Town Hall
TOWN OF TRUMBULL 5866 Main Street

CONNECTICUT Trumbull, Connecticut 06611

Trumbull Community Center Study and Building Committee
Thursday, September 15, 2016
7:00 pm
Long Hill Conference Room, Trumbull Town Hall

Present: Co-Chairmen Joseph Pifko and Daniel Marconi; Committee Members Jeannine Stauder,
Richard Seaman, Dawn Cantafio, Lori Hayes-O’Brien, David Preusch, Joseph Costa (entered at 7:11pm)

Also Present: Lynn Arnow, Chief of Staff
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Mr. Pifko followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Past Minutes

Mrs. Cantafio noted in the minutes of August 18 that she did not vote to go into Executive Session; the
vote was not unanimous. Motion was made by Mrs. Cantafio to approve the minutes of August 18, 2016
as amended. Seconded by Mr. Marconi and approved with abstentions from Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien and
Mrs. Stauder.

Public Comment

Cindy Katske, 129 Meadowview Drive — attended the focus group put on by the architectural firm and
represented the Democratic Town Committee. The turnout was very light. Email notification was made
six days prior to the meeting from the First Selectman to the organizations. With only a week’s notice it
is hard in September with school starting. The PTA Council was not notified of this meeting and they
were specifically mentioned as a group to be notified. It was a shame more organizations didn’t show
up because discussion of meeting space in town would be a topic of interest. Mr. Marconi noted the
committee was equally disappointed with the turnout and told Mrs. Katske to encourage individuals and
groups to attend any of the meetings scheduled. This is the same response with other meetings held in
the past as far as attendance. Mrs. Arnow noted some individuals did respond to the email invite and
they were encouraged to attend any district meetings and ask their questions. Mrs. Katske noted the
architect’s presentation was very good and interesting.



The organizations invited to the focus group were sent an email and then a reminder was sent three
days before. Discussion was held regarding the participation in the meetings and the amount of interest
in the topic. The Board of Education and PTA will be contacted separately for meetings in the future.

Discussion of the Town Council meeting was held. Mrs. Cantafio was surprised they were a focus group
that night. She did not feel prepared to be part of a focus group or that the Town Council would be a
part of the process that early. She felt the architect did a great presentation and the Council came up
with great questions and feedback. There should have been a mention of the post card that evening so
that it would be a public notice as people did ask about it. Mr. Pifko noted another post card was sent
to District 4 with the corrected date. Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien noted it has been reposted on the website
which should clarify the date.

Mr. Costa entered the meeting at 7:11 pm.

Mr. Seaman noted the architect was over at the Senior Center speaking with the seniors and
participating in activities. He is doing exactly what he said he would do with respect to getting out into
the community. A formal focus group meeting will be planned with the seniors.

Mrs. Cantafio thought the Town Council’s questions were good. She noted that she had asked for a list
of the meetings but it was not received until Tuesday. She would like better communication because
she was unaware of the meeting dates and she would like to attend as many as she can. The Committee
should attend these meetings and hear what is said. Confirmed dates were shared with the Committee.
Mrs. Hayes O’Brien questioned why the Committee was not notified of the Tuesday focus group when
the groups invited to attend knew about it a week before.

Discussion was held regarding the focus groups for community organizations and which groups were
invited. Invitees were users of the Helen Plumb Building and the Library. Suggestion was made to invite
the athletic department also. The pool has been a point of discussion, including among the Town
Council members. The architect will be setting up a joint meeting with permitting departments of the
town. This has meeting has not been confirmed.

Mr. Pifko thought two interesting topics from the Town Council meeting were the pool and parking.

Mr. Preusch noted the meeting was a chance for the architect to ask questions and the Town Council
had the opportunity to tell him things they heard from their constituents. The meeting started out in
this manner and then it turned around to the Council members asking the architect questions. At this
time, the architect is not in a position to answer questions. He is there to listen. He felt the Council
members should have taken more of an opportunity to speak about topics they had heard and given him
information.

Discussion was held about notification of future meetings. Mrs. Arnow will contact Mr. Eng and get
something on-line.



Mrs. Hayes-O’Brien questioned who was hosting the meetings and if there would be a problem with
multiple members of the committee in attendance. It was clarified that these are meetings hosted by
the architect. However, a summary of the comments at the meetings will be transcribed for information
for the architect. Mr. Pifko encouraged the Committee members to attend to listen to the comments.
The invitation was sent to the organizations from the First Selectman’s office for the focus group
meeting that was held asking them to send a representative to the meeting. Quality Data Services sent
postcards to the members of the Senior Center using the data base provided by the Center. The
Committee has engaged the architect and the First Selectman’s office is administering the notice
because they have the connections with the various organizations. This is generated through the
architect’s request to meet with various focus groups.

Mrs. Arnow will provide the organizations invited to the focus group meetings as they become available.
She noted the architect is reaching out to organizations without going through the First Selectman’s
office also. Mr. Pifko noted that the architect is very impressed with the amount of work done by the
Committee.

Mrs. Cantafio spoke about the focus group meeting on 9/13. She liked that the Trumbull Community TV
was present for media coverage. Mrs. Stauder had good points about the library and the difficulty with
scheduling. For the number of attendees, there were good ideas and she felt it went well.

A robo call will be sent out regarding the district meetings on 9/16 through the First Selectman’s office.

Quality Data Services

Mr. Pifko presented to the Committee an invoice from Quality Data Services for the printing and mailing
of the postcards for $5,790.05. Motion was made by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Mrs. Hayes O’Brien to
approve the payment to Quality Data Services in the amount of $5,790.05. Approved unanimously.

Committee Meetings

Discussion was held regarding future meeting dates. It was felt that the Committee would meet on the
third Thursday of the month. However, this may need to be changed to work with the architect and his
time frame. It was agreed the next meeting would be held on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 7:00 pm in
the Long Hill Conference Room.

Adjournment
There being no further business, motion was made by Mrs. Stauder to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm.
Seconded by Mr. Seaman and approved unanimously.



Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Trumbull Community
Center Study and Building Committee.



