Town Hall
TOWN OF TRUMBULL 5866 Main Street

CONNECTICUT Trumbull, Connecticut 06611

Senior/Community Center and Library Study Building Committee
Thursday, February 4, 2016
7:00 pm
Long Hill Conference Room, Trumbull Town Hall

Present: Co-Chairmen Joseph Pifko and Daniel Marconi; Committee Members Lori Hayes-O’Brien,
Joseph Costa, Dawn Cantafio and Jeannine Stauder, Richard Seaman and Rachel Yahwak

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairman Marconi at 7:04 pm followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Public Comment
No public comment.

Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mr. Seaman, seconded by Mrs. Yahwak, to approve the minutes of January 27,
2016 as written. Approved unanimously.

Needs Assessment Recap

Mr. Pifko began by thanking Mr. Costa for his contribution at the last meeting with regard to the needs
assessment program. The Committee received the updated information and has had time to review the
numbers and make changes, if necessary. Mr. Seaman felt appropriate accommodations were made for
meeting/activity rooms. His concern was parking and storage which he felt had been addressed.

Mr. Pifko questioned how much would be altered by the actual design. Mr. Costs noted the information
isin a program. Once you start to design the building there will be some adjustments to the program.
He did not feel there would be much difference in the square footage. The design team would move
towards that goal. Mr. Costa noted the program would be cleaned up by removing information that is
not pertinent to the assessment before it is given to the design team.



Mr. Pifko noted this information and the status of the project will be reported to the Town Council at its
March meeting. Renovation of the current Senior Center was discussed. By moving the project forward
quickly, it will eliminate the renovations to the current center, lowering overall costs to the project. The
center can just move into a new facility and the current building can be designated for another use. He
noted the project needs to move forward with site selection.

Mr. Marconi noted the Committee makes a recommendation to the Town Council using survey results,
site visit information, etc. We would note the Committee is making a “best guess” at what the building
should include and then the project moves forward. Mr. Costa noted it would be advantageous to have
the endorsement of the Town Council on the plan so the Committee has backing and support when
seeking funding.

Discussion was held regarding the distribution of materials to be discussed to the Town Council prior to
their meeting. Comment was made that if the Committee wants feedback that evening, the Council
would need to have the information to review prior to the meeting. Mr. Pifko noted $500,000 has been
approved to start the project which would include site excavation, surveying, architectural consults, etc.
$7.5 million is being requested in next year’s budget for the project. This amount was based on square

footage.

Mrs. Cantafio questioned if the Committee is considering expansion when determining a site. It was
agreed that would be part of the criteria as the project will start out as a senior center. If the town
decides to have more of a community center aspect, they would have room for expansion.

Discussion was held regarding the parking rate. Mr. Costa noted site improvements are based on a per
acre basis. Traffic studies will need to be conducted for the site chosen. It was felt this would be done
by the Police Department.

After reviewing the needs assessment results, Mr. Pifko recommended that one additional meeting
room be added to the list as meeting rooms are very important to this project. The Committee decided
to add an additional meeting room of 300 sq. ft. to the project. Mr. Costa will remove capacity analysis
and clean up the list for presentation to the Town Council.

Mr. Costa recommended the Committee consider a narrative to address the issues and the Committee’s
vision for the project. This would also give guidance to the design team. It would be beneficial to list
the Committee’s recommendations for features to be included in the design such as color scheme, non-
institutional furniture, fluid movement, airy feeling, windows inside and outside, appropriate ceiling
height, expansion possibility, and safety.

Discussion of the current Senior Center’s kitchen renovation was held. Mrs. Yahwak noted the plan
presented to the Senior Commission has changed after a meeting was held with town administration
and a walk through of the facility. It is unknown what plans will move forward. Management of the
kitchen was briefly discussed. This will be determined at a later date after completion.
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Site Selection

Mr. Pifko presented to the Committee the proposed site selection of Island Brook Park noting the
following:

43 acres

Town owned so there are no acquisition costs

Near the new LHFD

Has existing entrance

Campus feeling

Tennis/ball fields

Utilities on site
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Parking

9. Some wetlands on the property but on the edge.
Mr. Pifko noted this is the least disruptive of all the properties considered and is the easiest to replace.
The Board of Education property would have had a domino effect with relocation of current occupants,
rehab of other buildings, smaller footprint, infringement on residents, loss of fields, etc. It also presents
other problems with regard to the land itself. Mr. Pifko noted Island Brook would give the town options
for the design team. Consideration would need to be given to expansion of the existing parking. This
location also lends itself to other benefits such as solar orientation and abundant natural light. A second
egress to the facility will be a part of the traffic study.

Mr. Marconi made a motion to recommend the selection of Island Brook Park for the project. Seconded
by Mrs. Stauder. Discussion. Mr. Costa felt this was a great site and it will give the design team many
options to consider. A recommendation will need to be given regarding the parking since the project
will be sharing with other existing entities on the property. Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien reiterated the Building
Committee regulations as they pertain to this project. Motion was approved unanimously by the
Committee.

To prepare for the Town Council meeting in March, Committee members were assigned different
portions of the presentation as follows:

1. Summary of Site Visits — Mrs. Stauder

2. Site Selection — Mr. Pifko

3. Summary of Surveys — Mrs. Hayes O’Brien

4. Needs Assessment Worksheet — Mr. Costa

It was agreed to cancel the scheduled Committee meeting on February 18 and move the meeting to
February 25 in order for more time to complete the above assignments.



Adjournment

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Hayes-O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Costa, to
adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Senior
Center/Community Center and Library Study Building Committee.



