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Trumbull Conservation Commission 

TOWN OF TRUMBULL 
CONNECTICUT 

Town Hall 
5866 Main Street 

Trumbull, Connecticut 06611 
 

 
 

Trumbull Conservation Commission Meeting  
Thursday, June 2, 2016 

 7:30 pm 
Long Hill Conference Room 

 
Present:  Chairman Mary Ellen Lemay:  Commissioners Joanne Parsons, Dale Parsons, Kim DiCorpo, 
Richard Post and Lars Jorgensen 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Tim Coughlin 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm by Chairman Lemay. 
 
Past Minutes 
Motion was made by Mrs. Parsons to approve the minutes of April 27, 2016 as written.  Seconded by Mr. 
Jorgensen and approved unanimously. 
 
Mrs. Lemay introduced Rina Bakalar, Economic and Community Development Director.  Ms. Bakalar 
noted she has been in her position for approximately six weeks and is somewhat familiar with the town 
having done minor consulting work for the town in the past.  She is working on all the active 
development projects and grants. 
 
Mrs. Lemay noted Mr. & Mrs. Parsons are landscape architects and they worked on the plans for the 319 
grant for Old Mine  Phase 1.  They did the design and were present through the planting process in 
conjunction with Mr. Don Watson.  Mrs. Parsons also noted they drew up plans for the expanded parking 
area for the Library with Mr. Watson.  Funding was an issue for this project but the plans have been 
resubmitted to the town.   
 
Half of the 319 grant was approved for the Long Hill Green ($60,000).  Ms. Bakalar noted there is a 
$40,000 community match.  This was initially envisioned as a cash match out of the capital budget but 
that allocation was wiped out in December.  $40,000 is a large amount of in-kind work to consider.  The 
scope of the project will be revised because the project wasn’t fully funded.  Mrs. Parsons noted she has 
done that work and it was sent to Mrs. Bratt but it never went to the State.  Ms. Bakalar has applied for a 
grant to the State called the Main Street Innovation Fund.  It is intended for towns the size of Trumbull 
that have commerce corridors and village centers for specific improvements to pedestrian access, 
esthetics, expanded green space and so forth.  A proposal was submitted that integrated the two grants 
which would benefit everyone.  She has spoken with Chris at the State and he likes the plan.  Specific 
questions are asked related to the POCD when applying for this grant.  Ms. Bakalar read some of 
the specifics of the application as it applies to the Long Hill Green project.  Redesign of the area 
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will be started within the next few weeks.  Discussion of the project with the revised scope was 
held.   
 
Phase 2 of Old Mine Park was discussed.  This has been approved by the State but not executed 
by the town.  Revisions will be made to the scope of work due to the funding available.  $27,000 
is now the match from the town which they hope to get in labor and in-kind.  This should be a 
fall project.  The grant decreased to $27,000 because there is a $5,000 increase in the money 
from the State and the match went down to $27,000.  It was originally $35,000 and $35,000.  
Mrs. Parsons thought the plans should be reviewed and revised as necessary.  Mrs. Lemay noted 
there is a kiosk in that area which could be used for interpretive signage.  Mr. Post suggested use 
of the bar code system to link to the website with information.  This project did not go through 
the committee/council process.  The contracts cannot be finalized without going to Council. Ms. 
Bakalar stated she would refer to the Commission members regarding specifics of the plan at 
these meetings.  If the committees and Council do not want to do the project, we cannot accept 
the grant.   
 
Ms. Bakalar noted that if the town receives the Main Street Innovation Fund grant, the money 
would be used as the match for the Long Hill Green 319 grant.  If that is not the case, they would 
have to look at what people are willing to do for the $40,000 match. 
 
Discussion was held regarding an 830G application for affordable housing. 
 
Funding and Schedule for Flyers 
Ms. Bakalar noted funding for printing costs and postage has been discussed.  It was 
recommended that the Commission look for support from the outside.  The Low Impact 
Development flyer could be a project of Aquarion.  The flyer regarding the trees might be 
supported by UI.  The flyers were reviewed and may be updated prior to distribution.  Mrs. 
Lemay thought the Commission may be able to provide quarterly flyers on various topics.  
Various ways of distribution were discussed.  Ms. Bakalar will develop a plan with costs.   
 
Mrs. DiCorpo composed a letter regarding lawn care for the neighborhood above Wakeman’s.  
Discussion was held regarding the pond on the property and the need for outreach and public 
education.  Mrs. Lemay would like to add a part regarding the new law on how neonicotoid 
pesticides are affecting the pollinators.  This has been discussed with the town and it was agreed 
to send something to the neighbors.  The letter was discussed and it will be revised to be more 
direct to inform the residents about the problem at hand.  
 
Inland Wetlands Applications 
No applications to be reviewed.  Discussion was held regarding the mowing of properties down 
to the water’s edge.  There is an Inland Wetlands law which does carry a fine.  A letter is being 
considered to be sent to any property owner with a water edge.   This mailing will be sent using 
GIS findings for property owners on any body of water in town. 
 
Pollinator Bill  
This legislation mandates the DOT and DEP to replant the highways that have been deforested 
with native plants.  Funding is not available at this time for this project.  It would also restrict the 
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use of neonicotoid pesticides which kills the pollinator bees.  Mrs. DiCorpo attended a Meadow 
Conference and presented to the Commission a list of products with neonicotoids.   
 
Tree Management Plan 
Discussion was held regarding the status of the Tree Management Plan.  This has been reviewed 
by several town departments and it was agreed that if some revisions are made, it would be 
approved.  Suggested changes will be made to the plan before it is presented to Ms. Bakalar for 
review.  Approval of this plan will help the Commission move forward with the Tree City 
Application.  Tree removal by UI was discussed as well as posting of trees for removal by the 
town.   
 
Rails to Trails 
Brief discussion of the rails to trails project was conducted. 
 
Next Meeting 
June 29, 2016 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, motion was made by Mrs. Parsons, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:25 pm.  Seconded by Mrs. DiCorpo and approved unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Barbara Crandall 
Clerk 
 
 
 
These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Conservation 
Commission.+ 


