MINUTES
Senior Volunteer Tax Relief Committee
March 4, 2015 11:00 AM
Town Hall, Long Hill Conference Room

Members Present: Paul Niebuhr, Maureen Gordon, Sylvia Askinozi, Victor Pioli and Gail Hanna
Absent: Dee Chiota
Also Present: Lynn Arnow, Mark DeVestern and Ed Lavernoich

Ms. Arnow welcomed the committee and introductions were made. In January of this year, First
Selectman Herbst proposed an ordinance to promote volunteer service throughout the community and
draw upon the skills, knowledge and experience of Trumbull’s seniors.

As required by state statute, First Selectman Herbst appointed a committee to research how such a
program would be structured and what fiscal effect such a program would have on the Town’s budget.
The committee is required to present its findings and make its formal recommendations to the Board of
Finance before it is considered by the Town Council.

Ms. Arnow provided copies of the following documents for the committee members:

e Proposed ordinance (TC25-152)

e  Trumbull Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief Program and the Property Tax Abatement for
Firefighters

e (T Legislative Commission on Aging’s ‘Property Tax Relief for Adults’ (Issued January 2015), a
guide to various tax relief programs offered throughout the State

e Data from the 2010 U.S. Census Report, and American Community Survey

e |RS Exempt Organizations registered within the Town of Trumbull

e Q&A on the proposed program from First Selectman Herbst

e (T General Statute 12-129-n

The committee reviewed and discussed the information at length. The committee then assessed the
necessary steps in order to provide recommendations on the Senior Volunteer Tax Relief Program:
e Gather and research information on similar programs offered throughout the state.
e Assess the structure, qualifying criteria, and fiscal impact, of each program.
e Determine the local demographics of seniors age 65 and over, including average income and
number of potential applicants the proposed volunteer tax relief program might expect to see.

Specific tasks were then assumed by each of the committee members. Next meeting: March 19, 2015 at
11:00 AM.



