
MINUTES 
Charter Revision Commission 

PUBLIC HEARING 
May 27, 2014 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Suzanne Burr Monaco called the Charter Revision Committee Public Hearing to order 
at 7:00p.m. at the Town Hall, Council Chambers, Trumbull, Connecticut.  All present joined in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT     
Suzanne Burr Monaco, Chairman 
Dan Portanova, Vice Chairman 
Adam Maiocco, Secretary 
Ken Martin 
Daniel Shamas 
Barbara Schellenberg, Attorney 
Members of the Public as set forth below 
 
The Chair opened the meeting with comments regarding presentation of public comments.  
Resident presentations as follows: 
 
TIMOTHY M. HERBST, First Selectman 
First Selectman Herbst spoke to the proposed revision regarding the funding of the pension, and 
presented two brief articles  (CNBC and governing.com)  concerning public pensions.  The 
articles referenced numerous approaches to funding pensions.  He indicated that 4.5 years ago, 
the pension was funded at 27%, and that is not sufficient.  At that level, it would be necessary to 
diversify, place new hires into a defined contribution plan and fund to the ARC.  Mr. Herbst further 
indicated that the there exists a state law, Minimum Budget Requirement regarding the education 
budget that requires that any town education budget in any year shall receive no less than the 
previous year.  Despite the projections of declining enrollment over the next 5-10 years, if that law 
remains in effect, the education operating budget must be funded at the same level as the year 
before.  The pension liability will continue to grow over the same period, as people get older and 
retire.  The Town needs to make sure that the funding of prior years does not happen again.  It is 
about math, not about politics.  He thanked the Commission for their hard work and dedication to 
the Town of Trumbull, and for the opportunity  to present his position. 
 
ATTY TOM LEE, 29 Cobblers Hill Road, Trumbull was then requested to speak as he was invited 
by the Commission regarding the Ethic Commission.  He presented a handout (attached) 
including the statutory establishment of Ethics Commissions, and addressed the Commission’s 
questions, making recommendations relative to Chapter VII, Section 17C and 17D. 
 
JONATHAN GREENE, 23 Topaz Lane, Trumbull 
Commented on the inclusion of professional services in Chapter III, Section G(ii) and bid waivers.  
Further comments about proposed removal of Chapter VII, Section 17D.  He stated that the 
Commission should have additional time to further review the Charter. Last, proposed that 
language be included that the Charter supersedes and is never superseded by Town Ordinance. 
 
ROY FUCHS, 221 Fitch’s Pass, Trumbull 
Commented on the pension and funding to the ARC, and the need to do what is best for the 
Town of Trumbull. 
 
CINDY KATSKE, 129 Meadowview Drive, Trumbull 
Commented on Chapter VII, Section 23C.  Commented on the Commission not having enough 
time for due diligence with respect to funding the pensions to the ARC, that we should have more 



research and additional independent presentations.  Further commented on the Board of Ed term 
returned to 4 years and returning calendar days back to business days. 
 
TOM TESORO, 133 Beechwood Avenue, Trumbull 
Also requested more time for review of the funding to the ARC.  Commented on not removing 
Chapter VII, 17D, looking at calendar days vs. business days as when the Town Clerk’s office is 
open.  Commented on 4 year term for the Board of Ed, returning the Board to 6 seats, making a 
7th seat an appointed position with limited powers, of an unaffiliated party.  Additionally  regarding 
the funding to the ARC, he indicated that funding would not in fact increase our bond rating, that 
is determined by the ratio between borrowing and funds on hand.  Recommended using 
percentage of surplus as contribution. 
 
LANIE McHUGH, 132 Fresh Meadow Drive, Trumbull 
Commented on the 4 year staggered term for the Board of Ed, and agreed with the 7th position 
being a non-partisan member.  Also, agreed on the funding 100% to the ARC.  Questioned what 
other towns do regarding 4 year terms for the First Selectman, Town Treasurer, Town Clerk. 
 
TONY SILBER, 43 Stag Lane, Trumbull 
Commented on funding to the ARC, not in agreement. Also, recommended that due to the fast 
process required, the Commission should keep the scope more limited and that Commission 
revisions should provide deeper rationale for the revisions.  Again, commented on returning 
“days” to business as time sensitive decisions with reduced days are hard on the public.  Lastly, 
comments on the revision to the succession in the executive branch, indicating that a special 
election is a right of the voters. 
 
Following brief break to open the Commission Meeting, the Public Hearing continued with: 
 
PATRICK McGANNON, 59 Saxon Drive, Trumbull 
Commented on the admirable goal of funding 100% to the ARC but that a mandate could hold  
sizeable tax implications, would like Commission to consider contributing a percentage over the 
surplus and/or opt-out clause.  
 
TONY D’AQUILA, 29 Valley View Road, Trumbull 
Commented on the use of calendar days’ impact on the public’s ability to react, emergency 
legislation overstepping, requested data to support the First Selectman term of 4 years, the 
succession in the executive branch should give the public the right to a special election, 
agreement with the Board of Ed term but was concerned about who would get the 2 year term 
and the 4 year term in the first year.  Further the Charter should define ethics procedures, 10 
days starting 1 day after publication in VIII, 5D, relative to the pension  that the commission 
request an additional four months to explore other solutions. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned by motion of D Portanova, seconded by K Martin and unanimous 
consent at 8:25PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Milewski 
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