Town Hall
TOWN OF TRUMBULL 5866 Main Street

CONNECTICUT Trumbull, Connecticut 06611

Senior/Community Center and Library Study Building Committee
Thursday, November 19, 2015
7:00 pm
Long Hill Conference Room, Trumbull Town Hall

Present: Co-Chairmen Joseph Pifko and Daniel Marconi; Committee Members Rachel Yahwak, Lori
Hayes-QO’Brien, Richard Seaman and Jeannine Stauder

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairman Pifko at 7:04pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment

Bob Cryoskie of 279 Dayton Road, spoke noting he was requested by the director of the Senior Center to
speak regarding the meetings at the Senior Center and the Library. He noted the forum at the Senior
Center had a good crowd and that he also attended the public hearing at the Library. He noted most of
the attendees at the Library did not belong to the Senior Center and seemed focused on pickle ball.

Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mrs. Yahwak, seconded by Mr. Seaman, to approve the October 22, 2015 minutes
as written. Approved unanimously.

Mr. Pifko noted the committee should discuss both the Senior Forum and the last Public Hearing at the
Library, information on the surveys and what steps the committee should take at this point in time.

Public Hearings/Forum

Mrs. Yahwak noted the seniors at the Forum are active members of the Senior Center and they are very
passionate about the Center. They are concerned about the cost to them if another center is built.
However, if that was the decision, she felt they would be fine even though they do not like change. The
meeting on 11/21 was attended by people who are not members of the Senior Center and she felt it was
unfair to bring up the topics they addressed because they are not informed on these topics. They also
brought up topics that were not within the scope of the committee. Mrs. Stauder noted one take away



from the meetings was that the seniors want one level and a kitchen. Mr. Pifko noted the $200 rumor
for fee increase has been consistent in the hearings. This was raised several times at the Senior Center
Forum and at the Library. Unfortunately that clouds everything the committee is trying to do because
we cannot get a clear vision of what seniors want when they are focused on that topic.

Mrs. Yahwak stated the committee may have jumped the gun with the public hearings and should have
gathered more information so the committee had more answers to some of the questions. Mrs. Hayes-
O’Brien noted that people do not really know what the committee is doing and what was going on. To
some it was a surprise. She mentioned the recent Newtown project for a new community/senior
complex.

Mrs. Stauder stated the Library had a large attendance at their public hearing and felt it was due to the
fact that the Library is a large part of the community. The Library has many services for the town and
benefits everyone where the Senior Center tends to one particular section of the community.

Discussion was held on the possibility of addressing a senior center first and a community center in the
future. It was felt the committee should put together their vision of a senior center that they think is a
concrete idea. Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien felt there needs to be a community center aspect to add more space
which was mentioned several times in the public hearings. Mrs. Stauder also noted the Library is also
looking for more meeting space. Mr. Marconi noted the committee should not focus on just the senior
center but he felt the committee needs to gather more information and base the decision on all the
information collected. He feels it should be joint use and was disappointed that such a small amount of
people attended the meetings.

Newtown Community Center/Senior Center Project

Discussion was held regarding how the research for the Newtown project was conducted. Mrs. Hayes-
O’Brien presented information to the committee regarding the project and noted they had done more
to inform the residents of the town about meetings and the overall project. The committee felt they
had done many of the items mentioned but realize they did not touch all residents. Mr. Marconi
questioned if we could use this information to help the Committee with their project in Trumbull.

Discussion was held regarding a direct mailing to residents requesting them to complete a survey and to
encourage them to attend a public hearing. Also discussed were posters/flyers disseminated
throughout the town with pertinent information regarding the project. Mrs. Stauder suggested the
surveys be available in various places in town. Some seniors would prefer a paper copy to complete.

Surveys
Mr. Pifko noted the community survey had 422 responses and the senior survey had 683 responses.
However, these numbers reflect the erroneous data collected when the surveys were tampered with.



New Business

After discussion of the Newtown project, it was felt that additional information should be gathered.

Mrs. Hayes O-Brien will help with the dissemination of any information and Mr. Marconi stated he
would approach Bullard-Havens to see if one of their classes would like to take on making posters as a
class project. It was felt that dissemination of any further information should wait until after the first of
the year due to the holiday season. The committee will have time to decide exactly what information
should be included in the mailing and on the posters. Mr. Marconi felt this step was needed so the
committee can collect information and know that the information is good and not just the opinion of the
committee. The Library recommendations should also be available at that time which can be
considered.

Mr. Pifko noted the committee could use the time in December to visit the Long Hill building as well as
the community centers in Ridgefield and Orange. The committee felt that the Shelton Center is the best
they have seen so far and that they are willing to share their plans with the Committee. The Committee
would need to alter the plans to some extent to accommodate the needs of the community for extra
rooms and possibly a second floor. There are many options to be considered to determine what type of
building should be designed.

Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien noted that there was discussion of statistics regarding the use of the Senior Centers
and program attendance. She noted there was a study conducted in 2009 of the senior centers in CT
which indicated that the majority of the centers do not know who is using the facility and for what
reason because there is no accountability. By using fobs, this information may be available and it should
be a part of our recommendations. However, the design of the building would need to accommodate
one entrance for security reasons.

Further discussion was held regarding the dissemination of information to the residents. Message
content of the mailing will be determined. It was also suggested an email be available in the event
residents would like to make comments. Mr. Pifko noted an email has been set up through the town
but no one has used it to date. Mrs. Yahwak felt there should be an article in the Trumbull Times to be
printed in conjunction with the mailing which would include more information on the project.

Committee Openings
Mr. Pifko noted the Town Council will be adding additional members to the Committee. These
individuals have been contacted and have building backgrounds.

Next Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be on December 3, 2015 at 7:00 pm.



Adjournment
Motion was made by Mrs. Stauder, seconded by Mrs. Yahwak, to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Senior/Community
Center and Library Study Building Committee.



