
Trumbull Nature Commission Virtual Meeting  
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 

7:00 pm 
 

ZOOM  
 
 

Agenda 
 
 

Call to Order 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Public Comments 
 
Approve Minutes     September 17, 2024 and December 17, 2024 
 
TNAC Q&A 

1. Commission Questions/Comments Regarding Written Director Report 
 

Old Business 
1. Update - TNAC Building and Grounds 
2. Update – Architectural Plans and Budget for Building Remodel 
3. Grant Opportunities 
4. Nature Commissioner on TNAC Board 

 
New Business 

1. Next Meeting – June 17, 2025 
 
Adjournment 

 

 

Trumbull Nature Commission Regular Meeting 
Mar 12, 2025 7:00 PM 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82790350109?pwd=gchzfeEzfdUovRko2THazsRc3daAPi.1 
Webinar ID: 827 9035 0109 
Password: 508568 
  
Join by telephone: (305) 224-1968 or (888) 475-4499 (Toll Free) / Webinar ID: 827 9035 0109 
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Trumbull Nature Commission Virtual Meeting 
Tuesday, September 17, 2024 

6:30 pm 
 
 

Present: Chairman Jack Boynton, Karen Laracca  and Olia Yelner  
 
Absent: Emily Shufrin 
 
Also Present:  Sheryl Baumann from TNAC  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Mr. Boynton followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion was made by Ms. Yelner to approve the minutes from September 19, 2023 and June 4, 2024. 
Seconded by Ms. Laracca and approved by unanimous consent. 
 
TNAC Director’s Report 
Ms. Baumann shared her report with the Commissioners (attached to the minutes) noting the following: 

1. The Center will not be receiving any Town ARPA funds. Funds were given towards COVID-related 
projects. They had requested funds for support of the programs, a flail mower, a greenhouse 
that would expand the programs and allow additional programs in the winter and a replacement 
of the sunflower garden fence. She is hopeful there would be another round of funding. 

2. Funding opportunities were reviewed including:  
a. CT DEEP grant.  
b. NAA Grant approved by the Town Council and the State which allows companies to 

receive a tax credit for any donations. Under this grant, TNAC applied to UI and 
Aquarian. UI said they would get back to her about the grant request.  

c. State $100,000 has moved to the next stages but are waiting. TNAC would be a sub-
recipient. 

3. Tashua Knolls will be doing the butterfly release again with proceeds to the Center. 
4. Henkel gave $10,000 towards a program for fourth graders on climate change. 
5. Werth Foundation awarded $2,400. 
6. Sara Cody, Channel 8 News, featured the Center in her new book “Around Every Corner of 

Connecticut. 100 Towns to Explore Every Season”. 
7. Very busy with programs in the fall for Trumbull, Newtown, Bridgeport and Woodbridge as well 

as a home-school group. She has many seasonal programs also listed in her report. 
8. Participated in the Farmer’s Market with information on Lyme disease, a Find the Tick display, a 

scavenger hunt for Twin Brooks and a butterfly craft. At the Trumbull Arts Festival, they had the 
bird glider craft. Fall Festival will be an animal track rubbing. 

9. Building projects are not being addressed by the Town.  
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10. The Five-year Capital Plan is being prepared with a meeting coming up soon. Mr. Estrada noted 
he will be in touch. 

 
Ms. Yelner asked about the butterfly project at Tashua Knolls. Ms. Baumann noted this a fund raiser 
where they capture caterpillars from the golf course, put them in a tank and grow them to be released 
on the property. For a donation, you can name a butterfly. 
 
Mr. Boynton stated he walked the property and questioned what was being done with the following  
areas:  

1. Tree of Heaven attracting the Lantern Flies - Ms. Baumann noted the plan for that area will 
be to covered with mulch in the Fall which is meant to smother the growth.  

2. Trail by the stream – Ms. Baumann agreed it is overgrown. It is the least used trail on the 
property. The purchase of the flail mower would have helped to clear it.  

3. Multifloral rose is abundant. 
 
Next Meeting 
December 17, 2024. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, motion was made by Ms. Laracca to adjourn the meeting at 6:46 pm. 
Seconded by Ms. Yelner and approved by unanimous consent. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Barbara Crandall 
Clerk 
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Trumbull Nature Commission Virtual Meeting 
Tuesday, December 17, 2024 

7:00 pm 
 
 

Present: Chairman Jack Boynton, Karen Laracca and Olia Yelner  
 
Absent: Olia Yelner 
 
Also Present:  Sheryl Baumann from TNAC  
 
The meeting was called to order at  7:05 pm by Mr. Boynton followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Approval of the minutes from September 17, 2024 was tabled until the March 2025 meeting.  
 
TNAC Director’s Report 
Ms. Baumann shared her report with the Commissioners (attached to the minutes) noting the following: 

1. The Center has many activities scheduled. 
2. The Center received word they received Town ARPA funding for the Grade Four Climate Change 

Program. Paperwork is being completed and they will start scheduling. Henkle will be a partner 
in this initiative. The Town set aside a portion of the funding for non-profits. They were looking 
for programmatic opportunities and this program qualifies. The NAA funding was not received 
but she has made a contact for next year and expects to be approved. 

3. The Building Feasibility Study was discussed. Antinozzi Associates was approved as the architect 
and will be working with Mr. Estrada to draw up plans and a budget. Funding approved was for 
the initial drawings by the architect. Funding for the actual implementation of the plans will be 
done in association with the Town and Rina Bakalar. Since the building is a town building, the 
non-profit cannot pursue grants for the project. Ms. Bakalar will allow TNAC to help write the 
narratives for the grants as they have done in the past. Ms. Baumann is pleased the Town is 
considering upgrading the space from a residential house to a nature center building to 
accommodate their programs. Ms. Baumann will speak with Ms. Shufrin regarding grant 
opportunities including the NAA as they will provide funding for energy improvements.  

 
Old Business 

1. Update – TNAC Building and Grounds - Ms. Baumann noted there are a couple of areas of the 
building that were brought to the attention of the Town but nothing critical. They will be 
addressing signage. 

2. Update – Five-Year Capital Plan – no further discussion. 
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New Business 
1. Discussion and Approval of Meeting Dates for 2025 – quarterly dates were approved for 2025. 

Meetings will continue to be held on ZOOM. 
2. The Annual Meeting of the Patrons will be held on February 1 at 11:00 am. The Commission 

members are invited.  Invitations will be sent in January. 
3. Discussion was held regarding a Commissioner being a member of TNAC. Ms. Baumann will send 

a copy of the TNAC Bylaws to the Commission for their information. This selection will be made 
at a future date. 

 
Next Meeting 
March 18, 2025 by ZOOM. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, motion was made by Ms. Laracca to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 pm. 
Seconded by Mrs. Shufrin and approved by unanimous consent. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Barbara Crandall 
Clerk 
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Patrons	of	the	Trumbull	Nature	&	Arts	Center	
Mailing	Address:	P.O.	Box	110438,	Trumbull,	CT	06611	
Street	Address:	7115	Main	Street,	Trumbull,	CT	06611	
	
Subject:	Report	to	Nature	Commission:	March	2025	
	
TNAC	Building	and	Grounds	

- Building	
o Earlier	this	month,	there	were	two	issues:	

§ Lack	of	heat	in	the	building:	the	Town	had	repaired	
§ Running	toilet	in	small	bathroom:	the	Patrons	repaired	

- Grounds	
o No	update	

	
Town	of	Trumbull	–	TNAC	Building	Feasibility	Study	and	Preliminary	Design	

- Antinozzi	Associates	provided	initial	drawings	for	the	Building	Feasibility	Study	and	
Preliminary	Design	

o After	several	iterations,	the	Patrons	are	close	to	moving	ahead	with	recommending	two	
layouts	for	the	interior	of	the	building	

§ Antinozzi	will	be	providing	color	renderings	for	two	interior	options	and	one	
exterior	option	

	
Corporate	and	Community	Partnerships	

- Goodwill	and	Kennedy	Collective	volunteers	will	start	again	in	spring	2025	
- TNAC	will	be	participating	in	the	Trumbull	Farmers	Market	May	22	and	September	25;	Arts	

Festival	September	14	
o Other	community	activities	TBD	

- The	Patrons	will	be	participating	in	the	Bridgeport	Regional	Business	Council	Engage	&	Grow	
Expo	on	March	20th	at	the	Total	Mortgage	Arena	in	Bridgeport,	1pm	–	5pm	

o The	Expo	will	expose	TNAC	to	over	100	businesses	in	the	region	
- The	Trumbull	Mamas	will	be	holding	their	annual	photo	shoot	at	TNAC	on	May	4th	
- The	Patrons	will	participate	in	the	Long	Hill	Garden	Club	plant	sale	on	May	10th	at	Town	Hall	

	
Fundraising	

- State	of	CT	ARPA	$100,000	grant	
o This	grant	is	being	spent	down	and	must	be	fully	expended	by	12-31-26	

- Town	of	Trumbull	ARPA	funding	for	non-profits	–	Round	2	
o The	Patrons	were	awarded	this	$4,700	grant	

§ Grant	will	be	funding	an	in-school	program	on	Climate	Change	for	Trumbull	
elementary	school	grade	4	students	

- Grant	seeker	
o The	Patrons	contracted	with	a	Grant	Professional	to	identify	potential	grantors	

§ She	will	present	her	findings	to	the	Patrons	later	this	month	
	
Environmental	Education	Programs	

- 2025	YTD	Statistics:	
o 25	Educational	programs	completed	
o 54	Educational	programs	scheduled	(through	June	2025)	

§ Of	those,	31	Programs	completed	or	scheduled	for	Trumbull	students	(through	
June	2025)	

o 3	Seasonal	(family)	programs	completed	
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o 16	Seasonal	(family	programs	scheduled	(through	June	2025)	
- The	Patrons	are	providing	a	Sustainable	STEM	program	to	approximately	20	

Trumbull	High	School	students	during	an	8-weeek	after	school	program	
o This	is	a	Henkel	grant-funded	program		

	
Seasonal	Programs	

- Winter/Spring	programs	are	in	progress	
o See	following	pages	

	
Patrons	of	TNAC	Annual	Meeting	

- The	Patrons	presented	their	annual	report	on	February	1,	2025	
o The	2024	annual	report	can	be	downloaded	from	our	website:	

§ Trumbullnatureandartscenter.org/about	
	
Submitted	by:	
Sheryl	Baumann	
Director	
Patrons	of	the	Trumbull	Nature	&	Arts	Center	
Phone:	203-452-4421	
Email:	sbaumann@trumbullnatureandartscenter.org 
 
 

2025 Winter/Spring Program Flyer on next 2 pages  

https://www.trumbullnatureandartscenter.org/about
mailto:sbaumann@trumbullnatureandartscenter.org
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