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Trumbull Emergency Medical Service Commission  

October 28, 2014, 7:00pm 
Trumbull EMS Headquarters 

 
Present:  Commissioners Diane Mayo, Joel Hirshfield, Matthew Wheeler, Joseph Peddle.  
 
Absent:  Chairman, William Schietinger and Philip Lukianuk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:14pm by Commissioner Peddle in the absence of the 
Chairman followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Past Minutes 
Motion was made by Ms. Mayo to approve the minutes of the Special Commission Meeting held 
on September 8, 2014 as written.  Seconded by Mr. Hirshfield.  Motion carried unanimously 
with an abstention vote from Mr. Peddle. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Wheeler to approve the minutes of the Commission Meeting held on 
September 23, 2014 as written.  Seconded by Ms. Mayo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Old Business 

1. Standby Rates – Chief Laucella presented a revised draft of the medical standby rates 
noting he has removed the ALS Ambulance rate from the list.  This rate list would go into 
effect on July 1, 2015.  The Chief would like to be able to inform organizations what to 
include in their budget for next year.  It was recommended that charges should apply 
whether the standby is covered by paid staff or volunteers as costs are still incurred with 
the vehicle and supplies.  Discussion was held regarding the various organizations that 
request coverage at events, including town events.  Additional discussion was held 
regarding exceptions and it was agreed that further discussion was necessary on this topic 
as details would need to be worked out.  Motion was made by Ms. Mayo to accept the 
rates and to continue discussion regarding requests for coverage.  Motion seconded by 
Mr. Hirshfield.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2. Lucas Devices – Chief Laucella noted both devices have been received.  A brief 
demonstration was given to the Commission.  Chief Laucella noted a thank you has been 
sent to the donor.  One device will be in the paramedic vehicle and the second will be in 
the BLS car on duty.  No additional response has been received from the donor regarding 
the other equipment. 



3. LifePak 15s have been received and are in service.  The capability of sending EKG 
information to the ER was discussed.  It was suggested that Chief Laucella speak with the 
cardiologists in town for their input on this option. 

4. Chief Laucella noted he is trying to purchase two refurbished Toughbooks with the 
money earmarked for three radios in our budget.  Although the service still needs new 
radios, there is only one working Toughbook out of seven.  He will be in touch with the 
Finance Department regarding this purchase. 

5. Discussion was held regarding the training and talk tracks pertaining to the Lucas and 
LifePak 15.  Chief Laucella noted a press release is planned for both pieces of equipment 
and he will try to demo the Lucas as much as he can at events the service attends.  It was 
suggested that a presentation be made for Channel 17 and Chief Laucella noted the 
Physio rep will be doing a demonstration next week for EMS members and this could be 
a possibility.  Discussion was also held regarding interfacing with family on those 
occasions when the Lucas is used for CPR. 

 
New Business 

1. Infectious Disease Update – Chief Laucella noted he and Barbara Crandall have been 
attending meetings for the past two weeks regarding ebola.  He is currently creating 
documents on infection control with the help of Sponsor Hospital.  Personal protective 
equipment has been ordered as required by the CDC.  We may need to purchase 
additional supplies as the recommendations for protection may change.  Decontamination 
supplies for the ambulance have been purchased.  He noted the service is doing 
everything it can to provide its crews with the equipment to make them safe.  Guidelines 
have been written which will be sent to staff including donning and doffing instructions.  
Chief Laucella noted a call for suspected ebola patients could take up to 3-4 hours due to 
the prep time required prior to transport.  The State has been contacted to discuss 
alternative methods for transportation besides ambulances such as recommissioning old 
ambulances on a temporary license that is stocked with minimum supplies to be prepared 
in advance and ready to respond when necessary.  The State has not responded favorably 
to this recommendation as it is still in discussion.  Chief Laucella noted he is taking this 
very seriously. 

2. Paramedic Contract – the Commission was given a draft copy of the contract which is 
scheduled to begin November 1, 2014.  Chief Laucella noted this contract is very similar 
to prior contracts.  The Chief is awaiting the signature of the Director of Finance, 

 
Chief of Service Report 
Chief Laucella presented his report which included call statistics, volunteer statistics, upcoming 
events, upcoming events and equipment. 
 
The Chief approached the Commission to discuss allowing EMTs under the age of 18 to work as 
a second crew member on shift.  There is a current policy, set by the commission many years 
ago, that allows EMTs 17 ½ years to petition to ride as a second crew member.  They need 
recommendations from other partners and the Director of Training to be considered.  Discussion. 
It was felt by the Commission that further discussion was necessary and Chief Laucella was 
requested to obtain information regarding insurance coverage. 
 



New Business 
1. January 9, 2015 is the Awards/Recognition Dinner at Marisas. 
2. Next meeting is November 25, 2014.   

 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, motion was made by Ms. Mayo, seconded by Mr. Wheeler, to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Barbara Crandall 
Executive Administration Equipment 
 
 
These minutes are considered a draft until approved by the TEMS Commission at their next 
meeting. 
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