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Present:  Scot Kerr, Acting Chairman; Mary Ellen Lemay; Jim Sullivan; Joanne Parsons; Dale 
Parsons; Don Watson; Kate Bruzinski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.   
 
Past Minutes:  Motion made by Don Watson, seconded by Mary Ellen Lemay to approve the 
minutes of August 29, 2012.  Unanimous. 
 
Guest Speaker:  No presentation this meeting.  Two Boy Scouts from Troop 268 were 
welcomed to the meeting.  Both are working on their Communications merit badge. 
 
Administrative:   
Scot Kerr noted there is a Rivers Alliance of CT Conference on November 14, 2012.  This has 
been a non-profit organization for approximately 20 years and they are the best association to 
help with watershed plans.  This is their annual conference for conservation commissioners 
and includes peer presentations.  Don Watson will attend and report back to the commission.  
This commission’s regularly scheduled meeting for November 14 will remain as planned. 
 
Project Updates: 

1. Pequonnock River Initiative/Old Mine/CTAC:  Don Watson reported that the 
conservation group (Easton, Trumbull, Fairfield, Monroe, Stratford and Bridgeport) met 
and is planning another meeting on October 15 at the Beardsley Zoo.  Focus of the last 
meeting was watersheds.  A discussion was held regarding the 100 foot buffer for 
wetlands.  It was noted that this can vary; any questions would require scientific 
evidence to support the request. 

 
2. IWWC Activities:  No report.  Don Watson noted he and Joanne Parsons attended the 

last Inland Wetlands meeting.  Applications were received to be discussed at the next 
meeting.  These applications will be reviewed to see if any recommendations should be 
made by the commission.  Discussion was held regarding the property on Old Dike 
Road.  It was suggested that Doug Wentz and Bill Maurer be invited to the next meeting 



to discuss this particular application.  Dale and Joanne Parsons will take over the job of 
reviewing applications to IWWC.  Discussion of intervener status was held which would 
allow members of the Conservation Committee to be allowed into the Executive 
Sessions at the IWWC.  This is a legal document and would need to be executed for 
each application where representation is required. 

 
3. Single Stream Recycling:  Discussion was held regarding the reporting and tracking of 

progress after the public education was completed.  Scot Kerr met with Robin Bennet to 
discuss how these reports should be prepared and results reported.  It is important that 
the public be made aware of the statistics and how this recycling has impacted and 
resulted in savings to the town.   

 
Mary Ellen Lemay reported on a Waste Management forum to be held on October 4 
which is a great opportunity to see what is new.  This is run by the DEP.  On October 2, 
a Zero Waste Workshop, run by the EPA, will be held.  Both meetings are in Hartford. 
 
Scot Kerr noted that a book recycle bin has been secured for the library for their 
discards.  This bin is also available to the public to use to recycle books.  Postcards with 
recycling information will be sent to town residents as reminders. 
 

4.  Courtyard Habitat and Tree Planting, Middle Schools:  No report. 
 

5.  Rails to Trails:  Discussion was held regarding some of the topics of the town meeting 
that was held on 9/24 regarding open space in the town.  It was noted that open space 
is needed for flood protection and that more discussion of this topic needs to be done. 
 

New Business 
1. Species Conservation Project:  Kate Bruzinski discussed her project with regard to 

endangered animals and plants.  She would like to focus on animals that are considered 
raptors or birds of prey.  Several species of animals were discussed that would fall into 
this category and how each one is being affected in the current environment.  It was 
noted that after the remediation of Twin Brooks Park, a plan could be developed for 
protection of a variety of animal species.  New habitat recommendations can be formed 
using data collected during this project.  The Conservation Commission has been 
charged with developing a sign in the park depicting the work being done.  Don Watson 
noted that he will be developing a sign for the work done at Old Mine and suggested 
that he and Kate work together on this project.  Dmitri Paris will be sent an email 
regarding the completion of the planting at Old Mine Park. 
 

2. Leaf Collection Article:  Kate Bruzinski has written an article on leaf recycling.  This 
discusses improvement of forest health and other benefits of composting.   
 

3. Landscape/Tree Ordinance:  Discussion of the tree ordinance was held.  It was noted 
that Jamie Bratt has reviewed the ordinance and suggested a meeting be held with 
representatives from each group to review and discuss further.  Several points were 
discussed and reviewed.  These changes will be given to Joanne Parsons to update.  



Don Watson moved to accept the work of the Town Ordinance Committee and move it 
forward for final revision in concert with the town departments responsible as prompted 
by the email from Jamie Bratt dated 9/26.  Seconded by Mary Ellen Lemay.  
Unanimous.  Mary Ellen noted she will send several attachments to Joanne for inclusion 
in the final revision.   
 

4. Tree Labeling:  Jim Sullivan noted that the pastor of Grace Episcopal Church was 
looking for environmental projects to be conducted by their youth group.  Several 
suggestions were made including tree labeling, stenciling of catch basins and 
geocaching. 
 

Tabled Topics 
1. Don Watson recommended to move GIS update and natural resource inventory back to 

the agenda.  He noted the commission has the responsibility to provide scientific data 
for natural resources.  A map was reviewed by the commission showing the flood areas 
in town and how this information could relate to endangered species.  He also noted this 
issue is related to public health and safety.  More discussion is necessary.  GIS 
overlays were discussed with regard to natural resources inventory.  Town departments 
such as FD and PD need to get their messages out with regard to the discussed areas 
as they relate to public safety. It was agreed that Don Watson would present an outline 
of what is typically represented by a Plan of Natural Resources and Open Space, 
including the natural processes and risks of flooding, as well as "species of interest" as 
might be documented by Kate and others in the Town. This assignment can be 
developed over the next 3-6 months in concert with the Town’s current update of its 
Plan of Conservation and Development, so that the advisory role of the Conservation 
Commission might be offered in a timely and helpful manner. 
 
It was suggested that Richard White be invited as a guest speaker to advise the 
commission on this assignment. 
 

2. Sewer Cross Country Remediation Plans:  Mary Ellen Lemay recommended to move 
this item back to active as the town has gone out to bid for a landscape architect to take 
the design by Tighe and Bond and remediate this area. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Don Watson moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:25pm.  
Seconded by Mary Ellen Lemay.  Unanimous. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Barbara Crandall 
Clerk 


