a concern. She is all for a community center for 55 and up.

Public hearing was closed.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk



