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TOWN COUNCIL 

Town of Trumbull 
CONNECTICUT 

www.trumbull-ct.gov 

 
TOWN HALL TELEPHONE 
Trumbull          (203) 452-5000 

 
AGENDA No. 814 

 

 

I CALL TO ORDER         DATE:    July 9, 2020 

II MOMENT OF SILENCE        TIME:    7:30 p.m. 

III PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    PLACE:  Via Videoconference  

IV ROLL CALL 

V  PUBLIC COMMENT 

VI APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

VII NEW BUSINESS 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town of Trumbull, Connecticut will hold 

its meeting on July 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. via videoconference for the following purpose: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The above meeting will be conducted remotely.  In person public attendance is not permitted.  

The public can access the meeting remotely on Zoom by accessing the URL or phone number 

below, and entering the specified Meeting ID and Password: 

 

Town Council Regular Meeting 

Thursday, July 9, 2020 at 7:30 PM 

Join the meeting online: 

https://zoom.us/j/95532666370?pwd=eVZad0hYYUlRVHZTYlNwY2Q5RHg2QT09 

Webinar ID: 955 3266 6370 

Password: 518293 

 

Join by telephone: (929) 205-6099 or (877) 853-5257 (Toll Free) / Webinar ID: 955 3266 6370 

 

The agenda of the meeting, material for which it is known will be submitted to the Council in 

connection with the meeting, and for the agenda items for the Council meeting are, or will be, 

posted on the Town’s website www.trumbull-ct.gov and will be available for viewing during 

and after the meeting. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95532666370?pwd=eVZad0hYYUlRVHZTYlNwY2Q5RHg2QT09
http://www.trumbull-ct.gov/
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DISCUSSION ITEM:  2020 Trumbull Redistricting Committee Update  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
1. RESOLUTION TC28-80: To consider and act upon a resolution which would acknowledge 

receipt of the submittal of the first draft report of proposed charter changes by the Charter 

Revision Commission 2020 and take such further action as is deemed appropriate.  (L&A) 

(Public Hearing L&A July 6, 2020) 

 

2. RESOLUTION TC28-81: To consider and act upon a resolution entitled “A RESOLUTION 

OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF TRUMBULL AUTHORIZING THE 

EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN EQUIPMENT LEASE/PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE REFINANCING AND LEASING OF CERTAIN 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT WITHIN THE TERMS PROVIDED 

HEREIN; AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS 

REQUIRED IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING THE TAKING OF 

ALL OTHER ACTIONS NECESSARY TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE 

TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED BY THIS RESOLUTION.” (Finance) 

 

3. RESOLUTION TC28-82: To consider and act upon a resolution entitled "Resolution 

Regarding Adoption of the Capital Improvement Plan (Town) 2020-2021” (The purpose of 

the resolution is to clarify and affirm adoption of the above capital improvement plan 

appropriation and bond resolution in the amount of $7,332,000, instead of $7,632,000. 

(Finance) 

 

4. RESOLUTION TC28-83: To consider and act upon a resolution which would approve the 

funding for a labor agreement between the Town of Trumbull and UPSEU-DPW Local 424 

Unit 108 (Non-Supervisory) Highway & Parks Employees beginning July 1, 2019 and 

ending June 30, 2022. (Finance) 

5. RESOLUTION TC28-84:  To consider and act upon a resolution which would authorize the 

application to the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue Services for the 

Neighborhood Assistance Act program to include Connecticut Radio Information System- 

$5,000, the Kennedy Center- $150,000, Make-A-Wish Foundation CT- $150,000; and that 

would authorize First Selectman Vicki A. Tesoro or her designee, to submit such application 

and sign all related forms, contracts and reports in order to implement the Neighborhood 

Assistance Act program. (Finance)(Public Hearing July 9, 2020 Town Council) 

 

6. RESOLUTION TC28-85:  To consider and act upon a resolution which would appoint 

Kathleen Champion of 39 Undercliff Road to the Western Regional Tourism District Board 

for a term extending to July 9, 2023. (R&R)  
 

7. RESOLUTION TC28-86:  To consider and act upon a resolution which would amend the 

Building Committee Rules as adopted by the Town Council on November 10, 1981 by the 

repeal of the last 2 sentences of Section 15. (R&R) 
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8. RESOLUTION TC28-87:  To consider and act upon a resolution which would establish a 

task force to be known as the EQUITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION TASK 

FORCE. (R&R) 

 

9. RESOLUTION TC28-88: To consider and act upon a resolution setting a special election to 

be held on November 3, 2020 in the Town of Trumbull to fill the vacant Board of Education 

seat for the remainder of the term extending to the first Monday of December, 2021. (R&R) 

 

 

VIII ADJOURNMENT 

 

COPY OF THE RESOLUTION ATTACHED HERETO 

Mary Beth Thornton, Chairman 

Trumbull Town Council 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 
 

1. RESOLUTION TC28-80: BE IT RESOLVED, That the first draft report of charter 

changes as approved by the Charter Revision Commission 2020 on June 24, 2020 is 

hereby accepted.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance with Section 7-191 of 

the Connecticut General Statutes, that if the Town Council makes no recommendations 

for changes in said draft report the draft report is deemed the final report. 
 

2. RESOLUTION TC28-81: BE IT RESOLVED, That a resolution entitled "A 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE  TOWN OF TRUMBULL 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN EQUIPMENT 

LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE  REFINANCING AND 

LEASING OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT WITHIN THE 

TERMS PROVIDED HEREIN; AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY 

OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND 

AUTHORIZING THE TAKING OF ALL OTHER ACTIONS NECESSARY TO THE 

CONSUMMATION OF THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED BY THIS 

RESOLUTION” is hereby approved. (Full Resolution Attached) 

 

3. RESOLUTION TC28-82: BE IT RESOLVED, Whereas the Capital Improvement Plan 

(Town) 2020-2021 (“Town CIP 20-21”) appropriation and bond authorization was 

originally proposed in the amount $7,632,000; Whereas the Board of Finance approved a 

reduced appropriation and bond authorization for the Town CIP 2020-2021 in the amount 

of $7,332,000; Whereas the Town Council intended to adopt the Town CIP 2020-2021 

appropriation and bond resolution in the amount and as approved by the Board of 

Finance, but through oversight unanimously adopted the resolution in the full original 

amount; Now Therefore, be it Resolved by the Town Council: The intent of the Town 

Council in adopting the resolution is hereby confirmed to be the Town CIP 2020-2021 

Bond Resolution as attached hereto, as adopted by the Board of Finance and in the 

amount of $7,332,000, and the vote thereon at the June 9, 2020 Council meeting shall be 

applied and understood accordingly.  The Council Clerk shall publish such notices as 

deemed appropriate and upon advice of counsel. (Full Resolution Attached) 

 

4. RESOLUTION TC28-83: BE IT RESOLVED, That the funding for a labor agreement 

between the Town of Trumbull and UPSEU-DPW Local 424 Unit 108 (Non-

Supervisory) Highway & Parks Employees beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 

2022 is hereby approved. 
 

5. RESOLUTION TC28-84:  BE IT RESOLVED, That the application to the State of 

Connecticut Department of Revenue Services (DRS) for the Neighborhood Assistance 

Act program is hereby authorized to include Connecticut Radio Information System 

($5,000), the Kennedy Center ($150,000) and Make-a-Wish Foundation of CT 

($150,000); and First Selectman Vicki A. Tesoro, or her designee, is hereby authorized to 

submit such application and sign all related forms, contracts and reports in order to 
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implement the Neighborhood Assistance Act program. (Full Resolution Attached) 

(Public Hearing July 9, 2020 Town Council) 
 

6. RESOLUTION TC28-85:  BE IT RESOLVED, That Kathleen Champion of 39 

Undercliff Road, be and the same is hereby appointed to the Western Regional Tourism 

District Board for a term extending to July 9, 2023. 
 

7. RESOLUTION TC28-86:  BE IT RESOLVED, That the Building Committee Rules as 

adopted by the Town Council on November 10, 1981 be and the same are hereby 

amended by repeal of the last 2 sentences of Section 15. 
 

8. RESOLUTION TC28-87: BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Council of the Town of 

Trumbull hereby establishes a Task Force to be known as the EQUITY, DIVERSITY, 

AND INCLUSION TASK FORCE.  The purpose of this task force shall be to 

strengthen Trumbull’s identity as a diverse, equitable, and inclusive community.  The 

Task Force shall identify programmatic, community, and legislative practices with regard 

to racial, social, sexual, and gender equity and diversity.  The Task Force shall consist of 

eight (8) members who shall be appointed by the Town Council.  The Council shall first 

appoint four (4) members whose terms will run until the first Monday in December 2022 

and four (4) members whose terms will run until the first Monday in December 2024.  

Thereafter all appointments shall be for a term of four (4) years each.  The Task Force 

shall report to the Town Council at least quarterly and shall otherwise make 

recommendations for action as frequently as it deems appropriate. 
 

9. RESOLUTION TC28-88:  BE IT RESOLVED, That a special election shall be held on 

November 3, 2020 in the Town of Trumbull to fill the vacant Board of Education seat 

created by the resignation of Kathleen Fearon,  for the remainder of the term ending the 

first Monday in December, 2021. The Town Clerk and the Registrars of Voters are 

directed to establish the ballots, polling places and dates for party endorsement and a 

primary election, if necessary, pursuant to law.   
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FULL RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION TC28-81: 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF TRUMBULL 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN EQUIPMENT 

LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE  

REFINANCING AND LEASING OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

PUBLIC BENEFIT WITHIN THE TERMS PROVIDED HEREIN; 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS 

REQUIRED IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING THE 

TAKING OF ALL OTHER ACTIONS NECESSARY TO THE 

CONSUMMATION OF THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED BY THIS 

RESOLUTION. 

WHEREAS, THE TOWN OF TRUMBULL (the Governing Body) (the “Lessee”), a 

Municipality duly organized and existing as a political subdivision, municipal corporation or 

similar public entity of the State of CONNECTICUT, is authorized by the laws of the State of 

CONNECTICUT to acquire, finance, refinance and lease personal property for the benefit of the 

Lessee and its inhabitants and to enter into contracts with respect thereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessee desires to refinance and lease certain equipment that have been 

acquired, installed and financed pursuant to Prior Leases (as defined in the Agreement) with a 

cost not to exceed $4,671,000 constituting personal property necessary for the Lessee to perform 

essential governmental functions (the “Equipment”); and 

WHEREAS, in order to refinance such Equipment, the Lessee proposes to enter into that 

certain Equipment Lease/Purchase Agreement (the “Agreement”) with Banc of America Public 

Capital Corp (or one of its affiliates), as lessor, (the “Lessor”), the form of which has been 

presented to the governing body of the Lessee at this meeting; and   

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Lessee deems it for the benefit of the Lessee and for 

the efficient and effective administration thereof to enter into the Agreement and the other 

documentation relating to the refinancing and leasing of the Equipment to be therein described 

on the terms and conditions therein and herein provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Lessee as follows: 

 Section 1. Findings and Determinations.  It is hereby found and determined that the 

terms of the Agreement, in the form presented to the governing body of Lessee at this meeting, 

are in the best interests of the Lessee for the refinancing and leasing of the Equipment. 



 

7 

 

 Section 2. Approval of Documents.  The form, terms and provisions of the Agreement 

are hereby approved in substantially the forms presented at this meeting, with such insertions, 

omissions and changes as shall be approved by the First Selectman and/or the Director of 

Finance of the Lessee or other members of the governing body of the Lessee executing the same, 

the execution of such documents being conclusive evidence of such approval; and the Director of 

Finance of the Lessee is hereby authorized and directed to execute, and the Town Clerk  of the 

Lessee is hereby authorized and directed to attest, the Agreement and any related Exhibits 

attached thereto and to deliver the Agreement (including such Exhibits) to the respective parties 

thereto, and the Town Clerk of the Lessee is hereby authorized to affix the seal of the Lessee to 

such documents. 

 Section 3. Other Actions Authorized.  The officers and employees of the Lessee shall 

take all action necessary or reasonably required by the parties to the Agreement to carry out, give 

effect to and consummate the transactions contemplated thereby (including the execution and 

delivery of a  tax certificate and agreement, as contemplated in the Agreement) and to take all 

action necessary in conformity therewith, including, without limitation, the execution and 

delivery of any closing and other documents required to be delivered in connection with the 

Agreement. 

 Section 4. No General Liability.  Nothing contained in this Resolution, the Agreement  

nor any other instrument shall be construed with respect to the Lessee as incurring a pecuniary 

liability or charge upon the general credit of the Lessee or against its taxing power, nor shall the 

breach of any agreement contained in this Resolution, the Agreement or any other instrument or 

document executed in connection therewith impose any pecuniary liability upon the Lessee or 

any charge upon its general credit or against its taxing power, except to the extent that the Rental 

Payments payable under the Agreement are limited obligations of the Lessee, subject to annual 

appropriation, as provided in the Agreement. 

 Section 5. Appointment of Authorized Lessee Representatives.  The First Selectman 

and the Director of Finance of the Lessee are each hereby designated to act as authorized 

representatives of the Lessee for purposes of the Agreement until such time as the governing 

body of the Lessee shall designate any other or different authorized representative for purposes 

of the Agreement. 

 Section 6. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this 

Resolution shall for any reason be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or 

unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the 

remaining provisions of this Resolution. 

 Section 7. Repealer.  All bylaws, orders and resolutions or parts thereof, inconsistent 

herewith, are hereby repealed to the extent only of such inconsistency with respect to this 

Resolution.  This repealer shall not be construed as reviving any bylaw, order, resolution or 

ordinance or part thereof. 
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 Section 8. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon the 

posting of this approval on the website of the Town of Trumbull. This Resolution shall be 

effective immediately upon its publication (emergency legislation). 
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RESOLUTION TC28-82: 

 

AS AMENDED BY BOARD OF FINANCE 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $7,332,000 FOR THE 

TRUMBULL (TOWN) CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2020-

2021 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $7,332,000 BONDS 

OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION AND 

PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF 

TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

 

 

Section 1.  The sum of $7,332,000 is appropriated for the planning, acquisition and 

construction of the various projects comprising the Trumbull (Town) Capital Improvement Plan 

2020-2021, as adopted and amended by the Town Council from time to time, and consisting of: 

(i) roadways; (ii) Public Facilities including Town Hall, Public Works Yard, EMS Building, 

Senior Center, (iii) Park improvements, (iv) Fleet and Equipment; (v) other projects, including 

economic development and various road and drainage improvements and engineering; and 

including appurtenances, equipment and services related thereto, or for so much thereof or such 

additional improvements as may be accomplished within said appropriation, and for 

administrative, advertising, printing, legal and financing costs to the extent paid therefrom. Said 

appropriation shall be in addition to grant funding and all prior appropriations for said purpose.  

The Town Council may by resolution transfer funding herein among authorized projects within 

the 2020-2021 Town CIP, and the First Selectman's office may transfer among projects amounts 

not exceeding 10% of the CIP funding by purpose as last approved by the Town Council. 

 

Section 2.  To meet said appropriation $7,332,000 bonds of the Town or so much thereof 

as shall be necessary for such purpose, shall be issued, maturing not later than the twentieth year 

after their date.  Said bonds may be issued in one or more series as determined by the First 

Selectman and the Town Treasurer (hereafter the Town Officials), and the amount of bonds of 

each series to be issued shall be fixed by the Town Officials, provided that the total amount of 

bonds to be issued shall not be less than an amount which will provide funds sufficient with 

other funds available for such purpose to pay the principal of and the interest on all temporary 

borrowings in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds outstanding at the time of 

the issuance thereof, and to pay for the administrative, printing and legal costs of issuing the 

bonds.  Capital project revenues, including bid premiums and investment income derived from 

investment of bond proceeds (and net investment income derived from note proceeds) are 

authorized to be credited by the Director of Finance to the project account and expended to pay 

project expenses customarily paid therefrom.  The remaining appropriation and bond 

authorization shall be reduced by the amount of capital project revenues so credited.  The bonds 

shall be in the denomination of $1,000 or a whole multiple thereof, or, be combined with other 

bonds of the Town and such combined issue shall be in the denomination per aggregate maturity 

of $1,000 or a whole multiple thereof, be issued in bearer form or in fully registered form, be 

executed in the name and on behalf of the Town by the manual or facsimile signatures of the 

Town Officials, bear the Town seal or a facsimile thereof, be certified by a bank or trust 
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company designated by the Town Officials, which bank or trust company may be designated the 

registrar and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust company designated by the Town 

Officials, and be approved as to their legality by Joseph Fasi LLC, Attorneys-at-law, Bond 

Counsel of Hartford.  They shall bear such rate or rates of interest as shall be determined by the 

Town Officials.  The bonds shall be general obligations of the Town and each of the bonds shall 

recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such 

bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, that the full faith and credit of the 

Town are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon and will be 

paid from property taxation to the extent not paid from other sources. The aggregate principal 

amount of the bonds to be issued, the annual installments of principal, redemption provisions, if 

any, the date, time of issue and sale and other terms, details and particulars of such bonds, shall 

be determined by the Town Officials, in accordance with the General Statutes of the State of 

Connecticut, as amended. 

 

Section 3.  Said bonds shall be sold by the Town Officials, in a competitive offering or by 

negotiation, in their discretion.  If sold at competitive offering, the bonds shall be sold upon 

sealed proposals, auction, or similar competitive process at not less than par and accrued interest 

on the basis of the lowest net or true interest cost to the Town.  A notice of sale or a summary 

thereof describing the bonds and setting forth the terms and conditions of the sale shall be 

published at least five days in advance of the sale in a recognized publication carrying municipal 

bond notices and devoted primarily to financial news and the subject of state and municipal 

bonds.  If the bonds are sold by negotiation, the provisions of purchase agreement shall be 

approved by the Town Officials. 

  

Section 4.  The Town Officials are authorized to make temporary borrowings in 

anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds.  Notes evidencing such borrowings shall 

be executed in the name and on behalf of the Town by the manual or facsimile signatures of the 

Town Officials, bear the Town seal or a facsimile thereof, be payable at a bank or trust company 

designated by the Town Officials, be approved as to their legality by Joseph Fasi LLC, 

Attorneys-at-law, Bond Counsel of Hartford, and be certified by a bank or trust company 

designated by the Town Officials, pursuant to Section 7-373 of the General Statutes of 

Connecticut, as amended.  They shall be issued with maturity dates which comply with the 

provisions of the General Statutes governing the issuance of such notes, as the same may be 

amended from time to time.  The notes shall be general obligations of the Town and each of the 

notes shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, 

that such note is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, that the full faith and credit 

of the Town are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon and will 

be paid from property taxation to the extent not paid from other sources.  The net interest cost on 

such notes, including renewals thereof, and the expense of preparing, issuing and marketing 

them, to the extent paid from the proceeds of such renewals or said bonds, shall be included as a 

cost of the project.  Upon the sale of said bonds, the proceeds thereof, to the extent required, 

shall be applied forthwith to the payment of the principal of and the interest on any such notes 

then outstanding or shall be deposited with a bank or trust company in trust for such purpose. 

 

Section 5.  Resolution of Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures with Borrowings.  

The Town (the "Issuer") hereby expresses its official intent pursuant to §1.150-2 of the Federal 
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Income Tax Regulations, Title 26 (the "Regulations"), to reimburse expenditures paid sixty days 

prior to and after the date of passage of this ordinance in the maximum amount and for the 

capital project defined in Section 1 with the proceeds of bonds, notes, or other obligations 

("Bonds") authorized to be issued by the Issuer.  The Bonds shall be issued to reimburse such 

expenditures not later than 18 months after the later of the date of the expenditure or the 

substantial completion of the project, or such later date the Regulations may authorize.  The 

Issuer hereby certifies that the intention to reimburse as expressed herein is based upon its 

reasonable expectations as of this date.  The Director of Finance or her designee is authorized to 

pay project expenses in accordance herewith pending the issuance of reimbursement bonds, and 

to amend this declaration. 

 

Section 6.  The Town Officials, are hereby authorized to exercise all powers conferred by 

section 3-20e of the general statutes with respect to secondary market disclosure and to provide 

annual information and notices of material events as enumerated in Securities and Exchange 

Commission Exchange Act Rule 15c2-12, as amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or 

desirable to effect the sale of the bonds and notes authorized by this resolution. 

 

Section 7.  It is hereby found and determined that it is in public interest to issue all, or a 

portion of, the Bonds, Notes or other obligations of the Town as qualified private activity bonds, 

or with interest that is includable in gross income of the holders thereof for purposes of federal 

income taxation.  The Town Officials are hereby authorized to issue and utilize without further 

approval any financing alternative currently or hereafter available to municipal governments 

pursuant to law including but not limited to any “tax credit bonds” or “Build America Bonds” 

including Direct Payment and Tax Credit versions.  
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RESOLUTION TC28-84: 

 

Whereas, the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue Services (DRS) offers funding to tax 

exempt organizations in the form of tax credits; and 

 

Whereas, tax credits are given to eligible corporations who contribute funding to support specific 

programs and services of the tax exempt organizations; and 

 

Whereas, programs supporting job training, low income residents, senior residents, residents 

with disabilities, child care services, or open space acquisition offer a 60 percent credit and 

energy conservation programs offer a 100% credit; and 

 

Whereas, the 2020 application will include Connecticut Radio Information System ($5,000), the 

Kennedy Center ($150,000) and Make-a-Wish Foundation of CT ($150,000); and 

 

Whereas, the town of Trumbull serves as the applicant and liaison to the Department of Revenue 

Services on behalf of the tax exempt organizations. 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Town Council: 

1. That it is cognizant of the application to the State Department of Revenue Services for 

the Neighborhood Assistance Act program; and, 

2. That Vicki A. Tesoro, or her designee, is authorized to submit such application and sign 

all related forms, contracts, and reports in order to implement the Neighborhood 

Assistance Act program. 
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CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 2020 

DRAFT REPORT TO THE TOWN COUNCIL 

As of June 29, 2020 

 

At its meeting on March 2, 2020, the Trumbull Town Council passed Resolution TC28-59, which reads as 
follows: 

RESOLUTION TC28-59: BE IT RESOLVED, That the Trumbull Town Council initiates a revision of the 
Charter of the Town of Trumbull as approved November 3, 1981, as revised November 4, 2003, as 
revised November 8, 2011, and as amended January 7, 2019, and further authorizes a six (6) member 
commission, to be known as the Charter Revision Commission 2020, not more than three (3) members 
of which shall be members of one political party. The Commission shall submit a draft report not later 
than June 1, 2020.  

The members of the Commission appointed by the Town Council are J.C. Cinelli, Kate Donahue, Nancy 
Gardiner, Susan Gilson, Martin McCann, and Tom Tesoro.  

Subsequently, on June 1, 2020, the Town Council passed Resolution TC28-78, which amended the 
Charter Revision Commission’s draft report due date to June 29, 2020. 

The Charter Revision Commission 2020 (“the Commission”) held its first meeting at Town Hall on March 
11, 2020, shortly before the COVID-19 pandemic closed Town Hall and suspended in-person meetings. 
After a brief hiatus, the Commission held its first public hearing, required by statute to be held prior to 
commencing substantive work, on April 15, 2020, via Zoom teleconference. At that public hearing, First 
Selectman Vicki Tesoro provided several recommendations to the Commission. The Commission also 
solicited input from members of the public, town employees, current and former board and commission 
chairs, a former Registrar of Voters, the League of Women Voters of the Bridgeport Area, the Trumbull 
Democratic Town Committee, and the Trumbull Republican Town Committee. Input was received from 
many of those stakeholders and was taken into account. 

The Commission met via Zoom teleconference on April 22, April 29, May 6, May 13, May 20, May 27, 
June 3, June 10, and June 17, 2020. A second public hearing was held on June 24, 2020, to receive input 
from the public on the draft report. Nine individuals spoke at the public hearing, and emailed comments 
were received from eight other individuals. The Commission held a meeting immediately after the public 
hearing, to make revisions to the Draft Report. 

All minutes of the Commission’s meetings are available on the Town website.  Residents may also view 
the meetings recorded by Trumbull Community Television by going to their website 
https://www.trumbullps.tv and clicking “Watch now” for video-on-demand viewing. 

It is important to note that the Commission discussed and seriously considered the issue of changing to 
four-year terms for the First Selectman, Treasurer, and Town Clerk. That recommendation was included 
in the Draft Report posted prior to the public hearing on June 24, 2020. However, based on feedback 

https://www.trumbullps.tv/
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provided during the public hearing, the Commission decided to remove that change from its 
recommendations. 

After considering all suggestions and information provided, the Commission hereby adopts its Draft 
Report, proposing the following changes to the Town Charter. Please note that the page numbers refer 
to the redlined version of the Charter reflecting the changes proposed by the Commission. The 
Commission’s recommendations for ballot questions appear at the end of this Report. 

 

Chapter I, Section 4B, Incorporation and General Powers. Defined Terms. (page 2) 

Current language: 
“Days” Unless otherwise specified, all references in this Charter to days are business days. 
 
Proposed language: 
Unless otherwise specified, all references in this Charter to “day(s)” are business days. Business days are 
any days that the Town Clerk’s Office is open Monday through Friday. All references to “day(s)” in 
Chapter II of this Charter are calendar days. 
 
(REASON: To specify that business days are weekdays that the Town Clerk’s Office is open, and to allow 
boards and commissions to function administratively more effectively.) 4/22/20 
 
 
Throughout the Charter: All instances listed below will specify that “days” are calendar days, and 
where “days” appears more than once in the section, all instances are calendar days: 
 
• Chapter III, Section 2C, Executive Branch, Powers and Duties. (page 7) 

Current language:   
C. Prepare and cause to be printed an annual town report within thirty (30) days after 
completion of the annual town audit; 

• Chapter III, Section 6B, third paragraph, Executive Branch, Department of Finance, Powers and 
Duties. (page 10) 
Current language: 
Such statements shall be prepared and delivered to all members and alternate members of the 
Board of Finance, the First Selectman, and all members of the Town Council within thirty (30) 
days after the close of each quarter of each fiscal year. 

• Chapter III, Section 12(B)(v), Executive Branch, Department of Public Works, Powers and Duties. 
(page 16) 
Current language: 
The Department of Public Works shall, not later than sixty (60) days after the receipt of 
proposals from any such building committee, file with the Building Committee a public facilities 
impact statement together with such recommendations as the Department may choose to make 
for improvement to or modification of existing public facilities. 

• Chapter V, Sections 2C and 2E, Appropriations from the General Fund and the Capital and 
Nonrecurring Fund During the Course of the Fiscal Year, Supplemental Appropriations. (pages 
24-25) 
Current language: 
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C. Within forty-five (45) days after the date on which the First Selectman shall be required to 
act, the Board of Finance shall consider and act upon the petition by denying the same, granting 
the same as petitioned or granting the same for a sum other than that petitioned. 
…. 
E. The Town Council shall act upon any such appropriation item not later than forty-five (45) 
days after action thereon by the Board of Finance provided that its authority shall be limited to 
authorization of funds no greater than that requested by the First Selectman or approved by the 
Board of Finance, or as provided in subsection (iv) above. 

• Chapter VI, Bond Issues. (page 26) 
Current language: 
The Board of Finance shall be deemed to have refused to recommend a bond issue as provided 
in this chapter if it shall not have recommended the same within thirty (30) days after a request 
for action on a proposed bond issue shall have been made to said Board by the Town Council. 

• Chapter VII, Section 4B, Boards and Commissions, Library Board, Appointment. (pages 29) 
Current language: 
The First Selectman shall, not less than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the term of any 
member so recommended or upon any earlier termination of the term of any members so 
recommended, give notice to the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial Library that 
such a vacancy has occurred or that the term of such a member is about to expire. Should the 
governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial Library fail to make a recommendation for 
appointment within thirty (30) days after the receipt of such notice, the First Selectman shall 
have the right to make the appointment or fill the vacancy without the recommendation.  

• Chapter VIII, Section 6C, Electoral Process, Initiative, Action by Council. (page 45) 
Current language: 
The Council shall (1) adopt such resolution or resolutions at such meeting without substantial 
alteration, in which event the petition shall become void, or (2) fail to adopt such resolution, 
resolutions or any of them, in which event the Town Clerk shall call a special election to be held 
within thirty (30) days after the meeting, unless a regular election is to be held within ninety (90) 
days thereafter, and, at such special or regular election, the resolution or resolutions shall be 
submitted to a vote of the electors and, subject to the limitation in subsection D, as hereinafter 
provided, if a majority of those voting on any such resolution vote in favor thereof, such 
resolution shall be deemed adopted, or (3) adopt a competing resolution or resolutions, in 
which event an election shall be held as specified in (2) above, at which the electors may adopt 
the petitioners’ resolution, the Council’s resolution or no resolution, the result to be 
determined, subject to the limitation in subsection D, as hereinafter provided, by a plurality of 
the votes cast. 

• Chapter VIII, Section 7B(i), (vii), Electoral Process, Referendum, Petition requirements. (page 47) 
Current language: 
(i)  Petitions for referendum shall be filed within twenty-five (25) days following publication of 
notice of adoption of an emergency measure or prior to the effective date of any other specific 
measure, including budget adoption. 
…. 
(vii)  If the Town Clerk shall certify the petition for referendum to be sufficient, the Town Clerk 
shall call a special election on the request or requests contained therein not more than thirty 
(30) days after said petition is filed with the Town Clerk. 

• Chapter VIII, Section 7I, Electoral Process, Effect on Council. (page 50) 
Current language: 
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Said election shall be held at the discretion of the Town Clerk at the direction of the Chairman of 
the Council within ninety (90) days following the vote of the Council. 

• Chapter VIII, Section 8B(i), (vi), Electoral Process, Special Referendum Requirements, Petition 
Requirements. (pages 50-51) 
Current language: 
(i)  Petitions for referendum may be filed with the Town Clerk within twenty-five (25) days 
following publication of notice of the adoption of the annual budget. 
…. 
(vi)  If the Town Clerk shall certify the petition for referendum to be sufficient, the Town Clerk 
shall call a special election on the request or requests contained therein not more than thirty 
(30) days after said petitions are filed with the Town Clerk. 

 
(REASON: These dates are more appropriately calendar days as they are 30, 45, 60, or 90 days, which are 
more appropriately classified as calendar days than business days. In the case of 25 days for filing a 
petition for referendum, the number of days was extended in the last Charter revision from 20 to 25 
days, making the additional days that would be attributable to business days unnecessary.) 6/10/20 
 
Chapter II, Section 1, Legislative Branch. Town Council. (page 3) 
 
Current language:  
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, no member of the Council shall hold any other 
office or position of the Town, appointive or elective, permanent or temporary except as a member of a 
special or standing committee of the Council. 
 
Proposed language: 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, no member of the Council shall hold any other 
office or position of the Town, appointive or elective, permanent or temporary except as a member of a 
special or standing committee created by the Council. 
 
(REASON: To apply this provision to committees that are created by the Town Council but are not 
committees of the Town Council.) 5/20/20 
 
Chapter II, Section 2, Legislative Branch. Composition and Election, first paragraph. (page 3) 
 
Current language: 
At the Town election, the members of the Council shall be elected from and by voting districts of the 
Town for terms of two (2) years. There shall be one (1) Council member for such number of Town 
residents or fraction thereof as shall be determined by the Town Clerk as herein provided. During the 
last full week of June in the year of the Town election, the Town Clerk shall determine the total number 
of Town residents. The Town Clerk shall then divide the total number of residents by twenty-one (21) 
and allocate to each district such number of Council members as said district is entitled to on a 
proportionate basis. 
 
Proposed language: 
At the Town election, the members of the Council shall be elected from and by voting districts of the 
Town for terms of two (2) years. There shall be seven (7) voting districts of substantially equal 
population, with three (3) Council members for each district.   District lines shall be established from 
time to time by ordinance adopted by the Council.   
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(REASON: The Town Charter requires that the Town Council be composed of 21 members. In order to 
create voting districts of substantially equal populations with equal representation there are four 
possible district configurations: 1,3 7, or 21 districts. Commission members feel that the seven district 
option is the best of those configurations as it provides: 

1. Equal representation for each district on Town Council (3 members/district) 
2. Improves voter enfranchisement with more polling places in closer proximity to voters' homes 
3. Substantially equal numbers of potential voters at each polling place reducing uneven wait 

times caused by unequal district sizes 
4. Guarantees more equitable minority representation to improve parity in discussion (at least 

seven minority members of Town Council) 

5. provides voters with more local representation on Council.) 5/20/20 

 
 
Chapter II, Section 5A, Legislative Branch. Meetings. (page 4) 
 
Current language: 
Notice of meetings of the Council shall be published in a newspaper having a circulation within the Town 
not less than five (5) days prior to the meeting listing in said notice the agenda contained in the call. 
 
Proposed language: 
Notice of meetings of the Council shall be, at a minimum, posted on the Town website not fewer than 
five (5) days prior to the meeting. 
 
(REASON: Replaces publication of notice in a newspaper having a general circulation in the town with 
posting on the Town website.) 5/6/20 
 
Chapter II, Section 5B, Legislative Branch. Meetings. (pages 4-5) 
 
Current language: 

• For all meetings, agendas and all supplemental materials will be posted on the town’s official 
web site no less than 48 hours prior to the posted start time of the related meeting. 

 
Proposed language: 

• For all meetings, agendas and all non-privileged supplemental materials will be posted on the 
town’s official website no less than 24 hours prior to the posted start time of the related 
meeting.  

 
(REASON: To bring the Charter in line with the Freedom of Information Act, “non-privileged” language 
added to clarify that privileged documents, such as those to be discussed in executive session, need not 
be posted, and documents must be posted at least 24 hours prior to meetings.) 4/22/20, 5/6/20 
 
Current language: 

• Minutes of all meetings will be posted on the town’s official website by the end of the seventh 
business day following the date the meeting ends. 

 
Proposed language: 
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• Minutes of all meetings will be posted on the town’s official website by the end of the seventh 
day following the date the meeting ends.   

 
(REASON: To bring the Charter in line with the Freedom of Information Act, minutes must be posted 
within seven calendar days rather than business days.) 4/22/20 
 
 
Chapter II, Section 6, Legislative Branch. Adoption of Legislation. (page 5) 
 
Current language: 
Unless such legislative action shall be designated emergency legislation as provided herein, or shall 
specify a later effective date, it shall become effective on the fifteenth (15th) day following publication, 
except with reference to the annual budget which shall become effective as hereinafter provided. 
 
Proposed language: 
Unless such legislative action shall be designated emergency legislation as provided herein, or shall 
specify a later effective date, it shall become effective on the fifteenth (15th) day following posting on 
the town website, except with reference to the annual budget which shall become effective as 
hereinafter provided. The fifteen (15) day period shall not apply to appointments made of members of 
Boards, Commissions, and Committees. Such appointments shall become effective immediately upon 
posting on the town website. 
 
(REASON: To provide for posting on the town website rather than publication in the newspaper, and to 
eliminate the waiting period for appointments to become effective in order to fill seats on boards, 
commissions, and committees more quickly.) 5/6/20, 5/13/20 
 
 
Chapter II, Section 7, Legislative Branch. Emergency Legislation and Appointments. (page 5) 
 
Current language: 
Any legislative action designated to be a public emergency measure shall become effective immediately 
upon publication, but shall be subject to rejection, or approval as provided in chapter VIII, Section 7. 
 
Proposed language: 
Section 7. Emergency Legislation. 
 
….Any legislative action designated to be a public emergency measure shall become effective 
immediately upon posting on the town website, but shall be subject to rejection, or approval as 
provided in chapter VIII, Section 7. 
 
(REASON: To provide for posting on the town website rather than publication in the newspaper and to 
clarify the title of the section.) 5/6/20 
 
 
Chapter II, Section 8, Legislative Branch. Publication of Adopted Legislation. (pages 5-6) 
 
Current language: 
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Within five (5) days after final passage, as provided in section 6 of this chapter, the Town Clerk shall 
transmit for publication in a newspaper, having a circulation within the Town, a notice that such 
legislation is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk and is available for examination. 
 
Proposed language: 
Posting of Adopted Legislation. 
 
Within five (5) days after final passage, as provided in section 6 of this chapter, the Town Clerk shall 
transmit for posting on the town website, a notice that such legislation is on file in the office of the 
Town Clerk and is available for examination. 
 
(REASON: To provide for posting on the town website rather than publication in the newspaper and to 
clarify the title of the section.) 5/6/20 
 
 
Chapter III, Section 3, Executive Branch. Absence, Disability, Vacancy, etc. (pages 7-9) 
 
Current language: 

A. In the event of his/her disability, personal emergency or temporary absence, the First 
Selectman may, by letter filed with the Town Clerk, appoint the Town Treasurer or the Chairman of the 
Town Council in the event that the Town Treasurer cannot or will not serve, to perform the duties of and 
serve as acting First Selectman.  In the event that the First Selectman fails to do so, the Town Council 
may make said appointment by resolution. The Town Council shall in any event make said appointment 
if the First Selectman shall be absent from his/her duties for more than thirty (30) consecutive days. 

B. The Office of First Selectman shall be deemed vacant if the First Selectman dies, retires, 
resigns, becomes ineligible to serve, or removes from the town. In any such event the Town Council shall 
within fifteen (15) days thereafter at a meeting duly warned for said purpose, fill the vacancy for the 
unexpired portion of the term, by majority vote of the total Town Council members, provided, however, 
that the Town Clerk shall forthwith warn a special election to fill the vacancy if either (1) the Town 
Council fails to fill the vacancy within said period, or (2) within ten (10) days after the Town Council shall 
have filled the vacancy, a petition for a special election shall be filed by a number of town electors equal 
to at least five (5) percent of those who voted for the office of First Selectman in the preceding Town 
election. Such petition shall be filed and certified in the manner provided herein for the filing and 
certifying of referendum petitions.  

C. Such special election shall be held on a day to be prescribed by the Town Council which 
day shall be not earlier than the ninetieth (90th) day and not later than the one hundredth (100th) day 
following the day of such warning. Until the result of said special election shall have been determined, 
the Town Treasurer shall serve as acting First Selectman. If the vacancy occurs within six (6) months of 
the end of the First Selectman's term, no proceeding shall be had to fill the vacancy and the Town 
Treasurer shall become the First Selectman and serve as First Selectman until the expiration of the First 
Selectman's term.  In the event the Town Treasurer declines to serve, the Town Council shall fill the 
vacancy. 

 Any appointments made by the Acting First Selectman shall expire at the end of the Acting First 
Selectman’s term, unless state law requires otherwise. 

 
Proposed language: 
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A. In the event of a temporary absence of 30 calendars days or less, the First Selectman 
may, by letter filed with the Town Clerk, appoint the Town Treasurer as Acting First Selectman. In 
the event the Town Treasurer is unable or unwilling to serve, the First Selectman may, by letter to 
the Town Clerk, appoint the Chairman of the Town Council as Acting First Selectman. The Acting 
First Selectman shall have all the powers and duties of the First Selectman except that unless 
otherwise required by law, the Acting First Selectman shall neither make any appointments to any 
Board or Commission nor sign any agreements binding the Town nor hire or fire any employees that 
serve the Town at the pleasure of the First Selectman. 

B. The Office of the First Selectman shall be deemed Vacant upon the occurrence of any of 
the following: 

1. Death of the First Selectman. 
2. The retirement or resignation of the First Selectman. 
3. If the First Selectman ceases to have a principal residence in the Town. 
4. If the First Selectman is, as determined by the Town Council, absent from office, for any 

reason, for a continuous period of not fewer than 90 calendar days. Vacation time shall not be 
considered in determining the period of absence. 

C. In the event that the Office of the First Selectman becomes vacant as defined in Section 
3 B, the Council shall call for a Special Election to fill the remainder of the term of the outgoing First 
Selectman. Such Special Election shall be held in compliance with state statute. 

D. During the period beginning with the Office of the First Selectman becoming Vacant and 
ending with the swearing in of a new First Selectman, the Town Treasurer shall become Acting First 
Selectman. In the event the Town Treasurer is unwilling or unable to perform the duties of Acting 
First Selectman, the Chairman of the Town Council shall become Acting First Selectman.  In the 
event neither the Treasurer nor the Chairman of the Town Council is willing and able to serve, the 
Town Council shall, by a vote of 2/3rds of the members present and voting, appoint an Acting First 
Selectman who shall be a resident and elector of the Town. The Acting First Selectman shall have all 
the powers and duties of the First Selectman except that unless otherwise required by law, the 
Acting First Selectman shall not sign any contracts binding the Town for a period exceeding his term 
as Acting First Selectman. Any appointments made by the Acting First Selectman shall expire at the 
end of the Acting Selectman’s term, unless state law requires otherwise. 

 
If a vacancy occurs within a period of six months or less from the date of a regularly scheduled election 
for the Office of First Selectman, there shall be no Special Election and the Acting First Selectman shall 
fill the remaining portion of the term of office. 
 
(REASON: The current Charter has language regarding succession, both temporary and permanent, for a 
sitting First Selectman. The Committee operating under the principle of clarity with respect to processes, 
recommends changing the language so that it provides a clear and unambiguous process.) 5/13/20 
 
 
Chapter III, Section 6G, Executive Branch. Department of Finance. Purchasing contracts and 
expenditures. (pages 12-14) 
 
Current language: 
(ii) Before any purchase is made or any contract for insurance, public work or services, other than 
professional services, involving an expenditure of more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), is let, 
said purchasing authority shall procure quotes from at least three (3) sources, whenever practicable, 
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and such quotes shall be open to any bidder who shall conform to the regulations which may be 
imposed by said purchasing authority when the quotes are requested.  
(iii) If any purchase or any such contract involves the expenditure of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00), or more, the purchasing authority shall invite sealed bids or proposals, by causing to be 
published and advertised therefor in a newspaper having a substantial circulation in the town, at least 
ten (10) days prior to the opening of said bids. Purchases shall be made from and contracts let to the 
lowest, responsible, qualified bidder thereon, or if there be two (2) or more responsible bidders who 
submit bids which are equal and lowest, to one (1) of the lowest responsible bidders, provided however 
that the right to reject and to waive any informalities in all bids or proposals shall be reserved, which 
reservations shall be set forth in such advertisement. This subsection shall apply to the construction of 
any public buildings and to other public improvements.  
The foregoing requirements under (ii) and (iii) as to bids may be waived after the purchasing authority 
has obtained the written approval of the First Selectman in any case in which compliance with this 
subsection shall be deemed to be impractical or not in the best interest of the town. The record of any 
purchase made pursuant to such a waiver shall include a copy of the waiver, which shall contain a 
statement of the reasons therefor, and shall be kept on file in the office of the purchasing authority 
where it shall be open to public inspection.  
(iv) No purchase shall be made from nor shall services (other than services as an officer, agent, or 
employee of the town) be secured from any officer or employee of the town, or from any partnership or 
corporation in which such officer or employee is a partner or officer, or holds a substantial interest, 
unless such relationship and the fact that such purchase is contemplated shall be made known in writing 
to the agency making such purchase, and notice thereof posted, for at least five (5) days before such 
purchase be made, in the office of the agency making such purchase and in a public place in the town 
hall.  
(v) Purchase requisitions and contracts for public work or other services covered by this section 
shall not be valid without the endorsement of the purchasing authority. The purchasing authority shall 
endorse a requisition or contract only after he/she has examined the same and found that it conforms 
to the requirements of this section and that there is a sufficient unencumbered balance of an applicable 
appropriation to pay the same. The purchasing authority shall record the amount of the requisition or 
contract as an encumbrance against the appropriation from which it is to be paid. If, by making any 
contract or purchase, the budget allowance of the department, commission or board requesting same 
shall be exceeded, the purchase shall not be made. The purchasing authority shall promptly notify the 
Board of Finance and such contract or purchase may thereafter be authorized in accordance with and 
subject to the limitations of this Charter. 
(vi) Except for emergencies that threaten the immediate health, safety and well-being of town 
residents, spending by all town entities will be at a rate consistent with the nature of the appropriation. 
(vii) No one vendor shall be allowed to receive more than one (1) bid waiver in any three (3) year 
period.  Bid waivers in excess of $500,000 must receive Town Council approval by a 2/3 majority vote of 
the entire Town Council. 
(viii) Upon change of administration, no contract may be signed from the date of the election to the 
installation of new officers unless authorized by 2/3 of the Town Council present and voting. 
 
Proposed language: 
(ii) The Town’s Purchasing Policy shall include, among other provisions, requirements for 
competitive bidding for the award of contracts or purchases of property by any department, office, 
agency, board or commission of the town, including the Board of Education. The Town Council shall 
establish (a) a range of value for contracts and purchases for which not fewer than two (2) written 
quotes or proposals shall be required, and (b) a threshold of value for contracts and purchases over 
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which sealed bidding shall be required. Any threshold of value established by the Town Council pursuant 
to clause (b) of the preceding sentence shall be consistent with applicable provisions of the General 
Statutes. 
(iii) Upon change of administration, no purchasing contract may be signed from the date of the 
election to the installation of new officers unless authorized by 2/3 of the Town Council present and 
voting. 
 
(REASON: Chapter III, Section 6G, clauses (ii) through (vii) of the current Charter include certain 
provisions—including procurement of multiple bids, sealed competitive bidding, conflicts of interest, bid 
waivers, and purchasing authority approval—that are set forth in the Town of Trumbull Purchasing 
Policy and Procedures (the “PPP”).  The Commission believes the deleted provisions are better suited 
for, and should remain in, the PPP.  New clause (ii) ensures that future editions of the PPP will include, at 
a minimum, multiple bids and competitive sealed bidding at such thresholds as may be adopted by the 
Town Council.)  5/27/20 
 
 
Chapter III, Section 15, Executive Branch. Bonds. (pages 18-19) 
 
Current language: 
Bonds.  
The First Selectman, Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Director of Finance, Treasurer, Tax Collector, 
Director of Public Works, and Building Official, and such other officers and employees as may be 
required to do so by statute or by action of the Town Council, shall, before entering upon their duties, 
execute a bond for the faithful performance of their duties, in form and amount as prescribed by law, 
and if not otherwise provided for, then in an amount prescribed by the First Selectman and form 
approved by the Town Attorney, and file the same with the Town Clerk. Nothing herein shall be deemed 
to preclude blanket fidelity bonds. Premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the town. 
 
Proposed language: 
Bonds and Employee Dishonesty Coverage. 
Any Town officials as may be required by the General Statutes shall, before entering upon their duties, 
execute a bond for the faithful performance of their duties, in form and amount as prescribed by law, 
and if not otherwise provided for, then in an amount prescribed by the First Selectman and form 
approved by the Town Attorney, and file the same with the Town Clerk. Nothing herein shall be deemed 
to preclude blanket fidelity bonds. Premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the town. The Town shall 
purchase Crime and Fidelity insurance Coverage which covers Town Official and Town Employee 
Dishonesty in amounts deemed appropriate by the Director of Finance. The Board of Education shall be 
covered as an additional insured on said coverage. 
 
(REASON: This change is recommended to bring the charter into conformity with the actual practice in 
Trumbull and other communities in the area.  We believe it provides the Town with greater protection 
than does the language in the current charter. This change also clarifies the title of the section.) 5/27/20 
 

Chapter IV, Section 2B, Adopting the Annual Budget. Duties of the Board of Finance. (page 21) 

Current language: 
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The Board of Finance shall, at least five (5) calendar days prior to the hearing provided in chapter IV, 
section 2 A, cause to be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the Town, as well as 
the Town’s website, the budget proposed by the First Selectman including in parallel columns, for each 
item, the sum budgeted for the current fiscal year and the sum requested by each department or 
division for the next fiscal year, the sum proposed by the First Selectman and also the estimated tax 
rate. 
 
Proposed language: 
The Board of Finance shall, at least five (5) calendar days prior to the hearing provided in chapter IV, 
section 2 A, cause to be, at a minimum, posted on the Town website, the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman including in parallel columns, for each item, the sum budgeted for the current fiscal year and 
the sum requested by each department or division for the next fiscal year, the sum proposed by the First 
Selectman and also the estimated tax rate. 
 
(REASON: Replaces publication in the newspaper with posting on the town website.) 5/6/20 
 

Chapter IV, Section 3A, Adopting the Annual Budget. Duties of the Town Council. (page 22) 

Current language: 
At least five (5) days prior to said hearing, the Town Council shall cause to be published, in a newspaper 
having a general circulation in the Town, as well as the Town’s website, a notice of the public hearing 
together with a summary of the budget recommended by the Board of Finance showing proposed 
expenditures, anticipated revenues by major sources together with the amount of revenue to be raised 
by general taxation. 
 
Proposed language: 
At least five (5) calendar days prior to said hearing, the Town Council shall cause to be, at a minimum, 
posted on the Town website, a notice of the public hearing together with a summary of the budget 
recommended by the Board of Finance showing proposed expenditures, anticipated revenues by major 
sources together with the amount of revenue to be raised by general taxation. 
 
(REASON: Replaces publication in the newspaper with posting on the town website.) 5/6/20 
 
 
Chapter V, Section 2D(ii) and (iii), Appropriations from the General Fund and the Capital and 
Nonrecurring Fund During the Course of the Fiscal Year. (pages 24-25) 
 
Current language: 
Any action by the Board of Finance on any such matter shall go to the Town Council for review and 
action as hereinafter set forth if the same involves: 
…. 
(ii) An appropriation from the general fund for a sum in excess of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00); 
or  
(iii) If the same involves an appropriation from the general fund to any department which has 
received supplemental appropriations from the general fund during the course of any fiscal year the 
sum total of which is in excess of the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00); or 
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Proposed language: 
Any action by the Board of Finance on any such matter shall go to the Town Council for review and 
action as hereinafter set forth if the same involves: 
…. 
(ii) An appropriation from the general fund for a sum in excess of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00); or  
(iii) If the same involves an appropriation from the general fund to any department which has 
received supplemental appropriations from the general fund during the course of any fiscal year the 
sum total of which is in excess of the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00); or 
 
(REASON: The dollar amounts in this provision have been the same since at least 1981. The Commission 
believes they should be adjusted upwards to reflect inflation since that time.) 6/17/20 
 
 

Chapter VII, Section 1A, Boards and Commissions. Board of Finance. Composition and election. (page 
27) 

Current language: 
(None.) 
 
Proposed language: 
There shall be at least one (1) alternate member from the Democratic party and one (1) alternate 
member from the Republican party. 
 
(REASON: The current Charter provides the Board of Finance with three (3) alternate members. The 
Commission is not recommending any change to the number of alternates. Operating under the 
principles of fairness and balance, the Commission is recommending the language be added to the 
Charter requiring each major party to have at least one alternate of their party. This will minimize 
politics in the selection of alternates and ensure that each major party has at least one alternate from 
their party that can stand in their place in the event of an absence.) 5/20/20 
 
 
Chapter VII, Section 3, Boards and Commissions. Board of Education. (pages 27-28) 

Current language: 

A. Composition and election.  Except as provided herein, the Board of Education shall 
continue as established, subject to and pursuant to the General Statutes, consisting of seven (7) resident 
electors, six (6) of whom shall be elected for terms of four (4) years, and one (1) of whom shall be 
elected for a term of two (2) years.  Commencing with the election occurring in November 2015, the 
Board of Education shall consist of seven (7) members, who shall be elected to concurrent two (2) year 
terms. 

B. Minority representation and voting.  In accordance with section 9-167a of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, not more than five (5) members of the Board of Education shall be 
members of the same political party.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter VIII, Section 4 of this 
Charter, electors may vote for up to seven (7) candidates for the Board of Education. 

C. Transition election.  At the election occurring in November 2013, four (4) members shall 
be elected for terms of two (2) years, and electors may vote for up to four (4) candidates.  At the 
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election occurring in November 2015 and thereafter, all seven (7) members of the Board of Education 
shall be elected for concurrent terms of two (2) years. 

D. Powers and duties. The Board of Education shall have all the powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by law on boards of education. 
 

Proposed language: 

A. Composition and Election. The Board of Education shall continue as established, subject to and 
pursuant to the General Statutes, consisting of seven (7) members, each of whom shall be elected for a 
two (2) year term. Commencing with the 2021 election, the Board of Education shall be composed of 
eight (8) members.  

Each political party may nominate candidates for election as members of the Board of Education as 
provided in Section 9-204a of the General Statutes, provided however that not more than one-half (1/2) 
of the total membership shall be registered with the same political party. 

In the 2021 election, four (4) members shall be elected for a two (2) year term.  Not more than one-half 
(1/2) of those members elected shall be registered with the same political party.  In the 2021 election, 
four (4) members shall be elected for a four (4) year term.  Not more than one-half (1/2) of those 
members elected shall be registered with the same political party.   

Commencing with the 2023 election, all members shall be elected for a four (4) year term. 

B.   Powers and Duties. The Board of Education shall have all of the powers and duties conferred or 
imposed by the General Statutes on Boards of Education. 

 (REASON: Prior to charter revision in 2003 the Town had a six member Board of Education, with not 
more than three members from any political party.  This change is recommended in order to return to a 
less political Board of Education.  One change is to increase to an eight-member board, which is 
recommended due to the heavy workload of board members. By creating four year terms, with half the 
board turning over at each municipal election, we believe that it will provide for greater continuity 
which will be a benefit to our educational system.) 5/20/20; 6/10/20 

 

Chapter VII, Section 8A, Boards and Commissions. Police Commission. Composition and appointment. 
(page 30) 

Current language: 
The Town shall have a Police Commission which shall consist of six (6) members who shall be appointed 
by the First Selectman for a term of three (3) years, two (2) of which terms shall expire each year. The 
First Selectman shall be a member of said Commission, ex officio, but shall have no vote in the 
proceedings of said Commission except in case of a tie vote of the entire membership of the 
Commission. 
 
Proposed language: 
The Town shall have a Police Commission, which shall consist of five (5) members who shall be 
recommended by the First Selectman and appointed by the Town Council. The terms of members 
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serving on the Police Commission as of November, 2020 shall not be changed. If the seat of a member 
serving as of November, 2020 becomes vacant, the vacancy shall be filled by the Town Council, upon 
recommendation of the First Selectman, for the balance of that term. One member shall be appointed 
as of the first Monday of December, 2020, whose term shall be for five (5) years. Two members shall be 
appointed as of the first Monday in December, 2021, one of whose terms shall be for two (2) years and 
the other for five (5) years. Two members shall be appointed as of the first Monday in December, 2022, 
one of whose terms shall be for two (2) years and the other for five (5) years. Thereafter, all 
appointments shall be for a term of five (5) years. 
 
(REASON: State statute provides that municipal police commissions shall consist of three, five, or seven 
members who are appointed by the legislative body of the town. This change conforms Trumbull’s 
Police Commission to what is required by statute. To reduce the number of commissioners from six 
members with a three-year term to five members with a five-year term while maintaining the current 
commissioners, shortened terms are provided during a transition period.) 5/27/20; 6/10/20 
 
Chapter VII, Section 11E, Boards and Commissions. Parks and Recreation Commission. Power to 
consider gifts. (page 33) 

Current language: 
The Commission shall consider the acceptance of gifts, donations, legacies or devises for park purposes, 
and recommend the acceptance or rejection thereof to the Town Council. 
 
Proposed language: 
The Commission shall consider the acceptance of gifts, donations, legacies or devises for park and/or 
recreation purposes, and recommend the acceptance thereof to the Town Council. 
 
(REASON: Addition of “and/or recreation” to clarify that gifts may be accepted for recreation purposes.) 
4/29/20 
 
 
Chapter VII, Section 17, Boards and Commissions. Ethics Commission. (pages 36-37) 

Current language: 
B. Powers and duties. The Ethics Commission shall have the following powers and duties: 
(i) It shall recommend a code of ethics for adoption by the Town Council; and 
(ii) It shall investigate any complaints and make a determination of whether or not there have been 
any violations of this Charter, ordinances of the Town, or of the code of ethics adopted by the Charter; 
and 
(iii) It shall conduct such inquiries and proceedings as may be required and, thereafter, in 
appropriate cases, impose such sanctions as may be provided by the Town ethics code or by this 
Charter. 
C. Code of ethics. The Town Council shall have the power and the duty to adopt, under its 
ordinance making power, and subject to the approval of the First Selectman required for ordinances, a 
code of ethics which shall, except as otherwise provided by law, by this Charter, govern the conduct of 
all elected and appointed Town officials and all Town employees. The code shall specify and designate 
ethical standards of conduct required of affected persons, prohibited activities, and the sanctions that 
may be imposed for violations of the code with the exception of those cases where violations of the 
code may also involve criminal violations in which cases the matters involved shall be referred to and 
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reserved for appropriate criminal authorities. The power to investigate violations, to conduct hearings 
on any alleged violations, and to impose sanctions or otherwise enforce the code shall be vested in the 
Ethics Commission and in no other body or official of Town government. 
D. Procedure. The Ethics Commission shall, in the conduct of its activities, adhere to the 
confidentiality requirements of the statute and also the Ethics Commission and shall observe the 
following procedural rules:   
Any person charged with any violation: 
(i) Shall be promptly notified, in writing, of the charges against him/her and the provision of ethics 
code or Charter claimed to have been violated; 
(ii) Shall be entitled to a hearing on the charges against him/her to be held, at his/her option, in 
public or in private, not later than forty-five (45) days after the notification of charges, or at any later 
time agreed upon by the Commission and the person charged; 
(iii) Shall be entitled to confront his/her accuser and to cross examine witnesses against him; and 
(iv) Shall be entitled to representation by counsel. 
 
Proposed language: 

B. Powers and duties. The Ethics Commission shall have the following powers and duties: 
(i) It shall recommend a code of ethics (a “Code”) for adoption by the Town Council; and 
(ii) It shall investigate any complaints and make a determination of whether or not, in the 

discretion of the Ethics Commission, there have been any material violations of this Charter, ordinances 
of the Town, or of the Code adopted by the Town Council; and  

(iii) It shall conduct such inquiries and proceedings as may be required and, thereafter, in 
appropriate cases, impose such sanctions as may be provided by the Town ethics code or by this 
Charter. 

C. Code of ethics. The Town Council shall have the power and the duty to adopt, under its 
ordinance making power, and subject to the approval of the First Selectman required for ordinances, a 
Code which shall, except as otherwise provided by law, by this Charter, govern the conduct of all elected 
and appointed Town officials and all Town personnel. For purposes hereof, “Town personnel” shall 
mean and include (i) all Town employees, (ii) members of the Board of Education and Board of 
Education employees, and (iii) members of all other Town Boards, Commissions, Committees and 
Authorities. The Code shall specify and designate ethical standards of conduct required of affected 
persons, prohibited activities, rules of procedure, and the sanctions that may be imposed for violations 
of the Code with the exception of those cases where violations of the Code may also involve criminal 
violations in which cases the matters involved, at the discretion of the Ethics Commission, may, be 
referred to the appropriate criminal authorities. The power to investigate violations, to conduct hearings 
on any alleged violations, and to impose sanctions or otherwise enforce the Code shall be vested in the 
Ethics Commission and in no other body or official of Town government. 

D. Procedure. The Ethics Commission shall, in the conduct of its activities, adhere to the 
confidentiality requirements of Section 1-82a(a) through (e) of the Connecticut General Statutes, and 
the Code, as the same may be amended from time to time.  The provisions of the Code notwithstanding, 
the respondent shall be afforded the opportunity to cross examine the complainant and witnesses 
against the respondent and, failing such opportunity, the Ethics Commission may, in its discretion, 
dismiss the complaint. 
 
(REASON: In clause (ii) of Section 7B, the Commission is proposing that determinations of the Ethics 
Commission (the “EC”) regarding ethical violations be governed by a materiality standard. Under clause 
(ii) as currently drafted, and the Town’s Code of Ethics, when the EC receives an ethics complaint, it 
meets in executive session to determine whether to dismiss the complaint for lack of jurisdiction or 
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probable cause. If it finds jurisdiction and probable cause, the EC must fully investigate and adjudicate 
the claim.  If the EC finds that an ethical violation has been committed, it may or may not choose to 
impose a sanction. New clause (ii) will give the EC the discretion to dismiss a claim for lack of probable 
cause—and thus avoid a full investigation and adjudication—if it determines the alleged offense to be 
immaterial. In Section 7C, the term “Town personnel” is substituted for “Town employees” and defined 
to include Town employees, as well as members of Boards, Commissions, Committees and 
Authorities. The Commission believes that any referral by the EC of possible criminal violations to 
appropriate criminal authorities should be discretionary, rather than mandatory. In Section 7D, the 
Commission believes EC procedures should be set forth in the Town’s Code of Ethics, rather than the 
Charter. However, the Commission strongly believes in the right of a respondent to cross examine a 
complainant and witnesses against the respondent. New Section 7D, which is not in the current version 
of the Code of Ethics, gives the EC the discretion to dismiss a complaint in which a respondent is not 
given the opportunity to confront his/her accusers.) 5/6/20 
 

Chapter VII, Section 21, Boards and Commissions. Commission on Aging. (pages 38-39) 

Current language: 

[None.] 

Proposed language: 

SECTION 21. Commission on Aging.  

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Commission on Aging, which shall consist 
of eight (8) members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of two (2) years. No fewer 
than four (4) members shall be age 55 or older. No more than five (5) members shall be 
members of the same political party.  

B. Duties in general. The Commission shall study the conditions and needs of older adults in the 
community in relation to housing, economics, employment, health, recreation and other 
matters. It shall analyze the services for older adults provided by the community, both by public 
and private agencies, and shall make recommendations to the Town Council regarding the 
development and integration of public and private agencies, in cooperation with state and other 
services to the extent possible. The Commission shall also act as an advisory body to the 
Director of the Senior Center. The Commission shall have all the powers and duties conferred or 
imposed by the General Statutes and the ordinances of the Town. 

C. Transition. All members of the Senior Citizen Commission as of November 2020 shall be deemed 
members of the Commission on Aging and shall serve the remainder of their current terms. 

(REASON: The Municipal Code currently provides for a Senior Citizen Commission. This commission, 
which deals with issues pertaining to a large segment of Trumbull’s population, many of whom are 
isolated from the community, is important enough to warrant being included in the Charter. The 
recommended provision, including a new commission name, was drafted with input from the current 
chair of the Senior Citizens Commission and the Senior Center Director.) 6/10/20 
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Chapter VII, Section 22, Boards and Commissions. Commission on Youth. (page 39) 

Current language: 

[None.] 

Proposed language: 

SECTION 22. Commission on Youth. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Commission on Youth consisting of six (6) 
members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of two (2) years. No more than four (4) 
members shall be members of the same political party. The Commission shall have two non-
voting youth members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of one (1) year. 

B. Duties in General. The purpose of the Commission on Youth is to advise and assist the First 
Selectman with developing, planning, coordinating and/or conducting programs and/or 
activities that address the health, social, employment and general welfare needs of the youth of 
the Town of Trumbull. Such programs and activities shall avoid unnecessary duplication of those 
provided by public and private agencies. The Commission shall act as an advisory body to the 
Director of Parks and Recreation and any other Town department, except the Board of 
Education, charged with providing services and programs to the youth of our Community. The 
Commission shall act as an advocate for youth programs and expenditures before the Board of 
Finance and the Town Council during budget preparation. The Commission shall have all the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by the General Statutes and the ordinances of the 
Town. 

(Reason: The Youth Commission was eliminated from the Charter in 2011. The Charter Revision 
Commission believes that it is important to add this commission back into the Charter to address the 
needs of Trumbull youth. It is an advisory commission only.) 6/10/20 

 

Chapter VII, Section 23, Boards and Commissions. Official conduct. (page 40) 

Current language: 
[None.] 
 
Proposed language: 
D. Removal of Appointees. The appointing authority may remove any member of an appointed 
commission or board for failing to participate in at least fifty percent (50%) of the meetings in a fiscal 
year or failing to participate in three (3) consecutive meetings. 
 
(REASON: This change provides a mechanism for removal of an appointed, but not elected, member of a 
board, commission, or committee when that member does not meet a minimum attendance standard. 
Removal is discretionary and not mandatory to account for potential issues such as illness or other 
hardship of a member.) 4/29/20 
 

Chapter VII, Section 24, Boards and Commissions. Public meetings and records. (page 41) 
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Current language: 
[None.] 
 
Proposed language: 
All boards, commissions and committees shall follow posting requirements for all meetings as stated in 
Chapter II, Section 5B. 
 
(REASON: This paragraph clarifies that all boards, commissions, and committees must follow posting 
requirements for meetings as specified in Chapter II, Section 5B, which is the chapter dealing with the 
Legislative Branch. The Commission believes it is important to include this language in the Chapter 
dealing with Boards and Commissions.) 5/6/20 
 
 
Chapter VIII, Section 4, Electoral Process. Majority Limitation. (page 42) 
 
Current language: 
Section 4. Majority Limitation. 
 
The determination of the number of members of any one (1) political party to be appointed or elected 
under this Charter shall be made as provided in Section 9-167a of the General Statutes, Rev. of 2001. 
The provisions of this section shall have no application to the Town Council. No party may nominate for 
office more candidates for any board or commission than the number determined in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 9-167a of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended. 
 
Proposed language: 
Section 4. Minority Representation. 
 
The determination of the number of members of any one (1) political party to be appointed or elected 
under this Charter shall be made as provided in Section 9-167a of the General Statutes, as amended. The 
provisions of this section shall have no application to the Town Council. Unless specifically required by 
the General Statutes or by another provision of this Charter, no party may nominate for office more 
candidates for any board or commission than the number determined in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 9-167a of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended. 
 
(REASON: The reason for changing the title of the section is so that the title will conform to the statute it 
references, Section 9-167a of the General Statutes.  This was changed in the charter revision of 2003 
and should be corrected. 
 
The reasoning for the language regarding the numbers of nominees and the number of candidates 
voters can vote for is to make it clear that the requirements of this section are not intended to be in 
conflict with the General Statutes or other sections of the charter which deal with nominating and 
voting processes.) 6/10/20, 6/17/20 
 
 
Chapter VIII, Section 5, Electoral Process. Vacancies. (pages 43-44) 
 
Current language: 
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 A. A vacancy in any office, board or commission subject to appointment shall be filled for 
the unexpired portion of the term by the appointing authority herein designated.  
 B.   A vacancy in the Office of the First Selectman shall be filled as provided in Chapter III, 
Section 3.  
 C.  A vacancy in an elective office, board or commission other than the Council shall be 
filled as follows:  

(i)  By special election if a petition therefor is filed with the Town Clerk, as provided by law, 
within ten (10) days after such vacancy has occurred; but in such event, the First Selectman shall 
have the right to fill the vacancy until said special election is held.  
(ii)  By appointment by the First Selectman in the event such a petition for special elections 
are not filed in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph C.(i), supra, unless otherwise 
required by State law.  

 D.  For the purposes of this Section 5, a vacancy shall occur upon:  
(i)  The receipt by the Town Clerk of the incumbent's written resignation;  
(ii)  The death of the incumbent;  
(iii)  The incumbent's ceasing to reside in or be an elector of the Town.  

 E.  Persons appointed by the First Selectman to fill vacancies in elected boards or 
commissions or elective offices shall be of the same political party, if any, as the person vacating the 
office.  
 
Proposed language: 

A. For the purposes of this section 5, a vacancy shall occur upon: 
(i) The receipt by the Town Clerk of the incumbent's written resignation; 
(ii) The death of the incumbent; 
(iii) The incumbent's ceasing to reside in or be an elector of the Town. 
B. The Town Clerk shall, within forty-eight (48) hours of notice of a vacancy, post a public 

notice of the vacancy on the home page of the Town website. For purposes of the previous sentence, 
notice of a vacancy shall be defined as when the Town Clerk learns of a vacancy or, in the case of 
resignation, the receipt by the Town Clerk of the incumbent’s written resignation. 

C. A vacancy in any office, board or commission subject to appointment shall be filled for 
the unexpired portion of the term by the appointing authority herein designated. 

D. A vacancy in the Office of the First Selectman shall be filled as provided in chapter III, 
section 3. 

E. A vacancy in an elective office, board or commission other than the Council shall be 
filled as follows: 

(i) By special election if a petition therefor is filed with the Town Clerk, as provided by law, 
within ten (10) days after notice of such vacancy has been posted on the Town website in 
accordance with subparagraph (b), supra; but in such event, the First Selectman shall have the 
right to fill the vacancy until said special election is held. 
(ii) By appointment by the First Selectman in the event such a petition for special election is 
not filed in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (C)(i), supra, unless otherwise 
required by State law. 
F. Persons appointed by the First Selectman to fill vacancies in elected boards or 

commissions or elective offices shall be of the same political party, if any, as the person vacating the 
office. 
 
(REASON: Under this section, the public may petition for a special election within a specified number of 
days after occurrence of a vacancy, but the public may be unaware of the vacancy and therefore may 
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miss the window for filing a petition. This change provides for posting notice of a vacancy on the town 
website, thereby providing a fairer process for the public. The section was also reorganized for clarity.) 
6/17/20 
 
 

Chapter VIII, Section 7B(i), Electoral Process. Referendum. (page 47) 

Current language: 
Petitions for referendum shall be filed within twenty-five (25) days following publication of notice of 
adoption of an emergency measure or prior to the effective date of any other specific measure, 
including budget adoption. 
 
Proposed language: 
Petitions for referendum shall be filed within twenty-five (25) days following posting of notice on the 
town website of adoption of an emergency measure or prior to the effective date of any other specific 
measure, including budget adoption. 
 
(REASON: Replaces publication in the newspaper with posting on the town website.) 5/6/20 
 
 
Chapter VIII, Section 7D(ii), (iii)(a) and (b), and (iv), Electoral Process. Voting procedure. (pages 48-49) 
 
Current language: 
(ii) Voting in such election shall be by voting machine or paper ballot at the discretion of the 
registrar of Voters.  
(iii) Form of ballots: 

(a) The paper ballots or voting machine ballot labels used for a referendum with respect to 
any appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more or the annual budget 
shall state separately each appropriation or budget item referred to in substantially the 
following form: "Shall an appropriation (or budget item) adopted by the Council on (date of 
appropriation or budget item) in the sum of $________ for (here state the purpose of said 
appropriation or budget item) be increased (or decreased) to the sum of $________?" (or such 
other form as shall in the opinion of the Town Clerk appropriately state the question to be voted 
on). 
(b) The paper ballots or voting machine ballot labels used for any other referenda shall be 
submitted by ballot label. There shall appear upon the official ballot a ballot label, which may be 
distinct from the legal title of any such proposed measure, and which shall be a clear, concise 
statement without argument or prejudice, descriptive of the substance of the measure. Ballots 
and ballot labels shall be prepared by the Town Clerk, subject to the approval of the Town 
Attorney as to form, in such a manner as to present as clearly as possible the issue to be voted 
upon. 

(iv) The voting machine, paper ballot shall provide means of voting "yes" or "no" on each question 
so presented. 
 
Proposed language: 
(ii) Voting in such election shall be recorded by voting in such method as may be required by the 
General Statutes. 
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(iii) Form of ballots: 
(a) The question(s) to be voted on at each  referendum with respect to any appropriation of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more or the annual budget shall state separately 
each appropriation or budget item referred to in substantially the following form: "Shall an 
appropriation (or budget item) adopted by the Council on (date of appropriation or budget 
item) in the sum of $________ for (here state the purpose of said appropriation or budget item) 
be increased (or decreased) to the sum of $________?" (or such other form as shall in the 
opinion of the Town Clerk appropriately state the question to be voted on). 
(b) There shall appear upon the official ballot the question to be voted on, which may be 
distinct from the legal title of any such proposed measure, and which shall be a clear, concise 
statement without argument or prejudice, descriptive of the substance of the measure. Ballot 
questions shall be prepared by the Town Clerk, subject to the approval of the Town Attorney as 
to form, in such a manner as to present as clearly as possible the issue to be voted upon. 

(iv) The ballot shall provide a means of voting "yes" or "no" on each question so presented. 
 
(Reason: To remove confusion caused by use of the terms “voting machines” and “ballot labels.”) 
6/24/20 
 
 
Chapter VIII, Section 7F(ii), Electoral Process. Referendum. (page 49) 

Current language: 

(ii) If a referendum vote increases or decreases any budget item which consists of more than one 
(1) single item each with its own account number then: 

(a) Not later than five (5) days after said referendum vote, the Board of Finance shall make its 
recommendations to the Council for modification of individual items within said item so 
affected. 

(b) Not later than ten (10) days after said referendum vote, the Council shall modify the 
individual items within said item so affected and shall adopt the amount budgeted, which 
shall be effective on said date, provided, however, neither the Council, nor the Board of 
Finance shall modify the total appropriation as set by the referendum vote on said item. 

Proposed language: 

(ii) If a referendum vote increases or decreases any budget item which consists of more than one 
(1) single item each with its own account number then: 

(a) Not later than five (5) days after certification of the vote, the Board of Finance shall make its 
recommendations to the Council for modification of individual items within said item so 
affected. 

(b) Not later than ten (10) days after certification of the vote, the Council shall modify the 
individual items within said item so affected and shall adopt the amount budgeted, which 
shall be effective on said date, provided, however, neither the Council, nor the Board of 
Finance shall modify the total appropriation as set by the referendum vote on said item. 

(Reason: This section prescribes certain action to be taken within a specified number of days of a 
referendum vote. However, it does not take into consideration the time it takes for the results of that 
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vote to be certified. Therefore, this change is recommended so that days are counted from the date the 
vote is certified.) 6/10/20 

 

Chapter VIII, Section 7H, Electoral Process. Referendum. Publication. (page 50) 

Current language: 
Publication. Prior to any referendum election the Town Clerk shall cause the text of each measure 
affected to be printed twice in a newspaper having a circulation in the Town, the first (1st) printing to be 
not less than seven (7) days prior to such election and the second (2nd) printing to be not less than two 
(2) days nor more than six (6) days prior to such election. 
 
Proposed language: 
Publication and Posting. Prior to any referendum election the Town Clerk shall cause the text of each 
measure affected to be: 

(i) printed twice in a newspaper having circulation in the Town, the first (1st) posting to be not 
fewer than seven (7) days prior to such election and the second (2nd) posting to be not fewer 
than two (2) days nor more than six (6) days prior to such election, and 

(ii) posted on the Town website not fewer than seven (7) days prior to such election. 
 
(REASON: Adds posting of referendum questions on the town website in addition to publication in the 
newspaper.) 5/6/20 
 

Chapter VIII, Section 8B(i), Electoral Process. Special Referendum Requirements. Petition 
Requirements. (page 50) 

Current language: 
Petitions for referendum may be filed with the Town Clerk within twenty-five (25) days following 
publication of notice of the adoption of the annual budget. 
 
Proposed language: 
Petitions for referendum may be filed with the Town Clerk within twenty-five (25) days following posting 
on the town website of notice of the adoption of the annual budget. 
 
(REASON: Replaces publication in the newspaper with posting on the town website.) 5/6/20 
 

Chapter VIII, Section 8D, Electoral Process. Special Referendum Requirements. Form of Question. 
(pages 51-52) 

Current language: 

The voting ballots or voting machines shall state the following question:  “Shall the annual budget of 
$____________ [amount of adopted budget], as adopted by the Trumbull Town Council on 
____________ [date of adoption] be rejected and replaced with a budget that does not exceed 
$__________ [amount of current year budget, as of the same date the Town Council adopted next 
year’s budget, plus three and one half percent (3.5%)]?”  The voting machine or paper ballot shall 
provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question so presented. 
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Proposed language: 

The ballots shall state the following question:  “Shall the annual budget of $____________ [amount of 
adopted budget], as adopted by the Trumbull Town Council on ____________ [date of adoption] be 
rejected and replaced with a budget that does not exceed $__________ [amount of current year 
budget, as of the same date the Town Council adopted next year’s budget, plus three and one half 
percent (3.5%)]?”  The ballot shall provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question so presented. 

(Reason: To remove confusion caused by use of the terms “voting machines” and “ballot labels.”) 
6/24/20 

 

Chapter VIII, Section 9, Electoral Process. Bonded Debt. (pages 52-53) 

Current language: 

A. Refinancing of existing bonded debt, at comparable or lower rates, shall not be subject to 
referendum. All other issuance of bonded debt (whether or not combined with a refinancing 
package) shall be subject to referendum as follows: 

B. For debt taken out for all purposes (including but not limited to education, construction, golf 
course or other enterprise fund debt): A referendum must be held for all projects exceeding $15 
million. A single project cannot be bonded in multiple smaller amounts in order to avoid this 
referendum provision. A simple majority of those voting will determine whether the issuance is 
approved or not. 

C. Any bonded debt proposed that is not approved by referendum cannot be brought up again for 
referendum until the later of (1) The next Municipal election, or (2) One (1) year. 

Proposed language: 

A. Refinancing of existing bonded debt, at comparable or lower rates, shall not be subject to 
referendum.  All other issuance of bonded debt (whether or not combined with a refinancing 
package) shall be subject to referendum as follows: 

B. For debt taken out for all purposes (including but not limited to education, construction, golf 
course or other enterprise fund debt) referendum must be held for all projects exceeding $15 
million. The $15 million amount shall be indexed annually in January using the annual Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the Northeast Region, with $15 million and the 
2020 annual CPI-U for the Northeast Region used as the baseline for the calculation. If the 
indexing calculation results in an amount lower than $15 million, the floor for the referendum 
requirement will remain at $15 million. The indexed amount will be by vote of the Board of 
Finance and approval by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Town Council.  A single project cannot be 
bonded in multiple smaller amounts in order to avoid this referendum provision.     

C. Voting Procedure.  Voting at such election shall be in accordance with state law, provided that 
the hours for voting may be increased at the discretion of the Town Council. 

D. Form of Question.  The voting ballots or voting machines shall state the following question:  
“Shall the proposed bond issue in the amount of $____________ [amount of adopted], as 
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adopted by the Trumbull Town Council on ____________ [date of adoption] be approved. The 
voting machine or paper ballot shall provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question so 
presented. 

E. Procedure after Referendum. A simple majority of those voting will determine whether the 
issuance of the bond issue is approved.  However, if the number of votes cast is not at least five 
(5%) percent of the number of eligible electors, then the bond issue shall be deemed approved. 

F. Any bonded debt proposed that is not approved by referendum cannot be brought up again for 
referendum until the later of (1) The next Municipal election, or (2) One (1) year. 

(Reason: This section was added in the 2011 Charter revision, and requires a referendum vote on all 
debt taken out exceeding $15 million. However, no procedural framework was included to guide the 
town in holding a referendum under this section. In addition, the $15 million threshold amount was not 
indexed for inflation and has already become outdated. Therefore, the Commission is recommending 
procedures and indexing for inflation to remedy those deficiencies.) 6/10/20 

 

Chapter VIII, Section 10, Electoral Process. Registrar of Voters. (page 54) 

Current language: 

A Registrar of Voters for each political party having ten percent (10%) of the votes cast at the previous 
election shall be elected at the state election as provided in the General Statutes. Registrars of voters 
shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on registrars of voters. Deputy 
registrars of voters may be appointed as provided in the General Statutes. 

Proposed language: 

Delete the last sentence to read as follows: 

A Registrar of Voters for each political party having ten percent (10%) of the votes cast at the previous 
election shall be elected at the state election as provided in the General Statutes. Registrars of voters 
shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on registrars of voters. 

(Reason: The last sentence in this Section provides that the Registrars may appoint deputy registrars in 
accordance with state statutes. However, that is a statutory requirement and is not optional. The 
Commission recommends deleting the sentence, since state law covers this issue.) 6/10/20 

 

Chapter IX, Section 7, Adoption and Amendment Procedures. Referendum on Approval of Charter. 
(page 56) 

Current language:  

This Charter as revised shall be submitted to the electors of the Town for approval at the election to be 
held on November 8, 2011. If a majority of those voting shall vote in favor thereof, this Charter as 
revised shall become effective 30 days after the election. 
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Proposed language: 

This Charter as revised shall be submitted to the electors of the Town for approval at the election to be 
held on November 3, 2020. If a majority of those voting shall vote in favor thereof, this Charter as 
revised shall become effective on December 1, 2020. 

(REASON: This language updates this section to reflect the Election Day 2020 and the effective date of 
this revision if approved by the voters.) 6/10/20 

 

Recommended Ballot Questions 

The Commission is recommending three questions on the ballot. We believe there are two issues that 
are of enough importance that they should be broken out into their own separate ballot questions. 
Those are the establishment of seven (7) voting districts for the Town Council (see page 5 above) and 
expanding the Board of Education to eight (8) members with no more than four (4) members from one 
party (see pages 14-15 above). The Commission believes the remainder of the changes can be included 
in one other catch-all question. 
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CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 2020 

Summary of the DRAFT REPORT TO THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 

At its meeting on March 2, 2020, the Trumbull Town Council passed Resolution TC28-59, 
creating the Charter Revision Commission 2020 (“the Commission”).  The members of the 
Commission appointed by the Town Council are J.C. Cinelli, Kate Donahue, Nancy Gardiner, 
Susan Gilson, Martin McCann, and Tom Tesoro.  

The Commission held meetings on March 11, April 15 (public hearing),  April 22, April 29, May 6, 
May 13, May 20, May 27, June 3, June 10, and June 17, 2020, The Commission solicited input 
from members of the public, town employees,  former and current Board and Commission 
chairs, a former Registrar of Voters, the League of Women Voters of the Bridgeport Area, the 
First Selectman,  the Trumbull Democratic Town Committee, and the Trumbull Republican 
Town Committee. Input was received from many of those stakeholders and was taken into 
account. 

The Draft Report was posted, and a second public hearing was held on June 24, 2020 to receive 
input from the public. Nine individuals spoke at the public hearing, and emailed comments 
were received from eight other individuals. The Commission held a meeting immediately after 
the public hearing to make revisions to the Draft Report. 

All minutes of the Commission’s meetings are available on the Town website.  Residents may 
also view the meetings recorded by Trumbull Community Television by going to their website 
https://www.trumbullps.tv and clicking “Watch now” for video-on-demand viewing. 
 
It is important to note that the Commission discussed and seriously considered the issue of 
changing to four-year terms for the First Selectman, Treasurer, and Town Clerk. That 
recommendation was included in the Draft Report posted prior to the public hearing on June 
24, 2020. However, based on feedback provided during the public hearing, the Commission 
decided to remove that change from its recommendations. 

After considering all suggestions and information provided, the Commission recommended 
almost 40 changes to the Charter falling into two main categories.  First, changes that fix 
administrative issues, modernize terms, clarify definitions or bring the Charter into alignment 
with state statutes and second, substantive changes.  Examples of the first category include: 

  

https://www.trumbullps.tv/
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Proposed Change Chapter Section Charter 
Page 

Report 
Page 

Numerous clarifications of the definition of “days” – 
either calendar or business (many references 
throughout the Charter) 
 

Chapter I 4B Numerous 2 

Meeting and other posting requirements shifted to 
the town website 
 

Numerous    

Updating bonds and employee dishonesty insurance 
coverage language Chapter III 15 18-19 12 

Process for holding referendums for bonded debt 
 

Chapter 
VIII 9 52-53 25-26 

 
Substantive changes recommended include: 
 

Proposed Change Chapter Section Charter 
Page 

Report 
Page 

Establishment of seven (7) voting districts for the Town 
Council 

 

Chapter 
II 2 3 5 

Clarification of the process for replacing the First 
Selectman should the position become vacant 

 

Chapter 
III 3 7-9 8-9 

Aligning purchasing policies and procedures with current 
practice while ensuring key provisions are managed 
appropriately 

Chapter 
III 6G 12-14 10-11 

Expanding the Board of Education to 8 members with no 
more than four (4) members from one party 

 

Chapter 
VII 3 27-28 14-15 

Addition of two (2) Commissions – one on Aging and the 
other on Youth 

 

Chapter 
VII 

New 
sections 38-39 18-19 

 
Ballot Questions 

The Commission recommends three separate ballot questions: one on the establishment of seven voting 
districts, one on expanding the Board of Education to eight members with no more than four from one 
party, and one for all other changes. 
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CHAPTER I.  INCORPORATION AND GENERAL POWERS 

Section 1.  Incorporation.  

All the inhabitants dwelling within the Town of Trumbull, as previously 
constituted, shall continue to be a body politic and corporate under the name of the 
“Town of Trumbull” (the “Town”) and shall have all powers and privileges and 
immunities previously exercised by the Town and not inconsistent with this Charter, the 
additional powers and privileges conferred upon town under the General Statutes of the 
State of Connecticut (the “State”) as the same may be amended.  

Section 2.  Rights.  

All property, both real and personal, all rights of actions, and rights of every 
description and all securities and liens, vested or inchoate, of the Town as of the date 
when this Charter shall take effect are continued in the Town, and the Town shall 
continue to be liable on the effective date, whether accrued or not.  Nothing shall be 
construed to affect the right of the Town to collect any assessment, charge, debt, or lien 
for the construction, alteration, or repair of any public improvement.  

Section 3.  Obligations.  

If any contract has been entered into by the Town prior to the effective date of 
this Charter, or any bond or undertaking has been given by or in favor of the Town 
which contains provisions that the same may be enforced by a commission, board, 
department or officer therein named, which is abolished by the provisions of this 
Charter, such contracts, bonds or undertakings shall be in no manner impaired but shall 
continue in full force and effect and the powers conferred and the duties imposed with 
reference to the same upon any such commission, board, department or officer shall, 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter, thereafter be exercised and discharged by 
the First Selectman. 

Section 4.  Definitions 

A. Capitalized Terms.  The following rule has been used in determining which 
terms in this Charter are capitalized:  All references to particular Town officials, as 
defined below, and to particular Town authorities, boards, and commissions are 
capitalized, while general references are not.  For example, The Board of Education 
shall have the powers and duties conferred on boards of education by the General 
Statutes. 

B. Defined Terms.  The following terms shall have the meanings set forth in 
this paragraph unless otherwise specified in this Charter:   

“Town office” means any position in Town government which is described by this 
Charter except membership on the Town Council. 
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“Town officer” means an individual elected or appointed to a Town office other 
than as a member of an authority, board, or commission. 

“Town official” means any Town officer and any member of an authority, board, 
or commission. 

“General Statutes” means the official General Statutes of Connecticut under 
arrangement of the 1958 Revision as amended and updated.  Where chapter 
references are made, they are to chapter designation as of January 1, 2006.  In 
the event a chapter designation is changed by the publishers of the General 
Statutes, the new chapter references shall be substituted for the chapter 
references contained in this Charter. 

“Days” Unless otherwise specified, all references in this Charter to “day(s)” are 
business days. Business days are any days that the Town Clerk’s Office is open 
Monday through Friday. All references to “day(s)” in Chapter II of this Charter are 
calendar days. 
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CHAPTER II.  LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

Section 1.  Town Council.  

The legislative power of the Town shall be vested in a Town Council, hereinafter 
referred to as Council, consisting of twenty-one (21) members elected as provided 
herein and having the powers and duties conferred herein and by law. Its members 
shall serve without compensation. The Council shall be the judge of the qualifications of 
its members. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, no member of the 
Council shall hold any other office or position of the Town, appointive or elective, 
permanent or temporary except as a member of a special or standing committee 
created by the Council.  

Section 2.  Composition and Election.  

At the Town election, the members of the Council shall be elected from and by 
voting districts of the Town for terms of two (2) years. There shall be seven (7) voting 
districts of substantially equal population, with three (3) Council members for each 
district. District lines shall be established from time to time by ordinance adopted by the 
Council.  

Each Council member shall, during the term of his/her office, reside in the voting 
district from which he/she was elected. 

In each district no political party may nominate more than one (1) less than the 
number of Councilmen to be elected from the district, and each voter may vote for as 
many Council members as may be elected from the district. 

Section 3.  Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  

The Council shall hold an organizational meeting on the first (1st) Monday of 
December following the Town election and elect one (1) of its members Chairman, but 
such office shall not deprive the Chairman of his/her vote on any question. The 
Chairman shall preside over all meetings of the Council and perform such duties 
consistent with his/her office as may be imposed by the Council. The Council shall also 
elect one (1) of its members to the Office of Vice-Chairman who shall assume all the 
duties of the Chairman whenever and for whatever period of time the Chairman shall 
designate, or when the Chairman is absent from a meeting of the Council.  

Upon the death or resignation of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall assume 
the duties of Chairman until the Council shall elect a new Chairman. 

Section 4.  Council Clerk.  

The Council shall appoint a Clerk, who shall not be a member of the Council.  
The Clerk's compensation shall be determined by the Council subject to the approval of 
the Board of Finance. The Clerk shall keep a record of the attendance of Council 
members and all actions taken by vote of the Council and of all legislation passed by it, 
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together with a record of the vote cast by each Councilman and such record shall be 
maintained at the Town Clerk’s Office and made available for public inspection. In the 
absence or disability of the Clerk, his/her powers and duties shall be undertaken by a 
temporary clerk to be appointed by the Council Chairman. 

Section 5.  Meetings.  

A. The Council shall fix the time and place of its regular meetings, which shall 
be held monthly, unless otherwise provided by the Council Rules of Procedure, and 
shall be open to the public. Executive sessions may be held upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of the Council members present and voting, but no vote on an issue before the Council 
shall be taken during said executive session. A roll call vote shall be taken at the 
request of four (4) members of the Council. The Council shall adopt rules of procedure 
not inconsistent herewith. A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a 
quorum for the conduct of its business. Meetings of the Council shall be held upon the 
call of the Chairman or, in his/her absence or disability, upon the call of the Town Clerk: 
(a) at the Chairman's own initiative, (b) at the written request to the Town Clerk of two 
(2) Council members, (c) at the written request of the First Selectman to the Town Clerk 
or, (d) after receipt and certification by the Town Clerk of a petition therefor signed by 
one (1) percent of the electors on the last completed voter registration list. Any request 
or petition for any special meeting of the Council shall contain the agenda listing the full 
text of the proposed motions, resolutions, or ordinances which shall be considered at 
the meeting. Such special meetings shall be held no later than twenty-one (21) days 
after such written request has been received by the Town Clerk. Upon receipt of such a 
petition, the Town Clerk shall, within five (5) days thereafter, complete the certification 
process. If the petition shall meet the requirements of subsection 5A(d) of this chapter, 
then the Town Clerk shall certify the same and shall, forthwith, notify the Chairman of 
the Council of such certification. Such special meeting shall be held not later than 
sixteen (16) days thereafter. Notice of meetings of the Council shall be, at a minimum, 
posted on the town website not fewer than five (5) days prior to the meeting. 

B. All elected and appointed boards, commissions, and committees, 
including the Town Council, will post information about meetings as follows: 

• For all meetings, agendas and all non-privileged supplemental materials 
will be posted on the town’s official website no less than twenty-four (24) 
hours prior to the posted start time of the related meeting. 

• Minutes of all meetings will be posted on the town’s official website by the 
end of the seventh (7th) day following the date the meeting ends. 

• The information posted on the town’s official web site must be publicly 
accessible and downloadable. 

• The posted information must be kept available on the web site for the 
greater of five (5) years or the minimum required law. 

• Such additional requirements under the Connecticut Freedom of 
Information Act as amended. 
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Section 6.  Adoption of Legislation.  

The adoption of the annual budget shall be governed by the provisions of chapter 
IV, infra. Every other legislative action, except an emergency action, election of Council 
officers, appointment of the Clerk of Council, appointment of an acting First Selectman 
and adoption of rules of procedure, shall, within, three (3) days of its passage, be 
submitted to the First Selectman for his/her approval. The First Selectman shall sign the 
proposed legislation, if he/she approves it. If he/she disapproves of the proposed 
legislation, he/she may within five (5) days following receipt of the same veto and return 
it to the Clerk of the Council with a statement of the reasons for his/her veto which 
statement shall be transmitted by the Clerk to the Council at its next meeting. The 
Council may thereafter pass the proposed legislation by an affirmative vote of at least 
two-thirds (2/3) of its entire membership. Final passage shall mean adoption by the 
Council and approval by the First Selectman as provided herein or, in the event of veto 
by the First Selectman, a subsequent adoption of such legislation by two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the entire membership of the Council. If the First Selectman neither approves 
nor vetoes said legislation within the time required, no further action shall be required by 
the Council for final passage. Unless such legislative action shall be designated 
emergency legislation as provided herein, or shall specify a later effective date, it shall 
become effective on the fifteenth (15th) day following posting on the town website, 
except with reference to the annual budget which shall become effective as hereinafter 
provided. The fifteen (15) day period shall not apply to appointments made of members 
of Boards, Commissions, and Committees. Such appointments shall become effective 
immediately upon posting on the town website. 

Section 7.  Emergency Legislation. 

The Council may, by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire membership, designate 
any action as an emergency measure, specifying in detail the facts constituting such 
emergency. No measure creating or abolishing any office or changing the salary, term 
or duties of any officer or employee may constitute an emergency measure. Any 
legislative action designated to be a public emergency measure shall become effective 
immediately upon posting on the town website, but shall be subject to rejection, or 
approval as provided in chapter VIII, section 7. 

Section 8.  Posting of Adopted Legislation.  

All legislation, after final passage, shall be given a serial number by the Clerk of 
the Council and be recorded by the Town Clerk and shall be properly indexed. Within 
five (5) days after final passage, as provided in section 6 of this chapter, the Town Clerk 
shall post on the town website a notice that such legislation is on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk and is available for examination. 

Section 9.  Investigative Powers.  

With reference to proposed legislation, the Council shall have the power to 
investigate any and all departments, offices and agencies of the Town, and for such 
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purposes the Chairman of the Council shall have the power to issue a subpoena after 
the authorization by a majority vote of the Council, and when necessary, to secure a 
capias for the appearance of witnesses and the production of books and papers. 

Section 10.  Audit Powers. 

A. The Council may at any time require and provide for the examination or 
audit by a certified public accountant of the accounts of any officer or department of the 
Town, including the Board of Education. 

B. At a meeting of the Council subsequent to receipt from such certified 
public accountant of the report of said examination or audit, the Council shall discuss 
the report. 

Section 11.  Powers Denied to Town Council.  

The Town Council shall not diminish by ordinance, vote or otherwise, the powers 
and duties vested in the First Selectman by this Charter. 

Section 12. Vacancies in the Town Council.  

Any vacancy in the Council shall be filled with the designation of an elector from 
the same voting district and with the same party affiliation as the vacating member by 
the vote, at a Council meeting, of the Council members who are of the same political 
party as the vacating member. If the vacating member was not registered as a member 
of a political party or if members of a political party shall fail to fill the vacancy within 
sixty (60) days, then it shall be filled by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of Council members 
present and voting. 
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CHAPTER III.  EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Section 1.  Office of First Selectman; Election and Qualifications.  

A First Selectman shall be elected at the town election to hold office for a term of 
two (2) years and until his/her successor shall be elected and qualified. 

Section 2.  Powers and Duties.  

The First Selectman shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the town.  He/She 
shall be directly responsible for the administration of all departments headed by persons 
appointed by him. He/She shall also: 

A. See that all laws, ordinances and provisions of this Charter governing the 
town are faithfully executed and enforced; 

B. Make periodic reports to the Town Council. He/She may attend and 
participate in Town Council meetings, but shall have no vote; 

C. Prepare and cause to be printed an annual town report within thirty (30) 
calendar days after completion of the annual town audit; 

D. Recommend to the Town Council such measures as he/she may deem 
necessary or advisable; 

E. Keep the Town Council fully informed on the financial condition of the 
town by the issuance of quarterly reports of income and expense as to budget items; 

F. Submit annually to the Board of Finance a proposed budget for the next 
fiscal year in accordance with the provisions of chapter IV, section 1, of this Charter; 

G. Approve or veto acts of the Town Council in the manner set forth in 
chapter II; 

H. Exercise such powers and duties as may be provided by ordinance or 
resolution of the Town Council which are not inconsistent with this Charter or the 
General Statutes. 

I. The method of election to any Town office, board, commission, or agency 
of the Town may be changed by ordinance if the method of election set forth in this 
Charter is or becomes invalid because of a change in the law.  Such ordinance shall 
comport as nearly as possible to the intent of the Charter provision found to be invalid. 

Section 3.  Absence, Disability, Vacancy, etc. 

 

A. In the event of a temporary absence of thirty (30) calendars days or less, the 

First Selectman may, by letter filed with the Town Clerk, appoint the Town 
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Treasurer as Acting First Selectman. In the event the Town Treasurer is unable 

or unwilling to serve, the First Selectman may, by letter to the Town Clerk, 

appoint the Chairman of the Town Council as Acting First Selectman. The Acting 

First Selectman shall have all the powers and duties of the First Selectman 

except that unless otherwise required by law, the Acting First Selectman shall 

neither make any appointments to any Board or Commission nor sign any 

agreements binding the Town nor hire or fire any employees that serve the Town 

at the pleasure of the First Selectman. 

B. The Office of the First Selectman shall be deemed Vacant upon the occurrence 

of any of the following: 

1. Death of the First Selectman. 

2. The retirement or resignation of the First Selectman. 

3. If the First Selectman ceases to have a principal residence in the Town. 

4. If the First Selectman is, as determined by the Town Council, absent from office, 

for any reason, for a continuous period of not fewer than ninety (90) calendar 

days. Vacation time shall not be considered in determining the period of 

absence. 

C. In the event that the Office of the First Selectman becomes vacant as defined in 

section 3 B, the Council shall call for a Special Election to fill the remainder of the 

term of the outgoing First Selectman. Such Special Election shall be held in 

compliance with state statute. 

D. During the period beginning with the Office of the First Selectman becoming 

Vacant and ending with the swearing in of a new First Selectman, the Town 

Treasurer shall become Acting First Selectman. In the event the Town Treasurer 

is unwilling or unable to perform the duties of Acting First Selectman, the 

Chairman of the Town Council shall become Acting First Selectman.  In the event 

neither the Treasurer nor the Chairman of the Town Council is willing and able to 

serve, the Town Council shall, by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

present and voting, appoint an Acting First Selectman who shall be a resident 

and elector of the Town. The Acting First Selectman shall have all the powers 

and duties of the First Selectman except that unless otherwise required by law, 

the Acting First Selectman shall not sign any contracts binding the Town for a 

period exceeding his/her term as Acting First Selectman. Any appointments 

made by the Acting First Selectman shall expire at the end of the Acting 

Selectman’s term, unless state law requires otherwise. 

E. If a vacancy occurs within a period of six months or less from the date of a 
regularly scheduled election for the Office of First Selectman, there shall be no 
Special Election and the Acting First Selectman shall fill the remaining portion of 
the term of office. 

Section 4.  Removal of Appointees.  

Any person holding a town position for which compensation is paid, who is 
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appointed without a fixed term, shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority 
and may be removed, without cause, on ten (10) days' notice.  

If such person is appointed by one (1) town body or official on recommendation 
of another then he/she shall be removed by the appointing authority only on 
recommendation of the body or official. 

Section 5.  Relation to Boards and Commissions. 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the First Selectman shall be 
a member, ex officio, of all boards, commissions and special committees, but he/she 
shall not have any voting power unless any such body shall, as a result of a tie vote, fail 
to organize or elect necessary officers, in either of which case the First Selectman shall 
have a tie breaking vote. 

B. The First Selectman is empowered to convene any or all of the appointed 
boards and commissions of the town to review and coordinate activities and to plan the 
operations of the town government. He/She shall, at least once a year, convene a 
general meeting of all boards and commission members. 

Section 6.  Department of Finance. 

A. Appointment of Director of Finance. There shall be a Department of 
Finance, headed by a Director of Finance, appointed by the First Selectman. A 
certificate of his/her appointment, signed by the First Selectman shall be filed and 
recorded by the Town Clerk. In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the 
Director of Finance, the First Selectman may appoint an acting Director of Finance. The 
Director of Finance shall serve at the pleasure of the First Selectman. He/She may be 
suspended and/or removed by the First Selectman. 

B. Powers and duties. The Director of Finance shall exercise general 
supervision over the Department of Finance, including the keeping of accounts and all 
financial records, the compilation of proposed budget figures for the various agencies of 
the town, the coordination and analysis of wages and salaries, the operation of the 
offices of the assessor and tax collector, special assessments and other revenues, and 
the control over purchases and expenditures.  

The Director of Finance shall be responsible to the First Selectman for the 
administration of the Department of Finance. Accounts shall be kept by the Department 
of Finance, showing the financial transactions of all departments of the town, including 
all special agency and enterprise funds. Except as otherwise provided by law, forms for 
such accounts shall be prescribed by the Director of Finance with the approval of the 
First Selectman, which forms shall be adequate to record all cash receipts and 
disbursements, all assets, liabilities, reserves, income and expense and all transactions 
affecting the acquisition, custody and disposition of property and for the making of such 
reports of the financial transactions and conditions of the town as may be required by 
law or ordinance.  
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Financial statements concerning the general fund of the Town of Trumbull, 
consisting of a statement of revenues, expenditures, encumbrances, and transfers, and 
a statement of changes in fund balance shall be prepared for each quarter and each 
fiscal year. Such statements shall be prepared and delivered to all members and 
alternate members of the Board of Finance, the First Selectman, and all members of the 
Town Council within thirty (30) calendar days after the close of each quarter of each 
fiscal year. Such other reports for other periods and in such detail as may be required 
by the First Selectman, the Board of Finance, or the Town Council, shall also be 
prepared concerning the general fund, or any special funds, including all special agency 
and enterprise funds. 

A publicly accessible and downloadable copy of all audit reports performed by or 
on any Town entity (including those departments managed by the First Selectman as 
well as the Board of Education) will be posted on the Town’s website not more than 
forty-eight (48) hours after they are completed and reported to the appropriate Town 
entity.  This includes, but is not limited to, audit reports done by outside auditors as well 
as those performed by the Town’s internal auditor.  Copies of audit reports must be kept 
available on the Town’s website for the greater of ten (10) years or the minimum 
required by law. 

C. Tax Collector, Tax Assessor, purchasing authority, agent of the town 
deposit fund. The First Selectman shall appoint a Tax Collector and a Tax Assessor for 
terms coextensive with that of the First Selectman. The Director of Finance shall be the 
purchasing authority. The Director of Finance shall be the agent of the town deposit 
fund. Certificates of appointment relating to the Tax Collector and Tax Assessor shall be 
executed by the First Selectman and filed with and recorded by the Town Clerk. The 
Tax Collector shall have and exercise the powers and duties conferred and imposed by 
law on Tax Collectors. The Tax Assessor shall have and exercise the powers and duties 
conferred and imposed by law on Boards of Assessors. 

D. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be elected at the town election for a term 
of two (2) years and until his/her successor shall be elected and qualified. The 
Treasurer shall have and exercise the powers and duties conferred and imposed by law 
on town treasurers except those duties which are conferred specifically upon the 
Director of Finance by this chapter. 

E. Payments of obligations.  

(i) Payments by the town shall be made only upon approved vouchers 
certified by the head of the appropriate department or other division of the 
town government, and by means of warrants on the Town Treasurer 
issued and signed by the Director of Finance.  Expense reimbursements 
and payments made on behalf of the First Selectman and the 
Superintendent shall be by the Treasurer.  Payment shall be by check 
instrument signed by the Director of Finance and countersigned by the 
Town Treasurer. The Director of Finance shall examine all payrolls, bills, 
and other claims and demands against the town, and shall issue no 
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warrant for the payment unless he/she finds that the claim is in proper 
form, correctly computed, and duly certified that it is justly and legally due 
and payable, that an appropriation has been made therefor which has not 
been exhausted, or that the payment has been otherwise legally 
authorized and that there is money in the town treasury to make the 
payment. He/She may require any claimant to make oath as to the validity 
of his/her claim. 

(ii) Payments by the Board of Education shall be made only upon 
signed authorization of both the Superintendent and the Business 
manager of the Board of Education.  The Business Manager of the Board 
of Education shall examine all payrolls, bills, and other claims and 
demands against Board of Education, and shall issue no authorization for 
the payment unless he/she finds that the claim is in proper form, correctly 
computed, and duly certified that it is justly and legally due and payable, 
that an appropriation has been made therefor which has not been 
exhausted, or that the payment has been otherwise legally authorized and 
that there is money in the Town treasury to make the payment.  He/She 
may require any claimant to make oath as to the validity of his/her claim. 

F. Special audits. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of any officer of 
the town, other than the Director of Finance, the Director of Finance shall make an audit 
and investigation of the accounts of such officer and report to the First Selectman, the 
Board of Finance, and Town Council. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of the 
Director of Finance, an audit shall be made of the accounts of the Department of 
Finance by a certified public accountant, selected by the Board of Finance. 

G. Purchasing contracts and expenditures.  

(i) The Director of Finance shall be the purchasing authority of the 
town. The Town’s Purchasing Policy shall be adopted by the Town 
Council.  All supplies, materials, equipment and other commodities 
required by any department, office, agency, board or commission of the 
town, including the Board of Education, shall be purchased by the 
purchasing authority in accordance with the purchasing policy as most 
recently adopted by the Town Council on requisitions in such form as the 
Director of Finance, with the approval of the First Selectman, may 
prescribe, signed by the head of the department, office or agency, or 
chairman of the board or commission.  

(ii) The Town’s Purchasing Policy shall include, among other 
provisions, requirements for competitive bidding for the award of contracts 
or purchases of property by any department, office, agency, board or 
commission of the town, including the Board of Education. The Town 
Council shall establish (a) a range of value for contracts and purchases for 
which not fewer than two (2) written quotes or proposals shall be required, 
and (b) a threshold of value for contracts and purchases over which 
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sealed bidding shall be required. Any threshold of value established by the 
Town Council pursuant to clause (b) of the preceding sentence shall be 
consistent with applicable provisions of the General Statutes.  

 (iii) Upon change of administration, no purchasing contract may be 
signed from the date of the election to the installation of new officers 
unless authorized by two-thirds (2/3) of the Town Council present and 
voting. 

Section 7.  Town Clerk.  

The Town Clerk shall be elected at the town Election for a term of two (2) years 
and until his/her successor shall be elected and qualified. The Town Clerk shall have all 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Town Clerk and shall serve as 
registrar of vital statistics. The Town Clerk shall appoint and remove, subject to the 
provisions of Chapter VII, section 15 of this Charter, all full time deputies, assistants or 
employees in his/her office. 

Section 8.  Town Attorney.  

The First Selectman shall appoint a Town Attorney(s) or associate Town 
Attorneys for a term coextensive with that of the First Selectman or for such portion 
thereof as the First Selectman shall determine.  

The Town Attorney shall be attorneys admitted to practice law in this state and 
shall have practiced law in this state for at least five (5) years. The Town Attorney or 
associate town attorneys shall be the legal advisors and attorneys for the town and all 
departments, boards, commissions and officers thereof in matters relating to the town's 
interests and their official powers and duties. Such legal services shall be provided at 
the request of the First Selectman or at the direction of the First Selectman.  With the 
approval of the First Selectman, the Town Attorney shall have the authority to designate 
other attorneys to perform legal services on behalf of the Town. 

No compromise or settlement in any proceedings to which the town is a party 
involving the payment or receipt of money shall be effective without the approval of the 
Town Council. 

Section 9.  Fire protection.   

The Fire Districts, Fire Departments, fire companies and the Board of Fire 
Protection now existing shall continue to be responsible for fire prevention and fire 
protection in the town. The First Selectman shall appoint a Fire Marshal as provided by 
statute. 

Section 10.  Welfare. 

Duties of First Selectman. The First Selectman shall have all powers and duties 
relating to the poor, defective and dependent persons vested by law in the selectmen of 
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towns. 

Section 11.  Animal Control Officer. 

A. Appointment. The Animal Control Officer shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman for a term co-extensive with that of the First Selectman. The Animal Control 
Officer may appoint an Assistant Animal Control Officer subject to the approval of the 
First Selectman. 

B. Powers and duties. The Animal Control Officer and Assistant Animal 
Control Officer shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on 
animal control officers. 

Section 12.  Department of Public Works. 

A. Composition and appointment. There shall be a Department of Public 
Works administered by a Director of Public Works who shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman. There also shall be a Town Engineer who shall be a professional civil 
engineer licensed to practice in this state, a Superintendent of Highways and Bridges, a 
Tree Warden, and such other assistants and employees as shall be deemed necessary 
to perform the duties and functions of the Department, all of whom shall be appointed 
by the Director of Public Works, subject to the approval of the First Selectman. There 
shall be a Superintendent of Parks appointed by the Director of Public Works subject to 
the approval of the Parks and Recreation Commission. The Town Engineer may also 
serve as the Director of Public Works. The Superintendent of Highways and Bridges or 
Superintendent of Parks may also serve as Tree Warden as qualified in chapter III, 
section 12.G. 

B. Powers and duties. The Department of Public Works shall have all the 
administrative powers and duties vested in the town by this Charter or by general law 
with respect to the following functions: 

(i) The construction, reconstruction, maintenance, paving, repairing, 
draining, cleaning and snow clearance, lighting and inspection of all public 
streets, signs, highway guide posts and fences, dams, dumps, sanitary 
sewer systems and other public improvements. 

(ii) Maintenance of all buildings and equipment used or owned by the 
town, except the buildings and equipment used by the Board of Education.  
The Department of Public Works may maintain and care for school 
buildings and grounds, but only if and to the extent and for the period 
requested by the Board of Education and approved by the Town Council, 
provided the costs are charged against the Board of Education's 
appropriations. 

(iii) The planting, preservation, care and removal of trees, shrubs, and 
other vegetation within highways or public places or on town property. 
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(iv) Under the direction and control of the Director of Public Works, the 
Superintendent of Parks shall have general charge of the maintenance, 
care and upkeep of the cemeteries, parks, playground[s] and recreational 
areas of the town. 

(v) Construction of buildings and other public works that are assigned 
to building committees shall be under the control of such committees until 
final acceptance by the town. Each such building committee shall, prior to 
filing any request with any public body for funding for construction of 
buildings or other public works, submit a construction proposal to the 
Department of Public Works which department shall do an evaluation of 
the impact that any such proposed construction shall have on existing 
public facilities, such as driveways, sewers, both sanitary and storm, and 
drainage. The Department of Public Works shall, not later than sixty (60) 
calendar days after receipt of proposals from any such building committee, 
file with the Building Committee a public facilities impact statement 
together with such recommendations as the Department may choose to 
make for improvement to or modification of existing public facilities. Each 
building committee shall, prior to adoption of its final construction plans, 
consider the public facilities impact statement, including projected 
maintenance and operating costs,  submitted by the Department of Public 
Works and shall have the right to either adopt or reject any or all of the 
recommendations made therein. Each such building committee shall, 
however, upon making application for funding, submit to the appropriate 
body, a copy of the impact statement together with a statement of the 
action that it has taken on the recommendations made by the Department 
of Public Works. 

C. Director of Public Works. The Director of Public Works shall be qualified 
by experience to fulfill the duties of his/her office. He/She shall provide technical advice 
to the town and to all boards, committees, commissions and officers thereof, concerning 
the engineering matters of the town and the design and construction of its physical 
plant. He/She shall have the power, subject to the approval of the First Selectman, to 
make any and all appointments and to fill any and all vacancies and to employ any and 
all of the personnel deemed necessary for the operation of the Department and shall 
prescribe and define their respective duties. 

D. Engineering Department. The Town Engineer shall make or supervise the 
making of all surveys, maps, plans, drawings, specifications and estimates relating to 
the work of the town or any of its departments, boards, commissions or officers, except 
those delegated by the Town Council to building committees. He/She shall, within the 
Department of Public Works, have custody of all maps of the town not entrusted by 
ordinance, or otherwise by law, to any other department, board, commission or officer 
thereof, and shall maintain maps and other records showing highway, building and 
veranda lines, street profiles, and plans and profiles of storm and sanitary sewers, and 
zoning districts established by the town. 
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E. Acceptance of new streets. The First Selectman shall have the authority to 
accept streets into the highway system of the town. No new street shall be accepted 
without a written certificate from the Director of Public Works stating that the street has 
been completed and complies with all standards and specifications established by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and other ordinances and regulations pertaining to 
new streets.  

F. Superintendent of Highways and Bridges.  The Director of Public Works or 
his/her designee(s) shall be the Superintendent of Highways and Bridges and shall 
exercise the responsibilities of the Department with respect to streets, highways, 
bridges, sidewalks, curbs, street signs and guide posts, and shall perform such other 
duties as the Director of Public Works may require.   

G. Tree Warden. The Tree Warden, under the direction and control of the 
Director of Public Works, shall have charge of the planting, preservation, care and 
removal of trees within highways or public places or on town property, and such other 
duties as are imposed by law. The Tree Warden shall be licensed as a tree expert, as 
defined by the General Statutes.  The Tree Warden cannot have a financial interest in 
the tree work to be performed on behalf of the Town. 

Section 13.  Office of Emergency Management. 

A. Composition and appointment.  There shall be an Office of Emergency 
Management administered by a Director of Emergency Management who shall be 
appointed by the First Selectman and report to the Chief of Police. 

There also shall be such other assistants and employees as shall be deemed 
necessary to perform the duties and functions of the Office of Emergency Management, 
all of whom shall be appointed by the Chief of Police, subject to the approval of the First 
Selectman. 

B. Powers and duties.  The Office of Emergency Management shall have all 
the administrative powers and duties vested in the town by this Charter or by general 
law with respect to the following functions: 

(i) The Office of Emergency Management plans for and prepares for 
emergencies – natural or man-made – that could affect Trumbull’s citizens 
and facilitates a coordinated effort for preparedness, mitigation, response, 
and recovery from emergencies and disasters.  This includes documenting 
plans and procedures, training personnel, acquiring equipment, as well as 
strategizing with other departments and agencies.  In the event of an 
actual emergency, the Director or his/her designee will mobilize and 
deploy personnel and resources, notify the public and press of the 
emergency and manage the emergency event to maximize resources and 
minimize any negative impact. 
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Section 14.  Building Department. 

A. Composition and appointment. The town shall have a Building Department 
under the jurisdiction of the Building Official appointed by the First Selectman. The 
Building Official shall appoint assistants and other personnel as he/she deems 
necessary, subject to the approval of the First Selectman. The Building Official and such 
appointees shall meet such requirements for the respective positions as may now or 
hereafter be provided by law. 

B. Powers and duties. The Building Official and assistants shall have all of 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on building officials. 

C. Building code. The state building code as provided in section 29-253 of 
the Connecticut General Statutes as amended and as the same may be amended from 
time to time shall be the building code for the town. 

D. Building Code Board of Appeals. 

(i) Composition and appointment. The town shall have a Building 
Code Board of Appeals which shall consist of five (5) members appointed 
by the First Selectman for a term of five (5) years each, one of which 
terms shall expire each year.  

(ii) Powers and duties. The Building Code Board of Appeals shall have 
all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on building code 
boards of appeals. 

E. Housing Board of Appeals.  

(i) Composition and appointment. The town shall have a Housing 
Board of Appeals which shall consist of six (6) members who shall be the 
Fire Marshal, Director of Health, Director of Public Works, and three (3) 
electors of the town, to be appointed by the First Selectman for a term of 
three (3) years with the term of one (1) member expiring each year. Any 
vacancy shall be filled by the First Selectman.  

(ii) Powers and duties. The Housing Board of Appeals shall have all 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on housing boards of 
appeals. 

Section 15.  Bonds and Employee Dishonesty Coverage.  

Any Town officials as may be required by the General Statutes shall, before 
entering upon their duties, execute a bond for the faithful performance of their duties, in 
form and amount as prescribed by law, and if not otherwise provided for, then in an 
amount prescribed by the First Selectman and form approved by the Town Attorney, 
and file the same with the Town Clerk. Nothing herein shall be deemed to preclude 
blanket fidelity bonds. Premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the town. The Town 
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shall purchase Crime and Fidelity insurance Coverage which covers Town Official and 
Town Employee Dishonesty in amounts deemed appropriate by the Director of Finance. 
The Board of Education shall be covered as an additional insured on said coverage. 
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CHAPTER IV.  ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET 

Section 1.  Duties of the First Selectman.  
The First Selectman shall be responsible for the preparation of a proposed 

budget for each fiscal year to be submitted to the Board of Finance, annually, no later 
than the first Monday of March. The proposed budget shall be a budget for all 
departments of Town government including the Education Department and shall include 
all enterprise funds and special agency accounts. It shall be prepared according to a 
classification system adopted by the Board of Finance and shall take into consideration 
detailed estimates of proposed expenditures and revenues furnished to the First 
Selectman by the several departments and other divisions of the Town government.  

A. The proposed budget shall include the following information: 

(i) An itemized statement of appropriations proposed by the First 
Selectman for current expenses and capital expenditures, capital items 
and permanent improvements for each department and each division 
thereof for the ensuing fiscal year together with comparative statements, 
in parallel columns, of the requests made by the various departments and 
divisions of the appropriations and expenditures for the current and 
preceding fiscal years including supplemental appropriations and transfers 
for the current year through December 31st and the increases or 
decreases between the current and ensuing fiscal years and the 
appropriations recommended. 

(ii) An itemized statement of the taxes required and of the estimated 
revenues of the Town from all other sources for the ensuing fiscal year, 
with comparative statements in parallel columns of the taxes and other 
revenues for the current and preceding fiscal year, and of the increases or 
decreases estimated or proposed. 

(iii) Financial statements of most recent date, as provided in chapter III, 
section 6 B, and such other information as may be required by the Town 
Council or the Board of Finance. 

B. Adopted Budget: 

(i) The First Selectman shall sign the adopted budget, if he/she 
approves it; or 

(ii) Within five (5) days after adoption of the budget by the Town 
Council as provided in section 3 B and C infra, the First Selectman may 
veto any item or items thereof. An item for the purpose of this section shall 
be the same as an item defined for the purpose of a referendum in chapter 
VIII, section 7 B (v). If the First Selectman shall so veto, he/she shall, no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on the last day of said five-day period, return the veto 
to the Town Clerk with a statement of the reasons for his/her veto. 
Thereupon, the Town Clerk shall immediately notify the Chairman of the 
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Town Council of the receipt of said veto and the Chairman shall 
immediately call a meeting of the Town Council to be held no later than 
ten (10) days after the receipt by the Town Clerk of said veto. 

(iii) The Town Council may pass any said item or items vetoed by the 
First Selectman by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire membership. In 
the event that any vetoed item or items are not passed by the Town 
Council over the veto, said item or items as recommended to the Town 
Council by the Board of Finance shall be deemed to have been the 
adopted item or items by the Town Council. 

(iv) If within five (5) days after adoption of the budget by the Town 
Council, as provided in section 3 B and C, infra, the First Selectman 
neither signs nor exercises his/her veto power in accordance with section 
1 B ii supra, said adopted budget shall be deemed the final adopted 
budget as of 5:00 p.m. of the last day of said five day period. 

Section 2.  Duties of the Board of Finance. 

A. The Board of Finance shall conduct a public hearing on the budget 
proposed by the First Selectman and at said meeting or any adjournment thereof it shall 
hear all electors or taxpayers who may desire to be heard relative to the proposed 
budget. 

B. The Board of Finance shall, at least five (5) calendar days prior to the 
hearing provided in chapter IV, section 2 A, cause to be, at a minimum, posted on the 
Town website,  the budget proposed by the First Selectman including in parallel 
columns, for each item, the sum budgeted for the current fiscal year and the sum 
requested by each department or division for the next fiscal year, the sum proposed by 
the First Selectman and also the estimated tax rate.   

C. The Board of Finance shall consider the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman at a duly warned meeting and shall act upon said proposed budget at said 
duly warned meeting. It shall: 

(i) Adopt and approve the budget proposed by the First Selectman; or 

(ii) Make such changes in any estimates or appropriations contained in 
the proposed budget as it shall deem proper; and/or 

(iii) Add appropriations or receipt items not contained in the proposed 
budget.  

D. The Board of Finance shall, in any event, no later than the second 
Monday in April, submit to the Town Council its recommended budget for the next fiscal 
year. 
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Section 3.  Duties of the Town Council. 

A. Upon receipt of the budget recommended by the Board of Finance for the 
ensuing fiscal year, the Town Council shall cause sufficient copies thereof to be made 
available for general distribution in the Office of the Town Clerk and shall hold a public 
hearing thereon no later than the first Monday in May each year. At least five (5) 
calendar days prior to said hearing, the Town Council shall cause to be, at a minimum, 
posted on the Town website,  a notice of the public hearing together with a summary of 
the budget recommended by the Board of Finance showing proposed expenditures, 
anticipated revenues by major sources together with the amount of revenue to be raised 
by general taxation. 

B. The Town Council shall consider the budget recommended by the Board 
of Finance and shall adopt a budget no later than the second Monday in May and 
submit same to the First Selectman within two (2) days of adoption. 

C. If the Town Council shall not have adopted a budget on or prior to said 
date, then the budget recommended by the Board of Finance shall be deemed to have 
finally been adopted by the Town Council as of said date. 

D. The Town Council shall have the following powers with respect to any item 
in the budget recommended by the Board of Finance: 

(i) It shall have the power to reduce any item in the budget 
recommended by the Board of Finance by a majority vote of the Town 
Council members present and voting; and 

(ii) It may increase any item in said budget or add new items to said 
budget only on a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the entire membership 
of the Town Council provided, however, that new items may be added by 
the Town Council only to the extent that such items were included in the 
budget proposed by the First Selectman and provided further that any 
increase in said budget shall not be in excess of the amount for said item 
in the budget proposed by the First Selectman. 

E. If the Board of Finance shall fail to act, as set forth upon the budget 
proposed by the First Selectman or shall have failed to submit a recommended budget 
to the Town Council within the time limited by this chapter, then the budget proposed to 
the Board of Finance by the First Selectman shall be considered by the Town Council. 
The Town Council shall hold a public hearing on the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman after giving notice, all as set forth in chapter IV, section 3 A. The Town 
Council shall have, when considering and acting upon the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman, the same powers granted to the Board of Finance under the provisions of 
chapter IV, section 2 C, and shall exercise said powers by the vote of a simple majority 
of its members present and voting. 
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Section 4.  Effective date of the budget. 

A. Any budget adopted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall 
become effective on the first Monday in June unless a petition for a referendum has 
been filed as hereinafter provided.  

B. Any item subject to such referendum shall become effective in accordance 
with the referendum provisions of Chapter VIII. 

Section 5.  Setting the tax rate.  

No later than the second Monday in June the Board of Finance shall meet, and 
with due provision for estimated uncollectible taxes, abatements and corrections, shall 
lay such tax on the grand list of the preceding October first (1st) as shall be sufficient, in 
addition to the other estimated yearly income of the Town, and in addition to such 
revenue surplus, if any, as may be appropriated, not only to pay the expenses of the 
Town for the ensuing fiscal year, but also to absorb the revenue deficit of the Town, if 
any, at the beginning of the ensuing fiscal year. In the event of a referendum affecting 
the budget, the Board of Finance shall set the tax rate not later than five (5) days after 
the vote in said referendum. If the Board of Finance shall fail to set a tax rate within the 
time limits provided, then the First Selectman shall set the tax rate. 

  



- 22 - 
 

CHAPTER V.  APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE GENERAL FUND AND THE CAPITAL 
AND NONRECURRING FUND DURING THE COURSE OF THE FISCAL YEAR 

Section 1.  Transfer of funds.  

No expenditure shall be made by any department or Town official except in 
accordance with the appropriation items set forth in the budget, or supplemental 
appropriations as provided herein.  

The head of any department of Town government seeking a transfer of funds 
between different appropriation items within any department shall file a petition for such 
a transfer with the Board of Finance which shall have the authority to make such an 
appropriation transfer, provided, however, that by any such act the total appropriation 
for the Department shall not be increased.  

Section 2.  Supplemental Appropriations. 

A. The head of any department of Town government or the Town Council 
shall have the right to initiate proceedings for a supplemental appropriation during the 
course of the fiscal year. The right of the department head shall be to seek a 
supplemental appropriation for the department which he/she heads. The Town Council 
shall have the right to seek a supplemental appropriation for any department of Town 
government or the Town Council.  

B. The party seeking such a supplemental appropriation shall file a petition 
therefor with the First Selectman who shall, within ten (10) days after receipt of such a 
petition, endorse thereon his/her approval or disapproval, or if his/her approval is for a 
sum less than the amount requested, the amount which is in fact approved by him/her, 
and shall file the same with the Chairman of the Board of Finance. If the First Selectman 
shall fail to act as hereinbefore set forth, then the petition filed with him/her by the 
department head or by the Town Council shall be deemed approved.  

C. Within forty-five (45) calendar days after the date on which the First 
Selectman shall be required to act, the Board of Finance shall consider and act upon 
the petition by denying the same, granting the same as petitioned or granting the same 
for a sum other than that petitioned.  

D. Any action by the Board of Finance on any such matter shall go to the 
Town Council for review and action as hereinafter set forth if the same involves: 

(i) An appropriation for capital or nonrecurring expenditures; or 

(ii) An appropriation from the general fund for a sum in excess of ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000.00); or 

(iii) If the same involves an appropriation from the general fund to any 
department which has received supplemental appropriations from the 
general fund during the course of any fiscal year the sum total of which is 
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in excess of the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00); or 

(iv) Upon petition by the First Selectman where the Board of Finance 
has failed to approve any petition as approved by the First Selectman.  

E. The Town Council shall act upon any such appropriation item not later 
than forty-five (45) calendar days after action thereon by the Board of Finance provided 
that its authority shall be limited to authorization of funds no greater than that requested 
by the First Selectman or approved by the Board of Finance, or as provided in 
subsection (iv) above.  

F. Action of the Town Council with respect to the transfer of funds, 
appropriations from the general fund, and transfers from the Capital and Nonrecurring 
Fund, shall be subject to the provisions of chapter II, concerning approval by the First 
Selectman.   
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CHAPTER VI.  BOND ISSUES  

The Town shall have the power to issue bonds as provided in the General 
Statutes, provided however, that should the Board of Finance refuse to recommend a 
proposed bond issue or recommend the issuance of bonds in a lesser amount than 
proposed, then in such event, the Town Council shall be empowered to authorize the 
issuance of bonds without regard to the recommendation of the Board of Finance upon 
two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the entire membership of the Town Council. The 
Board of Finance shall be deemed to have refused to recommend a bond issue as 
provided in this chapter if it shall not have recommended the same within thirty (30) 
calendar days after a request for action on a proposed bond issue shall have been 
made to said Board by the Town Council.  Action by the Town Council with respect to 
bond issues shall be subject to the provisions of chapter II concerning approval by the 
First Selectman. 
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CHAPTER VII.  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Section 1.  Board of Finance. 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Board of Finance 
consisting of six (6) members who shall be elected for terms of four (4) years each and 
three (3) alternate members. Three (3) members shall be elected for full terms at each 
Town election. The provisions of minority representation as set forth under section 9-
167a, of the General Statutes as amended, shall apply to the Board of Finance and 
each political party may nominate and elect as many members of the Board of Finance 
as shall be permitted by the minority representation provisions of said section 9-167a.  
Each alternate member shall be appointed by the Town Council to serve for a term of 
three (3) years.  The term of one (1) alternate member shall expire each year. There 
shall be at least one (1) alternate member from the Democratic party and one (1) 
alternate member from the Republican party. 

B. Powers and duties. The Board of Finance shall have the powers granted 
and the duties imposed by this Charter together with the powers granted and the duties 
imposed by the General Statutes on boards of finance except to the extent that the 
latter may be inconsistent with or in conflict with any of the provisions of this Charter. 

C. Internal Auditor. The Board of Finance shall appoint an internal finance 
and operations auditor.  Upon the direction of the Board of Finance, the Auditor shall 
have the authority to audit the finances and operations of any Trumbull government 
entity, included but not limited to, the Town, the Board of Education, Enterprise Funds, 
Special Agency Accounts and any other government entity receiving and/or spending 
use charges and any other income.  The Auditor shall present his/her reports to the 
Board of Finance.   

Section 2.  Board of Assessment Appeals 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Board of Assessment 
Appeals, which shall consist of three (3) members, each of whom shall be elected for a 
term of six (6) years. One (1) member shall be elected for a full term at each Town 
election.  There shall be two (2) alternate members appointed by the First Selectman 
subject to the approval of the Town Council.  No more than one (1) alternate member 
shall be appointed from any one (1) party.  

B. Powers and duties. Board of Assessment Appeals shall have all the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Boards of Assessment Appeals. 

Section 3.  Board of Education.  

A. Composition and Election. The Board of Education shall continue as established, 
subject to and pursuant to the General Statutes, consisting of seven (7) members, each 
of whom shall be elected for a two (2) year term. Commencing with the 2021 election, 
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the Board of Education shall be composed of eight (8) members.  

 Each political party may nominate candidates for election as members of the 
Board of Education as provided in section 9-204a of the General Statutes, provided 
however that not more than one-half (1/2) of the total membership shall be registered 
with the same political party. 

 In the 2021 election, four (4) members shall be elected for a two (2) year term.  
Not more than one-half (1/2) of those members elected shall be registered with the 
same political party.  In the 2021 election, four (4) members shall be elected for a four 
(4) year term.  Not more than one-half (1/2) of those members elected shall be 
registered with the same political party.   

 Commencing with the 2023 election, all members shall be elected for a four (4) 
year term. 

B.   Powers and Duties. The Board of Education shall have all of the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by the General Statutes on Boards of Education. 

C.  

Section 4.  Library Board. 

A. Composition. The Town shall have a Library Board, which shall consist of 
nine (9) members. 

B. Appointment. Each member of the Board shall be appointed for a term of 
three (3) years and the terms of three (3) members shall expire each year. All nine (9) 
members shall be appointed by the First Selectman provided however that two (2) of 
the members shall be appointed by the First Selectman upon the recommendation of 
the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial Library. The First Selectman shall, 
not less than thirty (30) calendar days prior to the expiration of the term of any member 
so recommended or upon any earlier termination of the term of any members so 
recommended, give notice to the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial 
Library that such a vacancy has occurred or that the term of such a member is about to 
expire. Should the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial Library fail to make 
a recommendation for appointment within thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of such 
notice,  the First Selectman shall have the right to make the appointment or fill the 
vacancy without the recommendation. 

C. Powers and duties. The Board shall be vested with the power to manage 
the public library system of the Town. Such Board shall have such additional powers 
and duties as are granted to library boards pursuant to the Statutes of the State of 
Connecticut. 

Section 5.  Planning and Zoning Commission. 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Planning and Zoning 
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Commission, which shall consist of five (5) members and three (3) alternate members. 
Each of the regular members shall be elected for a term of five (5) years. Each of the 
alternate members shall be appointed by the Town Council to serve for a term of three 
(3) years. The term of one (1) regular member and one (1) alternate member shall 
expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have all 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on planning and zoning 
commissions. 

Section 6.  Zoning Board of Appeals. 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Zoning Board of 
Appeals, which shall consist of five (5) regular members and three (3) alternate 
members. Each of the regular members shall be elected for a term of five (5) years. 
Each of the alternate members shall be appointed by the Town Council to serve for a 
term of three (3) years. The term of one (1) regular member and one (1) alternate 
member shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have all the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on zoning boards of appeals. The 
Zoning Enforcement Officer appointed by the Planning and Zoning Commission shall 
act as zoning enforcement officer for the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Section 7.  Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission shall continue as established subject to and pursuant to the General 
Statutes and ordinances of the Town and shall be composed of seven (7) regular and 
three (3) alternate members all of whom shall be appointed by the First Selectman with 
the approval of the Town Council for a term of three (3) years. No more than two (2) 
alternate members shall both be members of the same political party.  

One (1) member shall be appointed from among the members of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission whose term of office shall be concurrent with his/her term of 
office on the Planning and Zoning Commission but in no case to exceed three (3) years. 
The terms of two (2) regular members-at-large and one (1) alternate member shall 
expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. Said Commission shall have all the powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by the General Statutes and by the ordinances of the Town. 

Section 8.  Police Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Police Commission, 
which shall consist of five (5) members who shall be recommended by the First 
Selectman and appointed by the Town Council. The terms of members serving on the 
Police Commission as of November, 2020 shall not be changed. If the seat of a member 
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serving as of November, 2020 becomes vacant, the vacancy shall be filled by the Town 
Council, upon recommendation of the First Selectman, for the balance of that term. One 
member shall be appointed as of the first Monday of December, 2020, whose term shall 
be for five (5) years. Two members shall be appointed as of the first Monday in 
December, 2021, one of whose terms shall be for two (2) years and the other for five (5) 
years. Two members shall be appointed as of the first Monday in December, 2022, one 
of whose terms shall be for two (2) years and the other for five (5) years. Thereafter, all 
appointments shall be for a term of five (5) years. 

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall have general management and 
control of the Police Department and all apparatus, equipment and premises owned or 
used by the Town for police purposes, and shall have the powers conferred or imposed 
by law on Police Commissions.  

The Commission shall fix the number of members of the Department and 
designate one who shall be Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall be the chief 
administrative officer of the Department and shall be responsible to the Commission for 
the efficiency of the Department and the execution of all laws, rules and regulations 
prescribed by statute or Town ordinance, or by the Commission. The Commission shall 
make such rules for the government of the Police Department as it may deem 
necessary consistent with the provisions hereto.  

The Commission shall appoint and prescribe the duties of regular, special and 
auxiliary police officers and shall prescribe appropriate qualifications for such 
appointments, which qualifications shall include qualifications similar to those for 
appointment in the State Police. All promotions in the Department shall be made from 
within the Department except that the appointment of a Chief of Police may be made 
from within or without the Department.  Any person appointed police officer shall remain 
in office during good behavior and until removed, suspended or disciplined by the Police 
Commission for cause after due written notice and hearing, which hearing shall be 
public at the option of the officer.  

The compensation of police officers shall be by salary, and no officer shall 
receive any fee for service in any criminal matter, unless otherwise authorized by law. 

C. Constables and police officers. 

(i) Three (3) constables shall be elected at each Town election to 
serve for a term of two (2) years. 

(ii) Constables shall have no authority in any criminal matter. Members 
of the Police Department shall have all of the authority as to service of 
criminal process and law enforcement vested by law in police officers and 
constables. 

D. Traffic authority. The Police Commission shall be the traffic authority, 
under the provisions of the General Statutes, for the Town. 
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Section 9.  Board of Health. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Board of Health, 
which shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of 
five (5) years. The term of one (1) member shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Board of Health shall have all the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by law on boards of health. 

C. Director of Health. The Board of Health shall appoint a Director of Health 
who shall have a degree of Doctor of Medicine and shall have been licensed to practice 
medicine in this state for at least five (5) years, or a graduate degree in public health as 
a result of at least one (1) year's training, including at least sixty (60) hours in local 
public health administration, in a recognized school of public health or shall have such 
combination of training and experience as meets the approval of the Public Health 
Council. If the appointee is other than a licensed physician, the department of health 
must employ a licensed physician to perform those duties requiring a Medical Doctor 
(M.D.) license. The Director of Health shall have the powers and duties conferred or 
imposed upon directors of health by the General Statutes, the state sanitary code and 
otherwise imposed by law. He/she shall be head of the Health Department, shall be 
charged with enforcement of all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations with respect to 
the public health and shall have such other duties as may be prescribed by the Council 
or the Board of Health. The Director of Health with the approval of the Board shall 
appoint and prescribe the duties of such personnel as may be necessary for the 
promotion, protection and preservation of the public health. The Board of Health shall 
advise the Director of Health on public health and related problems and shall coordinate 
all activities in the Town relating to the public health. 

D. This section shall not apply if the Town is a member of a regional board of 
health. 

Section 10.  Economic and Community Development Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have an Economic and 
Community Development Commission, which shall consist of nine (9) members 
appointed by the First Selectman each for a term of three (3) years. The terms of three 
(3) members shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall conduct research into business 
and industrial conditions in the Town and shall familiarize itself with the zoning laws of 
the Town and other communities in the state, and shall consult with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and such other agencies, official or otherwise, as may be 
concerned with the location of business and industry in the Town. The Economic 
Development Commission shall take such action as it may deem appropriate to 
encourage the location of desirable business and industry in suitable areas of the Town.  

The Commission may advertise and may prepare, print and distribute such 
books, maps, charts and pamphlets as in its judgment shall further its official purposes 
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and shall have all of the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on 
development commissions. 

Section 11.  Parks and Recreation Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Parks and 
Recreation Commission, which shall consist of nine (9) members appointed by the First 
Selectman for three (3) year terms. The terms of three (3) members shall expire each 
year. 

B. Officers and employees. The Commission shall elect annually a 
Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary. It shall have the power to make rules and 
bylaws for the transaction of its business, and to appoint or employ such employees as 
it may deem necessary, except as provided in chapter III, section 12, and shall 
prescribe and define their respective duties. 

C. Duties in general. The Commission shall have the care, management, and 
control of all parks and grounds used for park and recreational purposes and all 
structures thereon, excepting the public golf courses located within the Town together 
with all structures and buildings thereon. It may improve and adorn said parks and 
grounds and do all things necessary and incidental to the development, care and 
maintenance thereof. The Commission shall have the power to make and alter from 
time to time all needful rules and regulations for the maintenance of order, safety and 
decency in said parks and grounds, both within and without the limits of the Town, and 
affix penalties for disobedience thereof, provided however, that nothing herein shall 
prevent the Council from enacting ordinances concerning the maintenance of order, 
safety and decency in park areas. 

D. Power to regulate use of utilities. No sewer or utility line or device in 
connection therewith shall be laid, erected or otherwise constructed on property or 
grounds under the control of the Commission, without the prior written consent of the 
Commission, which may designate the place and the manner of constructing the same, 
and may provide that the same be altered at such time and in such manner and under 
such conditions as the Commission shall deem best. 

E. Power to consider gifts. The Commission shall consider the acceptance of 
gifts, donations, legacies or devises for park and/or recreation purposes, and 
recommend the acceptance or rejection thereof to the Town Council. 

F. Transition Terms.  The members of the Parks Commission and the 
Recreation Commission as of the effective date of this Charter shall remain in office as 
members of the Parks and Recreation Commission until their terms expire.  No 
appointments to the Parks and Recreation Commission shall be made until December 
2012, when the First Selectman shall appoint two (2) members for a term of three (3) 
years.  In December 2013, the First Selectman shall appoint three (3) members for a 
term of three (3) years.  In December of each subsequent year, the First Selectman 
shall appoint three (3) members for a term of three (3) years. 
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Section 12.  Golf Course Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Golf Course 
Commission composed of nine (9) members, appointed by the First Selectman and 
approved by the Town Council, for three-year terms with three (3) terms expiring each 
year. 

B. Powers and duties. Subject to ordinance by the Town Council, the Golf 
Course Commission shall have the exclusive control and custody and exercise 
management of the public golf courses located within the Town, together with all 
structures and buildings located thereon. The Commission shall be charged with the 
responsibility of formulating policies relating to the operation of the golf courses, shall fix 
rules and regulations of play, hours of operation, fees and charges, and all other 
decisions necessary for the successful operation of said golf courses.  

Section 13.  Water Pollution Control Authority. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Water Pollution 
Control Authority which shall consist of five (5) members and two (2) alternate members 
who shall be appointed by the First Selectman. Each member shall serve for a term of 
five (5) years. Each alternate member shall serve for a term of two (2) years.  The term 
of one (1) member shall expire each year.  The two alternate members shall not both be 
members of the same political party.   

B. Powers and duties. The Water Pollution Control Authority shall have all 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Water Pollution Control 
Authorities.  

Section 14.  Housing Authority. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Housing Authority, 
which shall consist of five (5) members, each of whom shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman to serve for a term of five (5) years. The term of one (1) member shall expire 
each year.  One (1) member shall be a resident of Stern Village. 

B. Powers and duties. The Housing Authority shall have all the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by law on housing authorities. 

Section 15.  Civil Service Board. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Civil Service Board 
which shall consist of five (5) members, each appointed by the First Selectman for a 
term of five (5) years. The term of one (1) member shall expire every year. 

The Civil Service Board shall advertise, recruit and test for entrance in and 
promotion within the classified service in the Town of Trumbull. 

B. Political activity. No member of the Civil Service Board shall solicit any 
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contribution to the campaign fund of any political party or candidate for public or party 
office or take part in the management of any political campaign or serve as a member of 
a committee of any political party. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect the right of 
a member of the Civil Service Board to register as a member of a political party, express 
his/her opinion and vote. 

C. If the Civil Service Board is requested to fill a position by the First 
Selectman and is unable to do so within six (6) months, the Human Resources Director 
shall have the option of filing the position directly. 

D. All elected officials and appointed employees who are subject to 
compensation and benefits shall follow Civil Service Rules for the purposes of benefits 
only. 

Section 16.  Pension Board. 

A. Composition and appointment. 

(i) The Town shall have a Pension Board, which shall consist of seven 
(7) voting members, one of whom shall be the Director of Finance and one 
of whom shall be the Town Treasurer.  One (1) and only one (1) of the 
remaining five (5) members shall be an employee of the Town and shall 
be appointed by the First Selectman.  The other four (4) members shall be 
electors of the Town and shall be appointed by the Town Council. 

(ii) The term of one (1) member shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Pension Board shall elect a Chairman and a 
Secretary annually. The Pension Board may appoint from their number or employ any 
other agent to receive and invest the contributions of the fund, or execute or deliver any 
instrument or make any payment in their behalf, and may employ such clerks, counsel, 
accountants, actuaries, trustees and investment advisors as may be required in carrying 
out the provisions of the plan. The Pension Board shall hold meetings upon such notice, 
at such time, and at such place, as it may determine.  

A majority of the members of the Pension Board at the time in office shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All resolutions or other actions 
taken by the Pension Board shall be by vote of a majority of those present at a meeting, 
but not less than three (3). However, payment of any monies from the fund may only be 
made upon approval of a majority of the entire membership of the Pension Board.  

No member of the Pension Board who is also an employee of the Town of 
Trumbull shall receive any compensation for his/her services as such, but the plan may 
reimburse any member for any necessary documented expenses incurred.  

The Pension Board shall from time to time establish rules for the administration 
of the plan and the transaction of its business. Except as herein otherwise expressly 
provided, the Pension Board shall have the exclusive right to interpret the plan and to 
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decide any matters arising thereunder in connection with the administration of the plan. 
It shall endeavor to act by general rules so as not to discriminate in favor of any person. 
Its decisions and the records of the Pension Board shall be conclusive and binding upon 
the employer and all other persons having any interest under the plan.  

The Pension Board shall maintain accounts showing the fiscal transactions of the 
plan, and in connection therewith shall require the trustees to submit any necessary 
reports, and shall keep in convenient form such data as may be necessary for the 
determination of the assets and liabilities of the plan and giving a brief account of the 
operation of the plan for the past year.  Such report shall be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of the Pension Board where it shall be open to inspection by any participant 
of the plan.  

The members of the Pension Board and the officials of the Town shall be entitled 
to rely upon all certificates and reports made by any duly appointed trustee, accountant, 
and upon all opinions given by any duly appointed legal counsel. The members of the 
Pension Board and the officials of the Town shall be fully protected against any action 
taken in good faith in reliance upon any such certificates, reports or opinions. All actions 
so taken shall be conclusive upon each of them and upon all persons having any 
interest under the plan. No member of the Pension Board shall be personally liable by 
virtue of any instrument executed by him/her or on his/her behalf as a member of the 
Pension Board or for any mistake of judgment made by himself/herself or any other 
member of the Pension Board or for any neglect, omission or wrongdoing of any other 
member or anyone employed by the Town or for any loss unless resulting from his/her 
own negligence or willful misconduct. Each member of the Pension Board shall be 
indemnified by the Town against expenses reasonably incurred by him/her in 
connection with any action to which he/she may be party by reason of his/her 
membership in the Pension Board, except in relation to matters as to which he/she shall 
be adjudged in such action to be liable for negligence or willful misconduct in the 
performance of his/her duty as such member. The foregoing right of indemnification 
shall be in addition to any other rights to which any such member may be entitled as a 
matter of law.  

The Town Council upon the recommendation of the Pension Board may by 
ordinance further provide for the retirement of Town elected officials and/or appointed 
employees.  

The Town Council, upon the recommendation of the Pension Board, may adopt 
such plans, types of plans or systems, altering, replacing or amending existing plans, 
types of plans or systems as it may deem advisable. 

Section 17.  Ethics Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have an Ethics 
Commission consisting of five (5) regular members and two (2) alternate members who 
shall be appointed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Town Council from the 
recommendations of the First Selectman. 
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Each regular member shall have a five (5) year term.  One (1) term shall expire 
each year.  The first alternate member appointed shall have a one (1) year term.  The 
second alternate member appointed shall have a two (2) year term and the terms of all 
alternate members thereafter shall be two (2) years.  No more than a bare majority of 
the regular members shall be members of the same political party and the alternate 
members shall not both be members of the same political party.   

B. Powers and duties. The Ethics Commission shall have the following 
powers and duties: 

(i) It shall recommend a code of ethics (a “Code”) for adoption by the 
Town Council; and 

(ii) It shall investigate any complaints and make a determination of 
whether or not, in the discretion of the Ethics Commission, there have 
been any material violations of this Charter, ordinances of the Town, or of 
the Code  adopted by the Town Council; and 

(iii) It shall conduct such inquiries and proceedings as may be required 
and, thereafter, in appropriate cases, impose such sanctions as may be 
provided by the Town ethics code or by this Charter. 

C. Code of ethics. The Town Council shall have the power and the duty to 
adopt, under its ordinance making power, and subject to the approval of the First 
Selectman required for ordinances, a Code  which shall, except as otherwise provided 
by law, by this Charter, govern the conduct of all elected and appointed Town officials 
and all Town personnel. For purposes hereof, “Town personnel” shall mean and include 
(i) all Town employees, (ii) members of the Board of Education and Board of Education 
employees, and (iii) members of all other Town Boards, Commissions, Committees and 
Authorities. The Code shall specify and designate ethical standards of conduct required 
of affected persons, prohibited activities, rules of procedure, and the sanctions that may 
be imposed for violations of the Code with the exception of those cases where violations 
of the Code may also involve criminal violations in which cases the matters involved, at 
the discretion of the Ethics Commission, may be referred to appropriate criminal 
authorities. The power to investigate violations, to conduct hearings on any alleged 
violations, and to impose sanctions or otherwise enforce the Code shall be vested in the 
Ethics Commission and in no other body or official of Town government. 

Procedure. The Ethics Commission shall, in the conduct of its activities, adhere 
to the confidentiality requirements of section 1-82a(a) through (e) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, and the Code, as the same may be amended from 
time to time. The provisions of the Code notwithstanding, the respondent shall be 
afforded the opportunity to cross examine the complainant and witnesses against 
the respondent and, failing such opportunity, the Ethics Commission may, in its 
discretion, dismiss the complaint. Section 18.  Conservation Commission 

A. Composition and appointment 
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(i) The town shall have a Conservation Commission, which shall 
consist of seven (7) members to be appointed by the First Selectman. 

(ii) The terms shall be overlapping as follows:  two (2) for two (2) 
years, three (3) for three (3) years, and two (2) for four (4) years.  The 
committee shall elect its own Chair and Vice Chair. 

B. Powers and duties.  The Conservation Commission is a science based 
advisory commission that shall supervise, protect and develop natural resources, 
including watershed resources, and the preservation of significant landscapes within its 
territories and borders.  The Conservation Commission shall have all powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by law pursuant to section 7-131a of the General Statutes of the 
State of Connecticut. 

Section 19.  Arts Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. 

(i) The Town shall have an Arts Commission, which shall consist of 
seven (7) members to be appointed by the First Selectman. 

(ii) Appointment to the Commission shall be for a term of five (5) years.  

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall plan, promote, organize, 
supervise, sponsor, and carry out cultural enrichment programs and activities for the 
Town. 

Section 20.  Emergency Medical Services Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. 

(i) The Town shall have an Emergency Medical Services Commission, 
which shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the First 
Selectman. 

(ii) Appointment to the Commission shall be for a term of seven (7) 
years. The term of one (1) member shall expire each year. The First 
Selectman may fill any vacancy in the Commission for the unexpired term. 

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall have the power in its discretion 
to provide a location for and to train and instruct sufficient personnel in order to properly 
maintain an emergency medical services delivery system for the Town of Trumbull. The 
Commission shall have the authority to design, develop, manage and administer an 
emergency medical services system for the Town of Trumbull and shall have all other 
powers and duties conferred or imposed on emergency medical services commissions 
by the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut or ordinances of the Town of 
Trumbull. 
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Section 21.  Commission on Aging.  

A.  Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Commission on 
Aging, which shall consist of eight (8) members appointed by the First Selectman for a 
term of two (2) years. No fewer than four (4) members shall be age 55 or older. No 
more than five (5) members shall be members of the same political party.  

B. Duties in general. The Commission shall study the conditions and needs 
of older adults in the community in relation to housing, economics, employment, health, 
recreation and other matters. It shall analyze the services for older adults provided by 
the community, both by public and private agencies, and shall make recommendations 
to the Town Council regarding the development and integration of public and private 
agencies, in cooperation with state and other services to the extent possible. The 
Commission shall also act as an advisory body to the Director of the Senior Center. The 
Commission shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by the General 
Statutes and the ordinances of the Town. 

C. Transition. All members of the Senior Citizen Commission as of November 
2020 shall be deemed members of the Commission on Aging and shall serve the 
remainder of their current terms. 

Section 22. Commission on Youth. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Commission on 
Youth consisting of six (6) members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of two 
(2) years. No more than four (4) members shall be members of the same political party. 
The Commission shall have two non-voting youth members appointed by the First 
Selectman for a term of one (1) year. 

B. Duties in General. The purpose of the Commission on Youth is to advise 
and assist the First Selectman with developing, planning, coordinating and/or 
conducting programs and/or activities that address the health, social, employment and 
general welfare needs of the youth of the Town of Trumbull. Such programs and 
activities shall avoid unnecessary duplication of those provided by public and private 
agencies. The Commission shall act as an advisory body to the Director of Parks and 
Recreation and any other Town department, except the Board of Education, charged 
with providing services and programs to the youth of our Community. The Commission 
shall act as an advocate for youth programs and expenditures before the Board of 
Finance and the Town Council during budget preparation. The Commission shall have 
all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by the General Statutes and the 
ordinances of the Town. 

Section 23. Organizations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees.  

Each Board, Commission and Committee shall, within thirty (30) days after the 
first (1st) Monday of December in each year, as to regular boards, commissions, and 
committees, and within thirty (30) days after their formation, as to special committees, 
hold an organization meeting at which it shall elect from their number a chairman and 
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secretary and such other officers as it may deem necessary and adopt a meeting 
schedule for the ensuing year. The activities of each such Board, Commission or 
Committee shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order. 

Section 24.  Compensation.  

Members of all boards, commissions and committees shall serve without 
compensation unless otherwise provided by the Town Council. 

Section 25.  Official conduct. 

A. Conflict of interest. Any elected or appointed officer or any employee of 
the Town who has a special financial interest, direct or indirect, in any contract, 
transaction or decision before a board or committee of the Town Council, or any board, 
commission or committee, or special committee of the Town shall disclose, prior to 
participation on that issue, that interest to the First Selectman or to the chairman of the 
body involved who shall cause such disclosure to be recorded upon the official minutes 
of the body. 

B. Gratuities. No elected or appointed official or employee of the Town shall 
solicit or accept any compensation or gratuity in the form of money or otherwise, from 
any person, firm or corporation, which might tend to influence him/her or might appear 
to influence him/her in the discharge of his/her duties, provided, that nothing herein shall 
prohibit an official or employee of the Town from accepting a publicly offered reward for 
meritorious conduct or achievement in the performance of his/her duties. 

C. Violations. Any employee or official who willfully violates any of the 
provisions of this Charter, ordinances of the Town or code of ethics adopted by the 
Town Council shall, be subject to disciplinary action by the Ethics Commission 
including, but not limited to, suspension or, in appropriate cases, removal from office or 
discharge from employment. 

D. Removal of appointees. The appointing authority may remove any 
member of an appointed commission or board for failing to participate in at least fifty 
(50) percent of the meetings in a fiscal year or failing to participate in three (3) 
consecutive meetings. 

Section 26.  Public meetings and records. 

The meetings of the Town Council and of all boards, commissions, committees 
and all of their committees or subcommittees shall be open to the public except when 
the body goes into executive session. A body may go into executive session only when 
authorized by applicable State law.  

A body shall go into executive session only after a vote taken in open meeting, 
specifying the purposes of the executive session and identifying those who should be in 
attendance and the purpose therefor. Any meeting or session to which a member of the 
news media or any member of the general public is admitted shall be open to the entire 
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public.  

Every board, commission and committee shall keep an accurate record of its 
acts, votes, meetings and proceedings. Such records shall be public and shall be open 
for inspection as provided by the General Statutes. 

All boards, commissions and committees shall follow posting requirements for all 
meetings as stated in Chapter II, section 5B. 
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CHAPTER VIII.  ELECTORAL PROCESS 

Section 1.  Eligibility.  

No person shall be eligible to hold elective office or to serve on any board, 
commission or committee of the Town unless he/she is an elector of the Town. A 
person holding an elective office or appointive office shall not hold any other elective or 
appointive office in the Town provided, however, that members of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission may serve on the Development Commission. This section shall not 
apply if otherwise provided by ordinance or State Statute and shall not apply to 
temporary boards, commissions or committees appointed for special purposes by the 
Council or by the First Selectman. Should a person serving on any board, commission 
or committee, holding an elective office cease to reside in or be an elector of the Town, 
his/her office shall thereupon become vacant. 

Section 2.  Oaths of Office.  

Prior to commencing his/her duties, every official of the Town, whether elected or 
appointed, shall be sworn to the faithful performance thereof, and evidence of such oath 
shall be recorded with the Town Clerk, by the person administering such oath. 

Section 3.  Biennial Town elections.  

A meeting of the electors for election of Town officers shall be held on the first 
(1st) Tuesday after the first (1st) Monday in November in each odd numbered year, and 
shall constitute the Town election referred to in this Charter. Except as otherwise 
provided by law or provided herein, all terms of office shall begin on the first (1st) 
Monday in December, 12:01 a.m., and, subject to the same exception, all terms of office 
shall continue until the first (1st) Monday in December following the term for which they 
were appointed or elected, and until successors to the incumbents thereof have been 
elected or appointed and qualified. When an election or appointment day falls upon a 
holiday it shall be postponed to the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday. 

Section 4.  Minority Representation 

The determination of the number of members of any one (1) political party to be 
appointed or elected under this Charter shall be made as provided in Section 9-167a of 
the General Statutes, as amended. The provisions of this section shall have no 
application to the Town Council.  Unless specifically required by the General Statutes or 
by other provision of this Charter, no party may nominate for office more candidates for 
any board or commission than the number determined in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 9-167a of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended. No 
person may vote for more candidates to serve on any board or commission than the 
largest number that any political party may nominate. Subject to the exceptions 
specifically listed in this section, the maximum number of members of any elected or 
appointed board, commission, committee or similar body of the Town who may be 
members of the same political party shall be as specified in the following table: 
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TOTAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MAXIMUM FROM 
ONE PARTY 

3 2 

4 3 

5 4 

6 4 

7 5 

8 5 

9 6 

more than 9 two-thirds (2/3) of 
total membership 

 

No more than a bare majority of the regular members of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, Planning and Zoning Commission and Housing Authority shall be members of 
the same political party. No more than a bare majority of the alternate members of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning and Zoning Commission shall be members of 
the same political party.  

Section 5.  Vacancies. 

A. For the purposes of this section 5, a vacancy shall occur upon: 

(i) The receipt by the Town Clerk of the incumbent's written resignation; 

(ii) The death of the incumbent; 

(iii) The incumbent's ceasing to reside in or be an elector of the Town. 

B. The Town Clerk shall, within forty-eight (48) hours of notice of a vacancy, post 
a public notice of the vacancy on the home page of the Town website. For purposes of 
the previous sentence, notice of a vacancy shall be defined as when the Town Clerk 
learns of a vacancy or, in the case of resignation, the receipt by the Town Clerk of the 
incumbent’s written resignation. 

C. A vacancy in any office, board or commission subject to appointment shall be 
filled for the unexpired portion of the term by the appointing authority herein designated. 

D. A vacancy in the Office of the First Selectman shall be filled as provided in 
chapter III, section 3. 

E. A vacancy in an elective office, board or commission other than the Council 
shall be filled as follows: 

(i) By special election if a petition therefor is filed with the Town Clerk, as 
provided by law, within ten (10) days after notice of such vacancy has been posted on 
the Town website in accordance with subparagraph (b), supra; but in such event, the 
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First Selectman shall have the right to fill the vacancy until said special election is held. 

(ii) By appointment by the First Selectman in the event such a petition for 
special election is not filed in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (C)(i), 
supra, unless otherwise required by State law. 

F. Persons appointed by the First Selectman to fill vacancies in elected boards or 
commissions or elective offices shall be of the same political party, if any, as the person 
vacating the office. 

F.  

Section 6.  Initiative. 

A. Initiative, power, scope, procedure. Special elections for the purpose of 
voting on any question within the legislative authority of the Council, except measures 
levying a tax for, or appropriating money for, the annual budget; measures levying 
assessments on property specially benefited thereby, and measures specifying the 
compensation or hours of work of officials or employees of the Town, shall be called 
whenever a number of electors equal to at least ten percent (10%) of those entitled to 
vote in the previous municipal election petition therefor. The petition shall be circulated, 
filed and certified in the manner specified in the provisions of section 9 governing 
referendum petitions, and shall recite the resolution or resolutions to be voted upon in 
substantially the following manner, except as otherwise prohibited by State Statute:  

We, the undersigned electors of the Town of Trumbull, initiate by petition the 
following resolution (or resolutions):  

(Here insert the text of each resolution.)  

We certify that we are electors of the Town of Trumbull residing at the addresses 
set opposite our names. 

 

Name Address 

________ ________ 

________ ________ 

 

B. Sufficiency of petition. If the petition is certified to have the requisite 
number of signatures, it shall forthwith be transmitted to the Council. If the petition is 
certified to lack the requisite number of signatures, it may be made sufficient within ten 
(10) days from the date of such certificate. If the petition is thereafter found insufficient, 
it shall be returned to the person filing the same without prejudice to the filing of a new 
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petition to the same effect. 

C. Action by Council. Upon receipt of said petition, the Chairman of the 
Council shall cause the resolution to be warned for a special meeting or the next regular 
meeting of the Council. The Council shall (1) adopt such resolution or resolutions at 
such meeting without substantial alteration, in which event the petition shall become 
void, or (2) fail to adopt such resolution, resolutions or any of them, in which event the 
Town Clerk shall call a special election to be held within thirty (30) calendar days after 
the meeting, unless a regular election is to be held within ninety (90) calendar days 
thereafter, and, at such special or regular election, the resolution or resolutions shall be 
submitted to a vote of the electors and, subject to the limitation in subsection D, as 
hereinafter provided, if a majority of those voting on any such resolution vote in favor 
thereof, such resolution shall be deemed adopted, or (3) adopt a competing resolution 
or resolutions, in which event an election shall be held as specified in (2) above, at 
which the electors may adopt the petitioners' resolution, the Council's resolution or no 
resolution, the result to be determined, subject to the limitation in subsection D, as 
hereinafter provided, by a plurality of the votes cast. 

D. Vote required to effect initiative. Unless a total of at least ten percent 
(10%) of the electors entitled to vote on the proposed initiative measure vote at the 
election on the proposed measure or measures, such proposed measures shall not 
become effective and the result shall be void. 

E. Form of question--Ballot title. Proposed measures shall be submitted by 
ballot title. There shall appear upon the official ballot a ballot title which may be distinct 
from the legal title of any such proposed measure and which shall be a clear, concise 
statement, without argument or prejudice, descriptive of the substance of the measure. 
Ballots and ballot labels shall be prepared by the Town Clerk, subject to the approval of 
the Town Attorney as to form, in such a manner as to present as clearly as possible the 
issue to be voted upon. 

F. Payment into public treasury. No resolution may be proposed through the 
initiative within one (1) year of a rejection at the polls of a substantially similar measure 
proposed through the initiative, when in the opinion of the Town Attorney the new 
measure is substantially the same as that rejected, unless the petitioners first pay into 
the public treasury all expenses of the preceding referendum. 

G. No veto power. The First Selectman has no veto power on any resolution 
proposed through the initiative and adopted by the Council or at a regular or special 
election. 

H. Finality in vote of the people. Any resolution proposed by initiative petition 
and adopted by vote of the people shall not be repealed, annulled, set aside, 
suspended or in any way made inoperative or amended except by vote of the people for 
the term of the Council then in office. 
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Section 7.  Referendum. 

A. Right of Referendum. 

(i) The people of the Town shall have the right to approve, disapprove 
or modify at the polls any specific measure passed by the Council and any 
annual budget deemed adopted by the Council pursuant to chapter IV section 3, 
except any specific measure: 

(a) Appropriating money, other than by way of the annual 
budget, for a single purpose, in an amount less than one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000.00); and 

(b) Levying assessments on property especially benefited 
thereby. 

(ii) Such right provided in this section shall be known as the 
referendum and shall be invoked and exercised as herein provided. 

B. Petition requirements. 

(i) Petitions for referendum shall be filed within twenty-five (25) 
calendar days following posting on the town website  of notice of adoption 
of an emergency measure or prior to the effective date of any other 
specific measure, including budget adoption. 

(ii) Said petitions shall be signed by electors of the Town in a number 
not less than five percent (5%) of the number of electors. 

(iii) Said petition shall contain the following: 

(a) Signatures and addresses of the electors as they appeared 
on the last completed voter registration list; 

(b) Date of said signatures; and 

(c) A request that such specific measure be disapproved, or an 
annual budget item as hereinafter defined or appropriation be 
increased or decreased by referring same to a vote of the electors 
of the Town. 

(iv) Said petition shall be circulated, filed and certified in the manner as 
specified in the provisions of chapter VIII, section 9, governing special 
referendum petitions. 

(v) Any such petition shall be directed at a specific measure, 
appropriation, or any item or items in the annual budget. For purposes of 
referendum only, item is defined herein as any specific section of the 
annual budget which is designated by an individual account number such 
as: 
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(a) General government--01-00-00 

(b) Town Council--01-10-01 

(vi) A petition for a referendum concerning a specific appropriation of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more or the annual budget 
shall set forth each item as to which a vote is requested with the amount 
that the petitioner desires to have increased or decreased. 

(vii) If the Town Clerk shall certify the petition for referendum to be 
sufficient, the Town Clerk shall call a special election on the request or 
requests contained therein not more than thirty (30) calendar days after 
said petition is filed with the Town Clerk. 

(viii) The Town Clerk shall provide standardized referendum petition 
forms which shall be available to the public at the Town Clerk's office 
during regular working hours. 

C. Limitation on budget referendum. 

(i) No petition shall request an increase for any item in the budget 
which exceeds the greatest of the following: 

(a) The amount proposed by the First Selectman; 

(b) The amount recommended by the Board of Finance; or 

(c) Ten percent (10%) over the amount adopted by the Council. 

(ii) No petition shall request a decrease of any item in the budget 
which is less than the least of the following: 

(a) The amount proposed by the First Selectman; 

(b) The amount recommended by the Board of Finance; 

(c) The amount appropriated for said items in the budget for the 
prior fiscal year. 

(iii) In no event shall this section be construed to authorize a 
referendum on the entire annual budget listed as a single item. 

D. Voting procedure. 

(i) At any such special election, the polls shall be open for voting in 
accordance with State law, but the hours for voting may be increased at 
the discretion of the Council. 

(ii) Voting in such election shall be recorded by voting in such method 
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as may be required by the General Statutes. 

(iii) Form of ballots: 

(a) The question(s) to be voted on at each referendum with 
respect to any appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000.00) or more or the annual budget shall state separately 
each appropriation or budget item referred to in substantially the 
following form: "Shall an appropriation (or budget item) adopted by 
the Council on (date of appropriation or budget item) in the sum of 
$________ for (here state the purpose of said appropriation or 
budget item) be increased (or decreased) to the sum of 
$________?" (or such other form as shall in the opinion of the 
Town Clerk appropriately state the question to be voted on). 

(b) There shall appear upon the official ballot the question to be 
voted on, which may be distinct from the legal title of any such 
proposed measure, and which shall be a clear, concise statement 
without argument or prejudice, descriptive of the substance of the 
measure. Ballot questions shall be prepared by the Town Clerk, 
subject to the approval of the Town Attorney as to form, in such a 
manner as to present as clearly as possible the issue to be voted 
upon. 

(iv) The ballot shall provide a means of voting "yes" or "no" on each 
question so presented. 

E. Requirements of referendum vote. 

(i) All referenda shall be decided by a majority of the electors voting 
thereon, provided that the number of votes cast shall exceed fifteen 
percent (15%) of the number of electors on the last completed voter 
registration list. 

F. Appropriation after referendum. 

(i) If a referendum vote increases or decreases a single budget item 
with its own account number, the budget shall be deemed amended in 
accordance with said vote, and effective on said date. 

(ii) If a referendum vote increases or decreases any budget item which 
consists of more than one (1) single item each with its own account 
number then: 

(a) Not later than five (5) days after certification of the vote, the 
Board of Finance shall make its recommendations to the Council 
for modification of individual items within said item so affected. 

(b) Not later than ten (10) days after certification of the vote, the 
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Council shall modify the individual items within said item so affected 
and shall adopt the amount budgeted, which shall be effective on 
said date, provided however, neither the Council, nor the Board of 
Finance shall modify the total appropriation as set by the 
referendum vote on said item. 

G. Emergency measures. Emergency measures shall be subject to 
referendum in the same manner as other measures, except that they shall not be 
suspended from taking effect while the referendum proceedings are pending. If, upon 
submission to a vote of the electors, an emergency measure is rejected, all rights, 
privileges, powers and duties conferred by it shall be null and void; provided any 
payment made or expenses incurred in accordance with the measure prior to the 
certification of a petition thereon shall not be affected thereby. 

H. Publication and Posting. Prior to any referendum election the Town Clerk 
shall cause the text of each measure affected to be: 

(i)  printed twice in a newspaper having a circulation in the Town, the first 
(1st) printing to be not fewer than seven (7) days prior to such election and the 
second (2nd) printing to be not fewer than two (2) days nor more than six (6) 
days prior to such election, and 

(ii) posted on the Town website not fewer than seven (7) days prior to such 
election. 

I. Effect on Council. Any referendum vote as provided herein rejecting any 
measure shall not be amended, repealed, annulled, set aside, suspended nor in any 
way made inoperative by the Council during the term of said Council; but such 
enactment may be amended or repealed at any general, regular or special election by 
direct vote of the people thereon. The Council may, on its own initiative, submit for 
referendum vote at a special or general election any measure which would amend or 
rescind a measure previously adopted or rejected by referendum vote during its term. 
Said election shall be held at the discretion of the Town Clerk at the direction of the 
Chairman of the Council within ninety (90) calendar days following the vote of the 
Council. 

Section 8.  Special Referendum Requirements 

A. Right of referendum. 

(i) The people of the Town shall have the right to approve or 
disapprove any annual budget deemed adopted by the Council pursuant 
to chapter IV of this Charter.  The right provided in this section shall be 
known as the Budget Referendum and may be invoked and exercised as 
herein provided. 

B. Petition Requirements. 
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(i) Petitions for referendum may be filed with the Town Clerk within 
twenty-five (25) calendar days following posting on the town website of 
notice of the adoption of the annual budget. 

(ii) Said petitions shall be signed by electors of the Town in a number 
not less than five (5%) percent of the number of electors who voted during 
the previous municipal election. 

(iii) Said petitions shall contain the following: 

(a) Signatures and addresses of the electors as they appeared 
on the last completed voter registration list; and 

(b) The date of each signature. 

(iv) Each page of said petition shall contain a statement, signed under 
penalties of perjury, by the person who circulated the same, setting forth 
such circulator’s name and address, and stating that each person whose 
name appears on said page signed the same in person in the presence of 
the circulator, satisfactorily identified himself/herself to the circulator, and 
that the signatures on said page were obtained not earlier than the date of 
notice of the adoption of the annual budget.  Any page of petition which 
does not contain such a statement by the circulator shall be invalid.  Any 
circulator who makes a false statement on a petition shall be subject to 
penalties provided in the Connecticut General Statutes. 

(v) Upon the receipt of any such petitions, the Town Clerk shall 
forthwith sign and give the person submitting the same a receipt in 
duplicate stating the number of pages so filed and the date and the time of 
filing.  The Town Clerk shall indicate on each page of each such petition 
the date and time of filing, the number of signers thereon who were 
electors on the last completed voting list in the Town and shall forthwith 
certify, in a book to be kept for that purpose, the number of such signers 
and the percentage they constitute of the number of electors who voted 
during the previous municipal election.  Such certificate shall conclude 
with a statement by the Town Clerk as to whether or not the petition is 
sufficient for the purpose intended.  In checking the signatures on the 
petition pages, the Town Clerk shall reject any name if such name does 
not appear on the last-completed list of electors.  Such rejections shall be 
indicated by placing an “R” before the names rejected.  The Town Clerk 
shall place a check mark before each name to indicate approval.   No 
other marks shall be placed on any petition page.  Petitions shall be 
preserved for a period of five (5) years, or such longer period as may be 
required by law, and then destroyed. 

(vi) If the Town Clerk shall certify the petition for referendum to be 
sufficient, the Town Clerk shall call a special election on the request or 
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requests contained therein not more than thirty (30) calendar days after 
said petitions are filed with the Town Clerk. 

(vii) The Town Clerk shall provide standardized referendum petition 
forms which shall be available to the public at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during regular business hours. 

C. Voting Procedure.  Voting at such election shall be in accordance with 
state law, provided that the hours for voting may be increased at the discretion of the 
Town Council. 

D. Form of Question.  The ballots shall state the following question:  “Shall 
the annual budget of $____________ [amount of adopted budget], as adopted by the 
Trumbull Town Council on ____________ [date of adoption] be rejected and replaced 
with a budget that does not exceed $__________ [amount of current year budget, as of 
the same date the Town Council adopted next year’s budget, plus three and one half 
percent (3.5%)]?”  The ballot shall provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question 
so presented. 

E. Procedure after Referendum. 

(i) If the number of votes cast in the affirmative shall not constitute a 
majority of the votes, the annual budget as adopted by the Town Council 
shall be the final budget. 

(ii) If the number of votes cast is at least five (5%) percent of the 
number of electors, and the majority of votes cast are in favor of the 
referendum, the budget shall be deemed rejected and returned to the First 
Selectman, who shall revise the budget such that the total budget shall not 
exceed the amount specified in the referendum.  The First Selectman shall 
submit the Revised Budget to the Board of Finance within ten (10) days 
following the certification of the result of the Referendum. 

(iii) Within ten (10) days following the revision of the Budget by the First 
Selectman, the Board of Finance shall conduct a public hearing in 
accordance with Chapter IV, Section 2 of this Charter, and may make 
further revisions as it deems appropriate, so long as the budget does not 
exceed the amount specified in the referendum, and shall submit the 
Revised Budget to the Town Council. 

(iv) Upon receipt of the Revised Budget from the Board of Finance, the 
Town Council shall proceed in accordance with the provisions set forth in 
Chapter IV, Section 3 of this Charter, and complete its duties within ten 
(10) days of its receipt of the Revised Budget from the Board of Finance, 
provided, however, that the Town Council shall not increase the total 
Revised Budget so as to exceed the amount specified in the referendum. 

F. The Revised Budget shall be deemed the final adopted Budget as of 5:00 
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p.m. of the day following the approval by the Town Council. 

G. There shall be no further right to referendum on the Budget after the 
referendum and approval of the Revised Budget in accordance with this Section 8. 

H. Any expenditure reduced pursuant to this referendum cannot be restored 
in part or in full by way of supplemental appropriation without a minimum two-thirds (2/3) 
approval by the Board of Finance and the Town Council. 

Section 9.  Bonded Debt. 

A. Refinancing of existing bonded debt, at comparable or lower rates, shall 
not be subject to referendum.  All other issuance of bonded debt (whether or not 
combined with a refinancing package) shall be subject” to referendum as follows: 

B. For debt taken out for all purposes (including but not limited to education, 
construction, golf course or other enterprise fund debt) referendum must be held for all 
projects exceeding $15 million. The $15 million amount shall be indexed annually in 
January using the annual Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for 
the Northeast Region, with $15 million and the 2020 annual CPI-U for the Northeast 
Region used as the baseline for the calculation. If the indexing calculation results in an 
amount lower than $15 million, the floor for the referendum requirement will remain at 
$15 million. The indexed amount will be by vote of the Board of Finance and approval 
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Town Council.  A single project cannot be bonded in 
multiple smaller amounts in order to avoid this referendum provision.     

C. Voting Procedure.  Voting at such election shall be in accordance with 
state law, provided that the hours for voting may be increased at the discretion of the 
Town Council. 

D. Form of Question.  The ballots shall state the following question:  “Shall 
the proposed bond issue in the amount of $____________ [amount of adopted], as 
adopted by the Trumbull Town Council on ____________ [date of adoption] be 
approved. The ballot shall provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question so 
presented. 

E. Procedure after Referendum. A simple majority of those voting will 
determine whether the issuance of the bond issue is approved.  However, if the number 
of votes cast is not at least five (5%) percent of the number of eligible electors, then the 
bond issue shall be deemed approved. 

A. F. Any bonded debt proposed that is not approved by referendum 
cannot be brought up again for referendum until the later of (1) The next Municipal 
election, or (2) One (1) year. 

Section 10.  Registrar of Voters. 

A Registrar of Voters for each political party having ten percent (10%) of the 
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votes cast at the previous election shall be elected at the state election as provided in 
the General Statutes. Registrars of voters shall have all the powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by law on registrars of voters.  
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CHAPTER IX.  ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT PROCEDURES 

Section 1.  Rights of Present Employees. 

Any laws in force on the effective date of this Charter, not inconsistent with its 
provisions, relating to personnel, appointment, ranks, grades, tenure of office, 
promotions, removal, pension and retirement rights, hours of work, civil rights or any 
other rights or privileges of employees of the Town or any office, department or agency 
thereof, shall continue in effect. 

Section 2.  Transfer of Records, Property and Appropriations. 

All records, property and equipment and unexpended appropriations of any 
commission, board, department or office or part thereof, all the powers and duties of 
which are assigned to any other commission, board, department or office by this 
Charter, shall be transferred and delivered intact to the commission, board, department 
or office to which such powers and duties are so assigned. If part of the powers and 
duties of any commission, board, department or office or part thereof are, by this 
Charter, assigned to another commission, board, department, or office, all records, 
property and equipment and unexpended appropriations relating exclusively thereto 
shall be transferred and delivered intact to the commission, board, department or office 
to which such powers are so assigned. 

Section 3.  Legal Proceedings.  

No action or proceeding, civil or criminal, pending on the effective date of this 
Charter, brought by or against the Town or any commission, board, department or office 
thereof, shall be hereby affected. All such actions or proceedings may be continued 
although the functions, powers and duties of any commission, board, department or 
office party thereto may have been assigned or transferred under this Charter. In that 
event, the same may be prosecuted or defended by the head of the commission, board, 
department or office to which such functions, powers and duties have been assigned or 
transferred. 

Section 4.  Existing Laws and Ordinances.  

All General Statutes in their application to the Town and all ordinances, bylaws, 
rules and regulations of the Town and of its boards and commissions shall continue in 
effect except as they are inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter. All special acts 
or parts of Special Acts relating to the Town not inconsistent with this Charter and not 
specifically repealed by prior Charter action shall continue in effect, except as provided 
herein. 

Section 5.  Terms of Existing Office Holders.  

No elected or appointed official serving on the effective date of this Charter as 
revised shall have his/her term shortened or terminated by virtue of this Charter unless 
otherwise provided herein. 
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Section 6.  Amendment of Charter.  

This Charter may be amended in the manner prescribed in the General Statutes 
for local action on Charters and Special Acts as the same may be from time to time 
amended. 

Section 7.  Referendum on Approval of Charter.  

This Charter as revised shall be submitted to the electors of the Town for 
approval at the election to be held on November 3, 2020.  If a majority of those voting 
shall vote in favor thereof, this Charter as revised shall become effective on December 
1, 2020. 

Section 8.  Severability.  

If any provision of this Charter be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such 
adjudications shall apply only to the provision thus adjudged, and the remainder of this 
Charter shall be deemed valid and effective. 
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CHAPTER I.  INCORPORATION AND GENERAL POWERS 

Section 1.  Incorporation.  

All the inhabitants dwelling within the Town of Trumbull, as previously 
constituted, shall continue to be a body politic and corporate under the name of the 
“Town of Trumbull” (the “Town”) and shall have all powers and privileges and 
immunities previously exercised by the Town and not inconsistent with this Charter, the 
additional powers and privileges conferred upon town under the General Statutes of the 
State of Connecticut (the “State”) as the same may be amended.  

Section 2.  Rights.  

All property, both real and personal, all rights of actions, and rights of every 
description and all securities and liens, vested or inchoate, of the Town as of the date 
when this Charter shall take effect are continued in the Town, and the Town shall 
continue to be liable on the effective date, whether accrued or not.  Nothing shall be 
construed to affect the right of the Town to collect any assessment, charge, debt, or lien 
for the construction, alteration, or repair of any public improvement.  

Section 3.  Obligations.  

If any contract has been entered into by the Town prior to the effective date of 
this Charter, or any bond or undertaking has been given by or in favor of the Town 
which contains provisions that the same may be enforced by a commission, board, 
department or officer therein named, which is abolished by the provisions of this 
Charter, such contracts, bonds or undertakings shall be in no manner impaired but shall 
continue in full force and effect and the powers conferred and the duties imposed with 
reference to the same upon any such commission, board, department or officer shall, 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter, thereafter be exercised and discharged by 
the First Selectman. 

Section 4.  Definitions 

A. Capitalized Terms.  The following rule has been used in determining which 
terms in this Charter are capitalized:  All references to particular Town officials, as 
defined below, and to particular Town authorities, boards, and commissions are 
capitalized, while general references are not.  For example, The Board of Education 
shall have the powers and duties conferred on boards of education by the General 
Statutes. 

B. Defined Terms.  The following terms shall have the meanings set forth in 
this paragraph unless otherwise specified in this Charter:   

B. “Town office” means any position in Town government which is described by this 
Charter except membership on the Town Council. 
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“Town officer” means an individual elected or appointed to a Town office other 
than as a member of an authority, board, or commission. 

“Town official” means any Town officer and any member of an authority, board, 
or commission. 

“General Statutes” means the official General Statutes of Connecticut under 
arrangement of the 1958 Revision as amended and updated.  Where chapter 
references are made, they are to chapter designation as of January 1, 2006.  In 
the event a chapter designation is changed by the publishers of the General 
Statutes, the new chapter references shall be substituted for the chapter 
references contained in this Charter. 

“Days” Unless otherwise specified, all references in this Charter to “day(s)” are 
business days. Business days are any days that the Town Clerk’s Office is open 
Monday through Friday. All references to “day(s)” in Chapter II of this Charter are 
calendar days.Unless otherwise specified, all references in this Charter to days 
are business days. 
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CHAPTER II.  LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

Section 1.  Town Council.  

The legislative power of the Town shall be vested in a Town Council, hereinafter 
referred to as Council, consisting of twenty-one (21) members elected as provided 
herein and having the powers and duties conferred herein and by law. Its members 
shall serve without compensation. The Council shall be the judge of the qualifications of 
its members. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, no member of the 
Council shall hold any other office or position of the Town, appointive or elective, 
permanent or temporary except as a member of a special or standing committee 
ofcreated by the Council.  

Section 2.  Composition and Election.  

At the Town election, the members of the Council shall be elected from and by 
voting districts of the Town for terms of two (2) years. There shall be seven (7) voting 
districts of substantially equal population, with three (3) Council members for each 
district. District lines shall be established from time to time by ordinance adopted by the 
Council. There shall be one (1) Council member for such number of Town residents or 
fraction thereof as shall be determined by the Town Clerk as herein provided. During 
the last full week of June in the year of the Town election, the Town Clerk shall 
determine the total number of Town residents. The Town Clerk shall then divide the 
total number of residents by twenty-one (21) and allocate to each district such number 
of Council members as said district is entitled to on a proportionate basis.  

Each Council member shall, during the term of his/her office, reside in the voting 
district from which he/she was elected. 

In each district no political party may nominate more than one (1) less than the 
number of Councilmen to be elected from the district, and each voter may vote for as 
many Council members as may be elected from the district. 

Section 3.  Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  

The Council shall hold an organizational meeting on the first (1st) Monday of 
December following the Town election and elect one (1) of its members Chairman, but 
such office shall not deprive the Chairman of his/her vote on any question. The 
Chairman shall preside over all meetings of the Council and perform such duties 
consistent with his/her office as may be imposed by the Council. The Council shall also 
elect one (1) of its members to the Office of Vice-Chairman who shall assume all the 
duties of the Chairman whenever and for whatever period of time the Chairman shall 
designate, or when the Chairman is absent from a meeting of the Council.  

Upon the death or resignation of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall assume 
the duties of Chairman until the Council shall elect a new Chairman. 
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Section 4.  Council Clerk.  

The Council shall appoint a Clerk, who shall not be a member of the Council.  
The Clerk's compensation shall be determined by the Council subject to the approval of 
the Board of Finance. The Clerk shall keep a record of the attendance of Council 
members and all actions taken by vote of the Council and of all legislation passed by it, 
together with a record of the vote cast by each Councilman and such record shall be 
maintained at the Town Clerk’s Office and made available for public inspection. In the 
absence or disability of the Clerk, his/her powers and duties shall be undertaken by a 
temporary clerk to be appointed by the Council Chairman. 

Section 5.  Meetings.  

A. The Council shall fix the time and place of its regular meetings, which shall 
be held monthly, unless otherwise provided by the Council Rules of Procedure, and 
shall be open to the public. Executive sessions may be held upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of the Council members present and voting, but no vote on an issue before the Council 
shall be taken during said executive session. A roll call vote shall be taken at the 
request of four (4) members of the Council. The Council shall adopt rules of procedure 
not inconsistent herewith. A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a 
quorum for the conduct of its business. Meetings of the Council shall be held upon the 
call of the Chairman or, in his/her absence or disability, upon the call of the Town Clerk: 
(a) at the Chairman's own initiative, (b) at the written request to the Town Clerk of two 
(2) Council members, (c) at the written request of the First Selectman to the Town Clerk 
or, (d) after receipt and certification by the Town Clerk of a petition therefor signed by 
one (1) percent of the electors on the last completed voter registration list. Any request 
or petition for any special meeting of the Council shall contain the agenda listing the full 
text of the proposed motions, resolutions, or ordinances which shall be considered at 
the meeting. Such special meetings shall be held no later than twenty-one (21) days 
after such written request has been received by the Town Clerk. Upon receipt of such a 
petition, the Town Clerk shall, within five (5) days thereafter, complete the certification 
process. If the petition shall meet the requirements of subsection 5A(d) of this chapter, 
then the Town Clerk shall certify the same and shall, forthwith, notify the Chairman of 
the Council of such certification. Such special meeting shall be held not later than 
sixteen (16) days thereafter. Notice of meetings of the Council shall be, at a minimum, 
posted on the town website not fewer than five (5) days prior to the meeting.Notice of 
meetings of the Council shall be published in a newspaper having a circulation within 
the Town not less than five (5) days prior to the meeting listing in said notice the agenda 
contained in the call. 

B. All elected and appointed boards, commissions, and committees, 
including the Town Council, will post information about meetings as follows: 

 For all meetings, agendas and all non-privileged supplemental materials 
will be posted on the town’s official web site no less than twenty-four 
(24)48 hours prior to the posted start time of the related meeting. 
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 Minutes of all meetings will be posted on the town’s official web site by the 
end of the seventh (7th) business day following the date the meeting ends. 

 The information posted on the town’s official web site must be publicly 
accessible and downloadable. 

 The posted information must be kept available on the web site for the 
greater of five (5) years or the minimum required law. 

 Such additional requirements under the Connecticut Freedom of 
Information Act as amended. 

Section 6.  Adoption of Legislation.  

The adoption of the annual budget shall be governed by the provisions of chapter 
IV, infra. Every other legislative action, except an emergency action, election of Council 
officers, appointment of the Clerk of Council, appointment of an acting First Selectman 
and adoption of rules of procedure, shall, within, three (3) days of its passage, be 
submitted to the First Selectman for his/her approval. The First Selectman shall sign the 
proposed legislation, if he/she approves it. If he/she disapproves of the proposed 
legislation, he/she may within five (5) days following receipt of the same veto and return 
it to the Clerk of the Council with a statement of the reasons for his/her veto which 
statement shall be transmitted by the Clerk to the Council at its next meeting. The 
Council may thereafter pass the proposed legislation by an affirmative vote of at least 
two-thirds (2/3) of its entire membership. Final passage shall mean adoption by the 
Council and approval by the First Selectman as provided herein or, in the event of veto 
by the First Selectman, a subsequent adoption of such legislation by two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the entire membership of the Council. If the First Selectman neither approves 
nor vetoes said legislation within the time required, no further action shall be required by 
the Council for final passage. Unless such legislative action shall be designated 
emergency legislation as provided herein, or shall specify a later effective date, it shall 
become effective on the fifteenth (15th) day following posting on the town 
websitepublication, except with reference to the annual budget which shall become 
effective as hereinafter provided. The fifteen (15) day period shall not apply to 
appointments made of members of Boards, Commissions, and Committees. Such 
appointments shall become effective immediately upon posting on the town website. 

Section 7.  Emergency Legislation and Appointments. 

The Council may, by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire membership, designate 
any action as an emergency measure, specifying in detail the facts constituting such 
emergency. No measure creating or abolishing any office or changing the salary, term 
or duties of any officer or employee may constitute an emergency measure. Any 
legislative action designated to be a public emergency measure shall become effective 
immediately upon posting on the town websitepublication, but shall be subject to 
rejection, or approval as provided in chapter VIII, sSection 7. 

Section 8.  Postingublication of Adopted Legislation.  

All legislation, after final passage, shall be given a serial number by the Clerk of 
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the Council and be recorded by the Town Clerk and shall be properly indexed. Within 
five (5) days after final passage, as provided in section 6 of this chapter, the Town Clerk 
shall post on the town website transmit for publication in a newspaper, having a 
circulation within the Town, a notice that such legislation is on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk and is available for examination. 

Section 9.  Investigative Powers.  

With reference to proposed legislation, the Council shall have the power to 
investigate any and all departments, offices and agencies of the Town, and for such 
purposes the Chairman of the Council shall have the power to issue a subpoena after 
the authorization by a majority vote of the Council, and when necessary, to secure a 
capias for the appearance of witnesses and the production of books and papers. 

Section 10.  Audit Powers. 

A. The Council may at any time require and provide for the examination or 
audit by a certified public accountant of the accounts of any officer or department of the 
Town, including the Board of Education. 

B. At a meeting of the Council subsequent to receipt from such certified 
public accountant of the report of said examination or audit, the Council shall discuss 
the report. 

Section 11.  Powers Denied to Town Council.  

The Town Council shall not diminish by ordinance, vote or otherwise, the powers 
and duties vested in the First Selectman by this Charter. 

Section 12. Vacancies in the Town Council.  

Any vacancy in the Council shall be filled with the designation of an elector from 
the same voting district and with the same party affiliation as the vacating member by 
the vote, at a Council meeting, of the Council members who are of the same political 
party as the vacating member. If the vacating member was not registered as a member 
of a political party or if members of a political party shall fail to fill the vacancy within 
sixty (60) days, then it shall be filled by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of Council members 
present and voting. 
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CHAPTER III.  EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Section 1.  Office of First Selectman; Election and Qualifications.  

A First Selectman shall be elected at the town election to hold office for a term of 
two (2) years and until his/her successor shall be elected and qualified. 

Section 2.  Powers and Duties.  

The First Selectman shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the town.  He/She 
shall be directly responsible for the administration of all departments headed by persons 
appointed by him. He/She shall also: 

A. See that all laws, ordinances and provisions of this Charter governing the 
town are faithfully executed and enforced; 

B. Make periodic reports to the Town Council. He/She may attend and 
participate in Town Council meetings, but shall have no vote; 

C. Prepare and cause to be printed an annual town report within thirty (30) 
calendar days after completion of the annual town audit; 

D. Recommend to the Town Council such measures as he/she may deem 
necessary or advisable; 

E. Keep the Town Council fully informed on the financial condition of the 
town by the issuance of quarterly reports of income and expense as to budget items; 

F. Submit annually to the Board of Finance a proposed budget for the next 
fiscal year in accordance with the provisions of chapter IV, section 1, of this Charter; 

G. Approve or veto acts of the Town Council in the manner set forth in 
chapter II; 

H. Exercise such powers and duties as may be provided by ordinance or 
resolution of the Town Council which are not inconsistent with this Charter or the 
General Statutes. 

I. The method of election to any Town office, board, commission, or agency 
of the Town may be changed by ordinance if the method of election set forth in this 
Charter is or becomes invalid because of a change in the law.  Such ordinance shall 
comport as nearly as possible to the intent of the Charter provision found to be invalid. 

Section 3.  Absence, Disability, Vacancy, etc. 

A. In the event of his/her disability, personal emergency or temporary 
absence, the First Selectman may, by letter filed with the Town Clerk, appoint the Town 
Treasurer or the Chairman of the Town Council in the event that the Town Treasurer 
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cannot or will not serve, to perform the duties of and serve as acting First Selectman.  In 
the event that the First Selectman fails to do so, the Town Council may make said 
appointment by resolution. The Town Council shall in any event make said appointment 
if the First Selectman shall be absent from his/her duties for more than thirty (30) 
consecutive days. 

B. The Office of First Selectman shall be deemed vacant if the First 
Selectman dies, retires, resigns, becomes ineligible to serve, or removes from the town. 
In any such event the Town Council shall within fifteen (15) days thereafter at a meeting 
duly warned for said purpose, fill the vacancy for the unexpired portion of the term, by 
majority vote of the total Town Council members, provided, however, that the Town 
Clerk shall forthwith warn a special election to fill the vacancy if either (1) the Town 
Council fails to fill the vacancy within said period, or (2) within ten (10) days after the 
Town Council shall have filled the vacancy, a petition for a special election shall be filed 
by a number of town electors equal to at least five (5) percent of those who voted for the 
office of First Selectman in the preceding Town election. Such petition shall be filed and 
certified in the manner provided herein for the filing and certifying of referendum 
petitions.  

C. Such special election shall be held on a day to be prescribed by the Town 
Council which day shall be not earlier than the ninetieth (90th) day and not later than the 
one hundredth (100th) day following the day of such warning. Until the result of said 
special election shall have been determined, the Town Treasurer shall serve as acting 
First Selectman. If the vacancy occurs within six (6) months of the end of the First 
Selectman's term, no proceeding shall be had to fill the vacancy and the Town 
Treasurer shall become the First Selectman and serve as First Selectman until the 
expiration of the First Selectman's term.  In the event the Town Treasurer declines to 
serve, the Town Council shall fill the vacancy. 

 Any appointments made by the Acting First Selectman shall expire at the end of 
the Acting First Selectman’s term, unless state law requires otherwise. 

A. In the event of a temporary absence of thirty (30) calendars days or less, the 

First Selectman may, by letter filed with the Town Clerk, appoint the Town 

Treasurer as Acting First Selectman. In the event the Town Treasurer is unable 

or unwilling to serve, the First Selectman may, by letter to the Town Clerk, 

appoint the Chairman of the Town Council as Acting First Selectman. The Acting 

First Selectman shall have all the powers and duties of the First Selectman 

except that unless otherwise required by law, the Acting First Selectman shall 

neither make any appointments to any Board or Commission nor sign any 

agreements binding the Town nor hire or fire any employees that serve the Town 

at the pleasure of the First Selectman. 

B. The Office of the First Selectman shall be deemed Vacant upon the occurrence 

of any of the following: 

1. Death of the First Selectman. 

2. The retirement or resignation of the First Selectman. 
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3. If the First Selectman ceases to have a principal residence in the Town. 

4. If the First Selectman is, as determined by the Town Council, absent from office, 

for any reason, for a continuous period of not fewer than ninety (90) calendar 

days. Vacation time shall not be considered in determining the period of 

absence. 

C. In the event that the Office of the First Selectman becomes vacant as defined in 

section 3 B, the Council shall call for a Special Election to fill the remainder of the 

term of the outgoing First Selectman. Such Special Election shall be held in 

compliance with state statute. 

D. During the period beginning with the Office of the First Selectman becoming 

Vacant and ending with the swearing in of a new First Selectman, the Town 

Treasurer shall become Acting First Selectman. In the event the Town Treasurer 

is unwilling or unable to perform the duties of Acting First Selectman, the 

Chairman of the Town Council shall become Acting First Selectman.  In the event 

neither the Treasurer nor the Chairman of the Town Council is willing and able to 

serve, the Town Council shall, by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

present and voting, appoint an Acting First Selectman who shall be a resident 

and elector of the Town. The Acting First Selectman shall have all the powers 

and duties of the First Selectman except that unless otherwise required by law, 

the Acting First Selectman shall not sign any contracts binding the Town for a 

period exceeding his/her term as Acting First Selectman. Any appointments 

made by the Acting First Selectman shall expire at the end of the Acting 

Selectman’s term, unless state law requires otherwise. 

E. If a vacancy occurs within a period of six months or less from the date of a 
regularly scheduled election for the Office of First Selectman, there shall be no 
Special Election and the Acting First Selectman shall fill the remaining portion of 
the term of office. 

Section 4.  Removal of Appointees.  

Any person holding a town position for which compensation is paid, who is 
appointed without a fixed term, shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority 
and may be removed, without cause, on ten (10) days' notice.  

If such person is appointed by one (1) town body or official on recommendation 
of another then he/she shall be removed by the appointing authority only on 
recommendation of the body or official. 

Section 5.  Relation to Boards and Commissions. 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the First Selectman shall be 
a member, ex officio, of all boards, commissions and special committees, but he/she 
shall not have any voting power unless any such body shall, as a result of a tie vote, fail 
to organize or elect necessary officers, in either of which case the First Selectman shall 
have a tie breaking vote. 
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B. The First Selectman is empowered to convene any or all of the appointed 
boards and commissions of the town to review and coordinate activities and to plan the 
operations of the town government. He/She shall, at least once a year, convene a 
general meeting of all boards and commission members. 

Section 6.  Department of Finance. 

A. Appointment of Director of Finance. There shall be a Department of 
Finance, headed by a Director of Finance, appointed by the First Selectman. A 
certificate of his/her appointment, signed by the First Selectman shall be filed and 
recorded by the Town Clerk. In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the 
Director of Finance, the First Selectman may appoint an acting Director of Finance. The 
Director of Finance shall serve at the pleasure of the First Selectman. He/She may be 
suspended and/or removed by the First Selectman. 

B. Powers and duties. The Director of Finance shall exercise general 
supervision over the Department of Finance, including the keeping of accounts and all 
financial records, the compilation of proposed budget figures for the various agencies of 
the town, the coordination and analysis of wages and salaries, the operation of the 
offices of the assessor and tax collector, special assessments and other revenues, and 
the control over purchases and expenditures.  

The Director of Finance shall be responsible to the First Selectman for the 
administration of the Department of Finance. Accounts shall be kept by the Department 
of Finance, showing the financial transactions of all departments of the town, including 
all special agency and enterprise funds. Except as otherwise provided by law, forms for 
such accounts shall be prescribed by the Director of Finance with the approval of the 
First Selectman, which forms shall be adequate to record all cash receipts and 
disbursements, all assets, liabilities, reserves, income and expense and all transactions 
affecting the acquisition, custody and disposition of property and for the making of such 
reports of the financial transactions and conditions of the town as may be required by 
law or ordinance.  

Financial statements concerning the general fund of the Town of Trumbull, 
consisting of a statement of revenues, expenditures, encumbrances, and transfers, and 
a statement of changes in fund balance shall be prepared for each quarter and each 
fiscal year. Such statements shall be prepared and delivered to all members and 
alternate members of the Board of Finance, the First Selectman, and all members of the 
Town Council within thirty (30) calendar days after the close of each quarter of each 
fiscal year. Such other reports for other periods and in such detail as may be required 
by the First Selectman, the Board of Finance, or the Town Council, shall also be 
prepared concerning the general fund, or any special funds, including all special agency 
and enterprise funds. 

A publicly accessible and downloadable copy of all audit reports performed by or 
on any Town entity (including those departments managed by the First Selectman as 
well as the Board of Education) will be posted on the Town’s website not more than 
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forty-eight (48) hours after they are completed and reported to the appropriate Town 
entity.  This includes, but is not limited to, audit reports done by outside auditors as well 
as those performed by the Town’s internal auditor.  Copies of audit reports must be kept 
available on the Town’s website for the greater of ten (10) years or the minimum 
required by law. 

C. Tax Collector, Tax Assessor, purchasing authority, agent of the town 
deposit fund. The First Selectman shall appoint a Tax Collector and a Tax Assessor for 
terms coextensive with that of the First Selectman. The Director of Finance shall be the 
purchasing authority. The Director of Finance shall be the agent of the town deposit 
fund. Certificates of appointment relating to the Tax Collector and Tax Assessor shall be 
executed by the First Selectman and filed with and recorded by the Town Clerk. The 
Tax Collector shall have and exercise the powers and duties conferred and imposed by 
law on Tax Collectors. The Tax Assessor shall have and exercise the powers and duties 
conferred and imposed by law on Boards of Assessors. 

D. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be elected at the town election for a term 
of two (2) years and until his/her successor shall be elected and qualified. The 
Treasurer shall have and exercise the powers and duties conferred and imposed by law 
on town treasurers except those duties which are conferred specifically upon the 
Director of Finance by this chapter. 

E. Payments of obligations.  

(i) Payments by the town shall be made only upon approved vouchers 
certified by the head of the appropriate department or other division of the 
town government, and by means of warrants on the Town Treasurer 
issued and signed by the Director of Finance.  Expense reimbursements 
and payments made on behalf of the First Selectman and the 
Superintendent shall be by the Treasurer.  Payment shall be by check 
instrument signed by the Director of Finance and countersigned by the 
Town Treasurer. The Director of Finance shall examine all payrolls, bills, 
and other claims and demands against the town, and shall issue no 
warrant for the payment unless he/she finds that the claim is in proper 
form, correctly computed, and duly certified that it is justly and legally due 
and payable, that an appropriation has been made therefor which has not 
been exhausted, or that the payment has been otherwise legally 
authorized and that there is money in the town treasury to make the 
payment. He/She may require any claimant to make oath as to the validity 
of his/her claim. 

(ii) Payments by the Board of Education shall be made only upon 
signed authorization of both the Superintendent and the Business 
manager of the Board of Education.  The Business Manager of the Board 
of Education shall examine all payrolls, bills, and other claims and 
demands against Board of Education, and shall issue no authorization for 
the payment unless he/she finds that the claim is in proper form, correctly 
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computed, and duly certified that it is justly and legally due and payable, 
that an appropriation has been made therefor which has not been 
exhausted, or that the payment has been otherwise legally authorized and 
that there is money in the Town treasury to make the payment.  He/She 
may require any claimant to make oath as to the validity of his/her claim. 

F. Special audits. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of any officer of 
the town, other than the Director of Finance, the Director of Finance shall make an audit 
and investigation of the accounts of such officer and report to the First Selectman, the 
Board of Finance, and Town Council. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of the 
Director of Finance, an audit shall be made of the accounts of the Department of 
Finance by a certified public accountant, selected by the Board of Finance. 

G. Purchasing contracts and expenditures.  

(i) The Director of Finance shall be the purchasing authority of the 
town. The Town’s Purchasing Policy shall be adopted by the Town 
Council.  All supplies, materials, equipment and other commodities 
required by any department, office, agency, board or commission of the 
town, including the Board of Education, shall be purchased by the 
purchasing authority in accordance with the purchasing policy as most 
recently adopted by the Town Council on requisitions in such form as the 
Director of Finance, with the approval of the First Selectman, may 
prescribe, signed by the head of the department, office or agency, or 
chairman of the board or commission.  

(ii) The Town’s Purchasing Policy shall include, among other 
provisions, requirements for competitive bidding for the award of contracts 
or purchases of property by any department, office, agency, board or 
commission of the town, including the Board of Education. The Town 
Council shall establish (a) a range of value for contracts and purchases for 
which not fewer than two (2) written quotes or proposals shall be required, 
and (b) a threshold of value for contracts and purchases over which 
sealed bidding shall be required. Any threshold of value established by the 
Town Council pursuant to clause (b) of the preceding sentence shall be 
consistent with applicable provisions of the General Statutes.Before any 
purchase is made or any contract for insurance, public work or services, 
other than professional services, involving an expenditure of more than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), is let, said purchasing authority shall 
procure quotes from at least three (3) sources, whenever practicable, and 
such quotes shall be open to any bidder who shall conform to the 
regulations which may be imposed by said purchasing authority when the 
quotes are requested.  

 (iii) If any purchase or any such contract involves the expenditure of ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000.00), or more, the purchasing authority shall 
invite sealed bids or proposals, by causing to be published and advertised 
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therefor in a newspaper having a substantial circulation in the town, at 
least ten (10) days prior to the opening of said bids. Purchases shall be 
made from and contracts let to the lowest, responsible, qualified bidder 
thereon, or if there be two (2) or more responsible bidders who submit 
bids which are equal and lowest, to one (1) of the lowest responsible 
bidders, provided however that the right to reject and to waive any 
informalities in all bids or proposals shall be reserved, which reservations 
shall be set forth in such advertisement. This subsection shall apply to the 
construction of any public buildings and to other public improvements.  

The foregoing requirements under (ii) and (iii) as to bids may be waived 
after the purchasing authority has obtained the written approval of the First 
Selectman in any case in which compliance with this subsection shall be 
deemed to be impractical or not in the best interest of the town. The 
record of any purchase made pursuant to such a waiver shall include a 
copy of the waiver, which shall contain a statement of the reasons 
therefor, and shall be kept on file in the office of the purchasing authority 
where it shall be open to public inspection.  

(iv) No purchase shall be made from nor shall services (other than 
services as an officer, agent, or employee of the town) be secured from 
any officer or employee of the town, or from any partnership or corporation 
in which such officer or employee is a partner or officer, or holds a 
substantial interest, unless such relationship and the fact that such 
purchase is contemplated shall be made known in writing to the agency 
making such purchase, and notice thereof posted, for at least five (5) days 
before such purchase be made, in the office of the agency making such 
purchase and in a public place in the town hall.  

(v) Purchase requisitions and contracts for public work or other 
services covered by this section shall not be valid without the 
endorsement of the purchasing authority. The purchasing authority shall 
endorse a requisition or contract only after he/she has examined the same 
and found that it conforms to the requirements of this section and that 
there is a sufficient unencumbered balance of an applicable appropriation 
to pay the same. The purchasing authority shall record the amount of the 
requisition or contract as an encumbrance against the appropriation from 
which it is to be paid. If, by making any contract or purchase, the budget 
allowance of the department, commission or board requesting same shall 
be exceeded, the purchase shall not be made. The purchasing authority 
shall promptly notify the Board of Finance and such contract or purchase 
may thereafter be authorized in accordance with and subject to the 
limitations of this Charter. 

(vi) Except for emergencies that threaten the immediate health, safety 
and well-being of town residents, spending by all town entities will be at a 
rate consistent with the nature of the appropriation. 
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(vii) No one vendor shall be allowed to receive more than one (1) bid 
waiver in any three (3) year period.  Bid waivers in excess of $500,000 
must receive Town Council approval by a 2/3 majority vote of the entire 
Town Council. 

(viii) Upon change of administration, no purchasing contract may be 
signed from the date of the election to the installation of new officers 
unless authorized by two-thirds (2/3) of the Town Council present and 
voting. 

Section 7.  Town Clerk.  

The Town Clerk shall be elected at the tTown Election for a term of two (2) years 
and until his/her successor shall be elected and qualified. The Town Clerk shall have all 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Town Clerk and shall serve as 
registrar of vital statistics. The Town Clerk shall appoint and remove, subject to the 
provisions of Chapter VII, section 15 of this Charter, all full time deputies, assistants or 
employees in his/her office. 

Section 8.  Town Attorney.  

The First Selectman shall appoint a Town Attorney(s) or associate Town 
Attorneys for a term coextensive with that of the First Selectman or for such portion 
thereof as the First Selectman shall determine.  

The Town Attorney shall be attorneys admitted to practice law in this state and 
shall have practiced law in this state for at least five (5) years. The Town Attorney or 
associate town attorneys shall be the legal advisors and attorneys for the town and all 
departments, boards, commissions and officers thereof in matters relating to the town's 
interests and their official powers and duties. Such legal services shall be provided at 
the request of the First Selectman or at the direction of the First Selectman.  With the 
approval of the First Selectman, the Town Attorney shall have the authority to designate 
other attorneys to perform legal services on behalf of the Town. 

No compromise or settlement in any proceedings to which the town is a party 
involving the payment or receipt of money shall be effective without the approval of the 
Town Council. 

Section 9.  Fire protection.   

The Fire Districts, Fire Departments, fire companies and the Board of Fire 
Protection now existing shall continue to be responsible for fire prevention and fire 
protection in the town. The First Selectman shall appoint a Fire Marshal as provided by 
statute. 

Section 10.  Welfare. 

Duties of First Selectman. The First Selectman shall have all powers and duties 
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relating to the poor, defective and dependent persons vested by law in the selectmen of 
towns. 

Section 11.  Animal Control Officer. 

A. Appointment. The Animal Control Officer shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman for a term co-extensive with that of the First Selectman. The Animal Control 
Officer may appoint an Assistant Animal Control Officer subject to the approval of the 
First Selectman. 

B. Powers and duties. The Animal Control Officer and Assistant Animal 
Control Officer shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on 
animal control officers. 

Section 12.  Department of Public Works. 

A. Composition and appointment. There shall be a Department of Public 
Works administered by a Director of Public Works who shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman. There also shall be a Town Engineer who shall be a professional civil 
engineer licensed to practice in this state, a Superintendent of Highways and Bridges, a 
Tree Warden, and such other assistants and employees as shall be deemed necessary 
to perform the duties and functions of the Department, all of whom shall be appointed 
by the Director of Public Works, subject to the approval of the First Selectman. There 
shall be a Superintendent of Parks appointed by the Director of Public Works subject to 
the approval of the Parks and Recreation Commission. The Town Engineer may also 
serve as the Director of Public Works. The Superintendent of Highways and Bridges or 
Superintendent of Parks may also serve as Tree Warden as qualified in chapter III, 
section 12.G. 

B. Powers and duties. The Department of Public Works shall have all the 
administrative powers and duties vested in the town by this Charter or by general law 
with respect to the following functions: 

(i) The construction, reconstruction, maintenance, paving, repairing, 
draining, cleaning and snow clearance, lighting and inspection of all public 
streets, signs, highway guide posts and fences, dams, dumps, sanitary 
sewer systems and other public improvements. 

(ii) Maintenance of all buildings and equipment used or owned by the 
town, except the buildings and equipment used by the Board of Education.  
The Department of Public Works may maintain and care for school 
buildings and grounds, but only if and to the extent and for the period 
requested by the Board of Education and approved by the Town Council, 
provided the costs are charged against the Board of Education's 
appropriations. 

(iii) The planting, preservation, care and removal of trees, shrubs, and 
other vegetation within highways or public places or on town property. 



 

- 16 - 
 

(iv) Under the direction and control of the Director of Public Works, the 
Superintendent of Parks shall have general charge of the maintenance, 
care and upkeep of the cemeteries, parks, playground[s] and recreational 
areas of the town. 

(v) Construction of buildings and other public works that are assigned 
to building committees shall be under the control of such committees until 
final acceptance by the town. Each such building committee shall, prior to 
filing any request with any public body for funding for construction of 
buildings or other public works, submit a construction proposal to the 
Department of Public Works which department shall do an evaluation of 
the impact that any such proposed construction shall have on existing 
public facilities, such as driveways, sewers, both sanitary and storm, and 
drainage. The Department of Public Works shall, not later than sixty (60) 
calendar days after receipt of proposals from any such building committee, 
file with the Building Committee a public facilities impact statement 
together with such recommendations as the Department may choose to 
make for improvement to or modification of existing public facilities. Each 
building committee shall, prior to adoption of its final construction plans, 
consider the public facilities impact statement, including projected 
maintenance and operating costs,  submitted by the Department of Public 
Works and shall have the right to either adopt or reject any or all of the 
recommendations made therein. Each such building committee shall, 
however, upon making application for funding, submit to the appropriate 
body, a copy of the impact statement together with a statement of the 
action that it has taken on the recommendations made by the Department 
of Public Works. 

C. Director of Public Works. The Director of Public Works shall be qualified 
by experience to fulfill the duties of his/her office. He/She shall provide technical advice 
to the town and to all boards, committees, commissions and officers thereof, concerning 
the engineering matters of the town and the design and construction of its physical 
plant. He/She shall have the power, subject to the approval of the First Selectman, to 
make any and all appointments and to fill any and all vacancies and to employ any and 
all of the personnel deemed necessary for the operation of the Department and shall 
prescribe and define their respective duties. 

D. Engineering Department. The Town Engineer shall make or supervise the 
making of all surveys, maps, plans, drawings, specifications and estimates relating to 
the work of the town or any of its departments, boards, commissions or officers, except 
those delegated by the Town Council to building committees. He/She shall, within the 
Department of Public Works, have custody of all maps of the town not entrusted by 
ordinance, or otherwise by law, to any other department, board, commission or officer 
thereof, and shall maintain maps and other records showing highway, building and 
veranda lines, street profiles, and plans and profiles of storm and sanitary sewers, and 
zoning districts established by the town. 
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E. Acceptance of new streets. The First Selectman shall have the authority to 
accept streets into the highway system of the town. No new street shall be accepted 
without a written certificate from the Director of Public Works stating that the street has 
been completed and complies with all standards and specifications established by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and other ordinances and regulations pertaining to 
new streets.  

F. Superintendent of Highways and Bridges.  The Director of Public Works or 
his/her designee(s) shall be the Superintendent of Highways and Bridges and shall 
exercise the responsibilities of the Department with respect to streets, highways, 
bridges, sidewalks, curbs, street signs and guide posts, and shall perform such other 
duties as the Director of Public Works may require.   

G. Tree Warden. The Tree Warden, under the direction and control of the 
Director of Public Works, shall have charge of the planting, preservation, care and 
removal of trees within highways or public places or on town property, and such other 
duties as are imposed by law. The Tree Warden shall be licensed as a tree expert, as 
defined by the General Statutes.  The Tree Warden cannot have a financial interest in 
the tree work to be performed on behalf of the Town. 

Section 13.  Office of Emergency Management. 

A. Composition and appointment.  There shall be an Office of Emergency 
Management administered by a Director of Emergency Management who shall be 
appointed by the First Selectman and report to the Chief of Police. 

There also shall be such other assistants and employees as shall be deemed 
necessary to perform the duties and functions of the Office of Emergency Management, 
all of whom shall be appointed by the Chief of Police, subject to the approval of the First 
Selectman. 

B. Powers and duties.  The Office of Emergency Management shall have all 
the administrative powers and duties vested in the town by this Charter or by general 
law with respect to the following functions: 

(i) The Office of Emergency Management plans for and prepares for 
emergencies – natural or man-made – that could affect Trumbull’s citizens 
and facilitates a coordinated effort for preparedness, mitigation, response, 
and recovery from emergencies and disasters.  This includes documenting 
plans and procedures, training personnel, acquiring equipment, as well as 
strategizing with other departments and agencies.  In the event of an 
actual emergency, the Director or his/her designee will mobilize and 
deploy personnel and resources, notify the public and press of the 
emergency and manage the emergency event to maximize resources and 
minimize any negative impact. 
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Section 14.  Building Department. 

A. Composition and appointment. The town shall have a Building Department 
under the jurisdiction of the Building Official appointed by the First Selectman. The 
Building Official shall appoint assistants and other personnel as he/she deems 
necessary, subject to the approval of the First Selectman. The Building Official and such 
appointees shall meet such requirements for the respective positions as may now or 
hereafter be provided by law. 

B. Powers and duties. The Building Official and assistants shall have all of 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on building officials. 

C. Building code. The state building code as provided in section 29-25319-
395e of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended and as the same may be 
amended from time to time shall be the building code for the town. 

D. Building Code Board of Appeals. 

(i) Composition and appointment. The town shall have a Building 
Code Board of Appeals which shall consist of five (5) members appointed 
by the First Selectman for a term of five (5) years each, one of which 
terms shall expire each year.  

(ii) Powers and duties. The Building Code Board of Appeals shall have 
all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on building code 
boards of appeals. 

E. Housing Board of Appeals.  

(i) Composition and appointment. The town shall have a Housing 
Board of Appeals which shall consist of six (6) members who shall be the 
Fire Marshal, Director of Health, Director of Public Works, and three (3) 
electors of the town, to be appointed by the First Selectman for a term of 
three (3) years with the term of one (1) member expiring each year. Any 
vacancy shall be filled by the First Selectman.  

(ii) Powers and duties. The Housing Board of Appeals shall have all 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on housing boards of 
appeals. 

Section 15.  Bonds and Employee Dishonesty Coverage.  

Any Town officials as may be required by the General StatutesThe First 
Selectman, Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Director of Finance, Treasurer, Tax 
Collector, Director of Public Works, and Building Official, and such other officers and 
employees as may be required to do so by statute or by action of the Town Council, 
shall, before entering upon their duties, execute a bond for the faithful performance of 
their duties, in form and amount as prescribed by law, and if not otherwise provided for, 
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then in an amount prescribed by the First Selectman and form approved by the Town 
Attorney, and file the same with the Town Clerk. Nothing herein shall be deemed to 
preclude blanket fidelity bonds. Premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the town. The 
Town shall purchase Crime and Fidelity insurance Coverage which covers Town Official 
and Town Employee Dishonesty in amounts deemed appropriate by the Director of 
Finance. The Board of Education shall be covered as an additional insured on said 
coverage. 
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CHAPTER IV.  ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET 

Section 1.  Duties of the First Selectman.  
The First Selectman shall be responsible for the preparation of a proposed 

budget for each fiscal year to be submitted to the Board of Finance, annually, no later 
than the first Monday of March. The proposed budget shall be a budget for all 
departments of Town government including the Education Department and shall include 
all enterprise funds and special agency accounts. It shall be prepared according to a 
classification system adopted by the Board of Finance and shall take into consideration 
detailed estimates of proposed expenditures and revenues furnished to the First 
Selectman by the several departments and other divisions of the Town government.  

A. The proposed budget shall include the following information: 

(i) An itemized statement of appropriations proposed by the First 
Selectman for current expenses and capital expenditures, capital items 
and permanent improvements for each department and each division 
thereof for the ensuing fiscal year together with comparative statements, 
in parallel columns, of the requests made by the various departments and 
divisions of the appropriations and expenditures for the current and 
preceding fiscal years including supplemental appropriations and transfers 
for the current year through December 31st and the increases or 
decreases between the current and ensuing fiscal years and the 
appropriations recommended. 

(ii) An itemized statement of the taxes required and of the estimated 
revenues of the Town from all other sources for the ensuing fiscal year, 
with comparative statements in parallel columns of the taxes and other 
revenues for the current and preceding fiscal year, and of the increases or 
decreases estimated or proposed. 

(iii) Financial statements of most recent date, as provided in chapter III, 
section 6 B, and such other information as may be required by the Town 
Council or the Board of Finance. 

B. Adopted Budget: 

(i) The First Selectman shall sign the adopted budget, if he/she 
approves it; or 

(ii) Within five (5) days after adoption of the budget by the Town 
Council as provided in section 3 B and C infra, the First Selectman may 
veto any item or items thereof. An item for the purpose of this section shall 
be the same as an item defined for the purpose of a referendum in chapter 
VIII, section 7 B (v)V. If the First Selectman shall so veto, he/she shall, no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on the last day of said five-day period, return the veto 
to the Town Clerk with a statement of the reasons for his/her veto. 
Thereupon, the Town Clerk shall immediately notify the Chairman of the 
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Town Council of the receipt of said veto and the Chairman shall 
immediately call a meeting of the Town Council to be held no later than 
ten (10) days after the receipt by the Town Clerk of said veto. 

(iii) The Town Council may pass any said item or items vetoed by the 
First Selectman by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire membership. In 
the event that any vetoed item or items are not passed by the Town 
Council over the veto, said item or items as recommended to the Town 
Council by the Board of Finance shall be deemed to have been the 
adopted item or items by the Town Council. 

(iv) If within five (5) days after adoption of the budget by the Town 
Council, as provided in section 3 B and C, infra, the First Selectman 
neither signs nor exercises his/her veto power in accordance with section 
1 B ii supra, said adopted budget shall be deemed the final adopted 
budget as of 5:00 p.m. of the last day of said five day period. 

Section 2.  Duties of the Board of Finance. 

A. The Board of Finance shall conduct a public hearing on the budget 
proposed by the First Selectman and at said meeting or any adjournment thereof it shall 
hear all electors or taxpayers who may desire to be heard relative to the proposed 
budget. 

B. The Board of Finance shall, at least five (5) calendar days prior to the 
hearing provided in chapter IV, section 2 A, cause to be, at a minimum, posted on the 
Town website, The Board of Finance shall, not later than five (5) days prior to the 
hearing provided in chapter IV, section 2 A, cause to be published in a newspaper 
having a general circulation in the Town, as well as the Town’s website, the budget 
proposed by the First Selectman including in parallel columns, for each item, the sum 
budgeted for the current fiscal year and the sum requested by each department or 
division for the next fiscal year, the sum proposed by the First Selectman and also the 
estimated tax rate.   

C. The Board of Finance shall consider the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman at a duly warned meeting and shall act upon said proposed budget at said 
duly warned meeting. It shall: 

(i) Adopt and approve the budget proposed by the First Selectman; or 

(ii) Make such changes in any estimates or appropriations contained in 
the proposed budget as it shall deem proper; and/or 

(iii) Add appropriations or receipt items not contained in the proposed 
budget.  

D. The Board of Finance shall, in any event, no later than the second 
Monday in April except for 2019 only, when said date shall be the third Monday in April, 
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submit to the Town Council its recommended budget for the next fiscal year. 

Section 3.  Duties of the Town Council. 

A. Upon receipt of the budget recommended by the Board of Finance for the 
ensuing fiscal year, the Town Council shall cause sufficient copies thereof to be made 
available for general distribution in the Office of the Town Clerk and shall hold a public 
hearing thereon no later than the first Monday in May each year. At least five (5) 
calendar days prior to said hearing, the Town Council shall cause to be, at a minimum, 
posted on the Town website, At least five (5) days prior to said hearing, the Town 
Council shall cause to be published, in a newspaper having a general circulation in the 
Town, as well as the Town’s website, a notice of the public hearing together with a 
summary of the budget recommended by the Board of Finance showing proposed 
expenditures, anticipated revenues by major sources together with the amount of 
revenue to be raised by general taxation. 

B. The Town Council shall consider the budget recommended by the Board 
of Finance and shall adopt a budget no later than the second Monday in May and 
submit same to the First Selectman within two (2) days of adoption. 

C. If the Town Council shall not have adopted a budget on or prior to said 
date, then the budget recommended by the Board of Finance shall be deemed to have 
finally been adopted by the Town Council as of said date. 

D. The Town Council shall have the following powers with respect to any item 
in the budget recommended by the Board of Finance: 

(i) It shall have the power to reduce any item in the budget 
recommended by the Board of Finance by a majority vote of the Town 
Council members present and voting; and 

(ii) It may increase any item in said budget or add new items to said 
budget only on a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the entire membership 
of the Town Council provided, however, that new items may be added by 
the Town Council only to the extent that such items were included in the 
budget proposed by the First Selectman and provided further that any 
increase in said budget shall not be in excess of the amount for said item 
in the budget proposed by the First Selectman. 

E. If the Board of Finance shall fail to act, as set forth upon the budget 
proposed by the First Selectman or shall have failed to submit a recommended budget 
to the Town Council within the time limited by this chapter, then the budget proposed to 
the Board of Finance by the First Selectman shall be considered by the Town Council. 
The Town Council shall hold a public hearing on the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman after giving notice, all as set forth in chapter IV, section 3 A. The Town 
Council shall have, when considering and acting upon the budget proposed by the First 
Selectman, the same powers granted to the Board of Finance under the provisions of 
chapter IV, section 2 C, and shall exercise said powers by the vote of a simple majority 
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of its members present and voting. 

Section 4.  Effective date of the budget. 

A. Any budget adopted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall 
become effective on the first Monday in June unless a petition for a referendum has 
been filed as hereinafter provided.  

B. Any item subject to such referendum shall become effective in accordance 
with the referendum provisions of Chapter VIII. 

Section 5.  Setting the tax rate.  

No later than the second Monday in June the Board of Finance shall meet, and 
with due provision for estimated uncollectible taxes, abatements and corrections, shall 
lay such tax on the grand list of the preceding October first (1st) as shall be sufficient, in 
addition to the other estimated yearly income of the Town, and in addition to such 
revenue surplus, if any, as may be appropriated, not only to pay the expenses of the 
Town for the ensuing fiscal year, but also to absorb the revenue deficit of the Town, if 
any, at the beginning of the ensuing fiscal year. In the event of a referendum affecting 
the budget, the Board of Finance shall set the tax rate not later than five (5) days after 
the vote in said referendum. If the Board of Finance shall fail to set a tax rate within the 
time limits provided, then the First Selectman shall set the tax rate. 
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CHAPTER V.  APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE GENERAL FUND AND THE CAPITAL 
AND NONRECURRING FUND DURING THE COURSE OF THE FISCAL YEAR 

Section 1.  Transfer of funds.  

No expenditure shall be made by any department or Town official except in 
accordance with the appropriation items set forth in the budget, or supplemental 
appropriations as provided herein.  

The head of any department of Town government seeking a transfer of funds 
between different appropriation items within any department shall file a petition for such 
a transfer with the Board of Finance which shall have the authority to make such an 
appropriation transfer, provided, however, that by any such act the total appropriation 
for the Department shall not be increased.  

Section 2.  Supplemental Appropriations. 

A. The head of any department of Town government or the Town Council 
shall have the right to initiate proceedings for a supplemental appropriation during the 
course of the fiscal year. The right of the department head shall be to seek a 
supplemental appropriation for the department which he/she heads. The Town Council 
shall have the right to seek a supplemental appropriation for any department of Town 
government or the Town Council.  

B. The party seeking such a supplemental appropriation shall file a petition 
therefor with the First Selectman who shall, within ten (10) days after receipt of such a 
petition, endorse thereon his/her approval or disapproval, or if his/her approval is for a 
sum less than the amount requested, the amount which is in fact approved by him/her, 
and shall file the same with the Chairman of the Board of Finance. If the First Selectman 
shall fail to act as hereinbefore set forth, then the petition filed with him/her by the 
department head or by the Town Council shall be deemed approved.  

C. Within forty-five (45) calendar days after the date on which the First 
Selectman shall be required to act, the Board of Finance shall consider and act upon 
the petition by denying the same, granting the same as petitioned or granting the same 
for a sum other than that petitioned.  

D. Any action by the Board of Finance on any such matter shall go to the 
Town Council for review and action as hereinafter set forth if the same involves: 

(i) An appropriation for capital or nonrecurring expenditures; or 

(ii) An appropriation from the general fund for a sum in excess of 
tentwo thousand dollars ($102,000.00); or 

(iii) If the same involves an appropriation from the general fund to any 
department which has received supplemental appropriations from the 
general fund during the course of any fiscal year the sum total of which is 
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in excess of the sum of twentyten thousand dollars ($210,000.00); or 

(iv) Upon petition by the First Selectman where the Board of Finance 
has failed to approve any petition as approved by the First Selectman.  

E. The Town Council shall act upon any such appropriation item not later 
than forty-five (45) calendar days after action thereon by the Board of Finance provided 
that its authority shall be limited to authorization of funds no greater than that requested 
by the First Selectman or approved by the Board of Finance, or as provided in 
subsection (ivd) above.  

F. Action of the Town Council with respect to the transfer of funds, 
appropriations from the general fund, and transfers from the Capital and Nonrecurring 
Fund, shall be subject to the provisions of chapter II, concerning approval by the First 
Selectman.   
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CHAPTER VI.  BOND ISSUES  

The Town shall have the power to issue bonds as provided in the General 
Statutes, provided however, that should the Board of Finance refuse to recommend a 
proposed bond issue or recommend the issuance of bonds in a lesser amount than 
proposed, then in such event, the Town Council shall be empowered to authorize the 
issuance of bonds without regard to the recommendation of the Board of Finance upon 
two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the entire membership of the Town Council. The 
Board of Finance shall be deemed to have refused to recommend a bond issue as 
provided in this chapter if it shall not have recommended the same within thirty (30) 
calendar days after a request for action on a proposed bond issue shall have been 
made to said Board by the Town Council.  Action by the Town Council with respect to 
bond issues shall be subject to the provisions of chapter II concerning approval by the 
First Selectman. 
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CHAPTER VII.  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Section 1.  Board of Finance. 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Board of Finance 
consisting of six (6) members who shall be elected for terms of four (4) years each and 
three (3) alternate members. Three (3) members shall be elected for full terms at each 
Town election. The provisions of minority representation as set forth under section 9-
167a, of the General Statutes as amended, shall apply to the Board of Finance and 
each political party may nominate and elect as many members of the Board of Finance 
as shall be permitted by the minority representation provisions of said section 9-167a.  
Each alternate member shall be appointed by the Town Council to serve for a term of 
three (3) years.  The term of one (1) alternate member shall expire each year. There 
shall be at least one (1) alternate member from the Democratic party and one (1) 
alternate member from the Republican party. 

B. Powers and duties. The Board of Finance shall have the powers granted 
and the duties imposed by this Charter together with the powers granted and the duties 
imposed by the General Statutes on boards of finance except to the extent that the 
latter may be inconsistent with or in conflict with any of the provisions of this Charter. 

C. Internal Auditor. The Board of Finance shall appoint an internal finance 
and operations auditor.  Upon the direction of the Board of Finance, the Auditor shall 
have the authority to audit the finances and operations of any Trumbull government 
entity, included but not limited to, the Town, the Board of Education, Enterprise Funds, 
Special Agency Accounts and any other government entity receiving and/or spending 
use charges and any other income.  The Auditor shall present his/her reports to the 
Board of Finance.   

Section 2.  Board of Assessment Appeals 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Board of Assessment 
Appeals, which shall consist of three (3) members, each of whom shall be elected for a 
term of six (6) years. One (1) member shall be elected for a full term at each Town 
election.  There shall be two (2) alternate members appointed by the First Selectman 
subject to the approval of the Town Council.  No more than one (1) alternate member 
shall be appointed from any one (1) party.  

B. Powers and duties. Board of Assessment Appeals shall have all the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Boards of Assessment Appeals. 

Section 3.  Board of Education.  

A. Composition and Election. The Board of Education shall continue as established, 
subject to and pursuant to the General Statutes, consisting of seven (7) members, each 
of whom shall be elected for a two (2) year term. Commencing with the 2021 election, 
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the Board of Education shall be composed of eight (8) members.  

 Each political party may nominate candidates for election as members of the 
Board of Education as provided in section 9-204a of the General Statutes, provided 
however that not more than one-half (1/2) of the total membership shall be registered 
with the same political party. 

 In the 2021 election, four (4) members shall be elected for a two (2) year term.  
Not more than one-half (1/2) of those members elected shall be registered with the 
same political party.  In the 2021 election, four (4) members shall be elected for a four 
(4) year term.  Not more than one-half (1/2) of those members elected shall be 
registered with the same political party.   

 Commencing with the 2023 election, all members shall be elected for a four (4) 
year term. 

B.   Powers and Duties. The Board of Education shall have all of the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by the General Statutes on Boards of Education. 

A. Composition and election.  Except as provided herein, the Board of 
Education shall continue as established, subject to and pursuant to the General 
Statutes, consisting of seven (7) resident electors, six (6) of whom shall be elected for 
terms of four (4) years, and one (1) of whom shall be elected for a term of two (2) years.  
Commencing with the election occurring in November 2015, the Board of Education 
shall consist of seven (7) members, who shall be elected to concurrent two (2) year 
terms. 

B. Minority representation and voting.  In accordance with section 9-167a of 
the Connecticut General Statutes, not more than five (5) members of the Board of 
Education shall be members of the same political party.  Notwithstanding the provisions 
of Chapter VIII, Section 4 of this Charter, electors may vote for up to seven (7) 
candidates for the Board of Education. 

C. Transition election.  At the election occurring in November 2013, four (4) 
members shall be elected for terms of two (2) years, and electors may vote for up to 
four (4) candidates.  At the election occurring in November 2015 and thereafter, all 
seven (7) members of the Board of Education shall be elected for concurrent terms of 
two (2) years. 

D.C. Powers and duties. The Board of Education shall have all the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by law on boards of education. 

Section 4.  Library Board. 

A. Composition. The Town shall have a Library Board, which shall consist of 
nine (9) members. 

B. Appointment. Each member of the Board shall be appointed for a term of 
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three (3) years and the terms of three (3) members shall expire each year. All nine (9) 
members shall be appointed by the First Selectman provided however that two (2) of 
the members shall be appointed by the First Selectman upon the recommendation of 
the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial Library. The First Selectman shall, 
not less than thirty (30) calendar days prior to the expiration of the term of any member 
so recommended or upon any earlier termination of the term of any members so 
recommended, give notice to the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial 
Library that such a vacancy has occurred or that the term of such a member is about to 
expire. Should the governing body of the Fairchild-Nichols Memorial Library fail to make 
a recommendation for appointment within thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of such 
notice,  the First Selectman shall have the right to make the appointment or fill the 
vacancy without the recommendation. 

C. Powers and duties. The Board shall be vested with the power to manage 
the public library system of the Town. Such Board shall have such additional powers 
and duties as are granted to library boards pursuant to the Statutes of the State of 
Connecticut. 

Section 5.  Planning and Zoning Commission. 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Planning and Zoning 
Commission, which shall consist of five (5) members and three (3) alternate members. 
Each of the regular members shall be elected for a term of five (5) years. Each of the 
alternate members shall be appointed by the Town Council to serve for a term of three 
(3) years. The term of one (1) regular member and one (1) alternate member shall 
expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have all 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on planning and zoning 
commissions. 

Section 6.  Zoning Board of Appeals. 

A. Composition and election. The Town shall have a Zoning Board of 
Appeals, which shall consist of five (5) regular members and three (3) alternate 
members. Each of the regular members shall be elected for a term of five (5) years. 
Each of the alternate members shall be appointed by the Town Council to serve for a 
term of three (3) years. The term of one (1) regular member and one (1) alternate 
member shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have all the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on zoning boards of appeals. The 
Zoning Enforcement Officer appointed by the Planning and Zoning Commission shall 
act as zoning enforcement officer for the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Section 7.  Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
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Commission shall continue as established subject to and pursuant to the General 
Statutes and ordinances of the Town and shall be composed of seven (7) regular and 
three (3) alternate members all of whom shall be appointed by the First Selectman with 
the approval of the Town Council for a term of three (3) years. No more than two (2) 
alternate members shall both be members of the same political party.  

One (1) member shall be appointed from among the members of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission whose term of office shall be concurrent with his/her term of 
office on the Planning and Zoning Commission but in no case to exceed three (3) years. 
The terms of two (2) regular members-at-large and one (1) alternate member shall 
expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. Said Commission shall have all the powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by the General Statutes and by the ordinances of the Town. 

Section 8.  Police Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Police Commission, 
which shall consist of five (5) members who shall be recommended by the First 
Selectman and appointed by the Town Council. The terms of members serving on the 
Police Commission as of November, 2020 shall not be changed. If the seat of a member 
serving as of November, 2020 becomes vacant, the vacancy shall be filled by the Town 
Council, upon recommendation of the First Selectman, for the balance of that term. One 
member shall be appointed as of the first Monday of December, 2020, whose term shall 
be for five (5) years. Two members shall be appointed as of the first Monday in 
December, 2021, one of whose terms shall be for two (2) years and the other for five (5) 
years. Two members shall be appointed as of the first Monday in December, 2022, one 
of whose terms shall be for two (2) years and the other for five (5) years. Thereafter, all 
appointments shall be for a term of five (5) years.The Town shall have a Police 
Commission which shall consist of six (6) members who shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman for a term of three (3) years, two (2) of which terms shall expire each year. 
The First Selectman shall be a member of said Commission, ex officio, but shall have 
no vote in the proceedings of said Commission except in case of a tie vote of the entire 
membership of the Commission. 

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall have general management and 
control of the Police Department and all apparatus, equipment and premises owned or 
used by the Town for police purposes, and shall have the powers conferred or imposed 
by law on Police Commissions.  

The Commission shall fix the number of members of the Department and 
designate one who shall be Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall be the chief 
administrative officer of the Department and shall be responsible to the Commission for 
the efficiency of the Department and the execution of all laws, rules and regulations 
prescribed by statute or Town ordinance, or by the Commission. The Commission shall 
make such rules for the government of the Police Department as it may deem 
necessary consistent with the provisions hereto.  
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The Commission shall appoint and prescribe the duties of regular, special and 
auxiliary police officers and shall prescribe appropriate qualifications for such 
appointments, which qualifications shall include qualifications similar to those for 
appointment in the State Police. All promotions in the Department shall be made from 
within the Department except that the appointment of a Chief of Police may be made 
from within or without the Department.  Any person appointed police officer shall remain 
in office during good behavior and until removed, suspended or disciplined by the Police 
Commission for cause after due written notice and hearing, which hearing shall be 
public at the option of the officer.  

The compensation of police officers shall be by salary, and no officer shall 
receive any fee for service in any criminal matter, unless otherwise authorized by law. 

C. Constables and police officers. 

(i) Three (3) constables shall be elected at each Town election to 
serve for a term of two (2) years. 

(ii) Constables shall have no authority in any criminal matter. Members 
of the Police Department shall have all of the authority as to service of 
criminal process and law enforcement vested by law in police officers and 
constables. 

D. Traffic authority. The Police Commission shall be the traffic authority, 
under the provisions of the General Statutes, for the Town. 

Section 9.  Board of Health. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Board of Health, 
which shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of 
five (5) years. The term of one (1) member shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Board of Health shall have all the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by law on boards of health. 

C. Director of Health. The Board of Health shall appoint a Director of Health 
who shall have a degree of Doctor of Medicine and shall have been licensed to practice 
medicine in this state for at least five (5) years, or a graduate degree in public health as 
a result of at least one (1) year's training, including at least sixty (60) hours in local 
public health administration, in a recognized school of public health or shall have such 
combination of training and experience as meets the approval of the Public Health 
Council. If the appointee is other than a licensed physician, the department of health 
must employ a licensed physician to perform those duties requiring a Medical Doctor 
(M.D.) license. The Director of Health shall have the powers and duties conferred or 
imposed upon directors of health by the General Statutes, the state sanitary code and 
otherwise imposed by law. He/she shall be head of the Health Department, shall be 
charged with enforcement of all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations with respect to 
the public health and shall have such other duties as may be prescribed by the Council 
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or the Board of Health. The Director of Health with the approval of the Board shall 
appoint and prescribe the duties of such personnel as may be necessary for the 
promotion, protection and preservation of the public health. The Board of Health shall 
advise the Director of Health on public health and related problems and shall coordinate 
all activities in the Town relating to the public health. 

D. This section shall not apply if the Town is a member of a regional board of 
health. 

Section 10.  Economic and Community Development Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have an Economic and 
Community Development Commission, which shall consist of nine (9) members 
appointed by the First Selectman each for a term of three (3) years. The terms of three 
(3) members shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall conduct research into business 
and industrial conditions in the Town and shall familiarize itself with the zoning laws of 
the Town and other communities in the state, and shall consult with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and such other agencies, official or otherwise, as may be 
concerned with the location of business and industry in the Town. The Economic 
Development Commission shall take such action as it may deem appropriate to 
encourage the location of desirable business and industry in suitable areas of the Town.  

The Commission may advertise and may prepare, print and distribute such 
books, maps, charts and pamphlets as in its judgment shall further its official purposes 
and shall have all of the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on 
development commissions. 

Section 11.  Parks and Recreation Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Parks and 
Recreation Commission, which shall consist of nine (9) members appointed by the First 
Selectman for three (3) year terms. The terms of three (3) members shall expire each 
year. 

B. Officers and employees. The Commission shall elect annually a 
Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary. It shall have the power to make rules and 
bylaws for the transaction of its business, and to appoint or employ such employees as 
it may deem necessary, except as provided in chapter III, section 12, and shall 
prescribe and define their respective duties. 

C. Duties in general. The Commission shall have the care, management, and 
control of all parks and grounds used for park and recreational purposes and all 
structures thereon, excepting the public golf courses located within the Town together 
with all structures and buildings thereon. It may improve and adorn said parks and 
grounds and do all things necessary and incidental to the development, care and 
maintenance thereof. The Commission shall have the power to make and alter from 
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time to time all needful rules and regulations for the maintenance of order, safety and 
decency in said parks and grounds, both within and without the limits of the Town, and 
affix penalties for disobedience thereof, provided however, that nothing herein shall 
prevent the Council from enacting ordinances concerning the maintenance of order, 
safety and decency in park areas. 

D. Power to regulate use of utilities. No sewer or utility line or device in 
connection therewith shall be laid, erected or otherwise constructed on property or 
grounds under the control of the Commission, without the prior written consent of the 
Commission, which may designate the place and the manner of constructing the same, 
and may provide that the same be altered at such time and in such manner and under 
such conditions as the Commission shall deem best. 

E. Power to consider gifts. The Commission shall consider the acceptance of 
gifts, donations, legacies or devises for park and/or recreation purposes, and 
recommend the acceptance or rejection thereof to the Town Council. 

F. Transition Terms.  The members of the Parks Commission and the 
Recreation Commission as of the effective date of this Charter shall remain in office as 
members of the Parks and Recreation Commission until their terms expire.  No 
appointments to the Parks and Recreation Commission shall be made until December 
2012, when the First Selectman shall appoint two (2) members for a term of three (3) 
years.  In December 2013, the First Selectman shall appoint three (3) members for a 
term of three (3) years.  In December of each subsequent year, the First Selectman 
shall appoint three (3) members for a term of three (3) years. 

Section 12.  Golf Course Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Golf Course 
Commission composed of nine (9) members, appointed by the First Selectman and 
approved by the Town Council, for three-year terms with three (3) terms expiring each 
year. 

B. Powers and duties. Subject to ordinance by the Town Council, the Golf 
Course Commission shall have the exclusive control and custody and exercise 
management of the public golf courses located within the Town, together with all 
structures and buildings located thereon. The Commission shall be charged with the 
responsibility of formulating policies relating to the operation of the golf courses, shall fix 
rules and regulations of play, hours of operation, fees and charges, and all other 
decisions necessary for the successful operation of said golf courses.  

Section 13.  Water Pollution Control Authority. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Water Pollution 
Control Authority which shall consist of five (5) members and two (2) alternate members 
who shall be appointed by the First Selectman. Each member shall serve for a term of 
five (5) years. Each alternate member shall serve for a term of two (2) years.  The term 
of one (1) member shall expire each year.  The two alternate members shall not both be 
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members of the same political party.   

B. Powers and duties. The Water Pollution Control Authority shall have all 
the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Water Pollution Control 
Authorities.  

Section 14.  Housing Authority. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Housing Authority, 
which shall consist of five (5) members, each of whom shall be appointed by the First 
Selectman to serve for a term of five (5) years. The term of one (1) member shall expire 
each year.  One (1) member shall be a resident of Stern Village. 

B. Powers and duties. The Housing Authority shall have all the powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by law on housing authorities. 

Section 15.  Civil Service Board. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Civil Service Board 
which shall consist of five (5) members, each appointed by the First Selectman for a 
term of five (5) years. The term of one (1) member shall expire every year. 

The Civil Service Board shall advertise, recruit and test for entrance in and 
promotion within the classified service in the Town of Trumbull. 

B. Political activity. No member of the Civil Service Board shall solicit any 
contribution to the campaign fund of any political party or candidate for public or party 
office or take part in the management of any political campaign or serve as a member of 
a committee of any political party. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect the right of 
a member of the Civil Service Board to register as a member of a political party, express 
his/her opinion and vote. 

C. If the Civil Service Board is requested to fill a position by the First 
Selectman and is unable to do so within six (6) months, the Human Resources Director 
shall have the option of filing the position directly. 

D. All elected officials and appointed employees who are subject to 
compensation and benefits shall follow Civil Service Rules for the purposes of benefits 
only. 

Section 16.  Pension Board. 

A. Composition and appointment. 

(i) The Town shall have a Pension Board, which shall consist of seven 
(7) voting members, one of whom shall be the Director of Finance and one 
of whom shall be the Town Treasurer.  One (1) and only one (1) of the 
remaining five (5) members shall be an employee of the Town and shall 
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be appointed by the First Selectman.  The other four (4) members shall be 
electors of the Town and shall be appointed by the Town Council. 

(ii) The term of one (1) member shall expire each year. 

B. Powers and duties. The Pension Board shall elect a Chairman and a 
Secretary annually. The Pension Board may appoint from their number or employ any 
other agent to receive and invest the contributions of the fund, or execute or deliver any 
instrument or make any payment in their behalf, and may employ such clerks, counsel, 
accountants, actuaries, trustees and investment advisors as may be required in carrying 
out the provisions of the plan. The Pension Board shall hold meetings upon such notice, 
at such time, and at such place, as it may determine.  

A majority of the members of the Pension Board at the time in office shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All resolutions or other actions 
taken by the Pension Board shall be by vote of a majority of those present at a meeting, 
but not less than three (3). However, payment of any monies from the fund may only be 
made upon approval of a majority of the entire membership of the Pension Board.  

No member of the Pension Board who is also an employee of the Town of 
Trumbull shall receive any compensation for his/her services as such, but the plan may 
reimburse any member for any necessary documented expenses incurred.  

The Pension Board shall from time to time establish rules for the administration 
of the plan and the transaction of its business. Except as herein otherwise expressly 
provided, the Pension Board shall have the exclusive right to interpret the plan and to 
decide any matters arising thereunder in connection with the administration of the plan. 
It shall endeavor to act by general rules so as not to discriminate in favor of any person. 
Its decisions and the records of the Pension Board shall be conclusive and binding upon 
the employer and all other persons having any interest under the plan.  

The Pension Board shall maintain accounts showing the fiscal transactions of the 
plan, and in connection therewith shall require the trustees to submit any necessary 
reports, and shall keep in convenient form such data as may be necessary for the 
determination of the assets and liabilities of the plan and giving a brief account of the 
operation of the plan for the past year.  Such report shall be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of the Pension Board where it shall be open to inspection by any participant 
of the plan.  

The members of the Pension Board and the officials of the Town shall be entitled 
to rely upon all certificates and reports made by any duly appointed trustee, accountant, 
and upon all opinions given by any duly appointed legal counsel. The members of the 
Pension Board and the officials of the Town shall be fully protected against any action 
taken in good faith in reliance upon any such certificates, reports or opinions. All actions 
so taken shall be conclusive upon each of them and upon all persons having any 
interest under the plan. No member of the Pension Board shall be personally liable by 
virtue of any instrument executed by him/her or on his/her behalf as a member of the 
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Pension Board or for any mistake of judgment made by himself/herself or any other 
member of the Pension Board or for any neglect, omission or wrongdoing of any other 
member or anyone employed by the Town or for any loss unless resulting from his/her 
own negligence or willful misconduct. Each member of the Pension Board shall be 
indemnified by the Town against expenses reasonably incurred by him/her in 
connection with any action to which he/she may be party by reason of his/her 
membership in the Pension Board, except in relation to matters as to which he/she shall 
be adjudged in such action to be liable for negligence or willful misconduct in the 
performance of his/her duty as such member. The foregoing right of indemnification 
shall be in addition to any other rights to which any such member may be entitled as a 
matter of law.  

The Town Council upon the recommendation of the Pension Board may by 
ordinance further provide for the retirement of Town elected officials and/or appointed 
employees.  

The Town Council, upon the recommendation of the Pension Board, may adopt 
such plans, types of plans or systems, altering, replacing or amending existing plans, 
types of plans or systems as it may deem advisable. 

Section 17.  Ethics Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have an Ethics 
Commission consisting of five (5) regular members and two (2) alternate members who 
shall be appointed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Town Council from the 
recommendations of the First Selectman. 

Each regular member shall have a five (5) year term.  One (1) term shall expire 
each year.  The first alternate member appointed shall have a one (1) year term.  The 
second alternate member appointed shall have a two (2) year term and the terms of all 
alternate members thereafter shall be two (2) years.  No more than a bare majority of 
the regular members shall be members of the same political party and the alternate 
members shall not both be members of the same political party.   

B. Powers and duties. The Ethics Commission shall have the following 
powers and duties: 

(i) It shall recommend a code of ethics (a “Code”) for adoption by the 
Town Council; and 

(ii) It shall investigate any complaints and make a determination of 
whether or not, in the discretion of the Ethics Commission, there have 
been any material violations of this Charter, ordinances of the Town, or of 
the Ccode of ethics adopted by the Town CouncilCharter; and 

(iii) It shall conduct such inquiries and proceedings as may be required 
and, thereafter, in appropriate cases, impose such sanctions as may be 
provided by the Town ethics code or by this Charter. 
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C. Code of ethics. The Town Council shall have the power and the duty to 
adopt, under its ordinance making power, and subject to the approval of the First 
Selectman required for ordinances, a Ccode of ethics which shall, except as otherwise 
provided by law, by this Charter, govern the conduct of all elected and appointed Town 
officials and all Town personnelemployees. For purposes hereof, “Town personnel” 
shall mean and include (i) all Town employees, (ii) members of the Board of Education 
and Board of Education employees, and (iii) members of all other Town Boards, 
Commissions, Committees and Authorities. The Ccode shall specify and designate 
ethical standards of conduct required of affected persons, prohibited activities, rules of 
procedure, and the sanctions that may be imposed for violations of the Ccode with the 
exception of those cases where violations of the Ccode may also involve criminal 
violations in which cases the matters involved, at the discretion of the Ethics 
Commission, may shall be referred to and reserved for appropriate criminal authorities. 
The power to investigate violations, to conduct hearings on any alleged violations, and 
to impose sanctions or otherwise enforce the cCode shall be vested in the Ethics 
Commission and in no other body or official of Town government. 

D. Procedure. The Ethics Commission shall, in the conduct of its activities, 
adhere to the confidentiality requirements of section 1-82a(a) through (e) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, and the Code, as the same may be amended from time 
to time. The provisions of the Code notwithstanding, the respondent shall be afforded 
the opportunity to cross examine the complainant and witnesses against the respondent 
and, failing such opportunity, the Ethics Commission may, in its discretion, dismiss the 
complaint. the statute and also the Ethics Commission and shall observe the following 
procedural rules:   

 Any person charged with any violation: 

 (i) Shall be promptly notified, in writing, of the charges against him/her 
and the provision of ethics code or Charter claimed to have been violated; 

 (ii) Shall be entitled to a hearing on the charges against him/her to be 
held, at his/her option, in public or in private, not later than forty-five (45) days after the 
notification of charges, or at any later time agreed upon by the Commission and the 
person charged; 

 (iii) Shall be entitled to confront his/her accuser and to cross examine 
witnesses against him; and 

 (iv) Shall be entitled to representation by counsel. 

Section 18.  Conservation Commission 

A. Composition and appointment 

(i) The town shall have a Conservation Commission, which shall 
consist of seven (7) members to be appointed by the First Selectman. 
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(ii) The terms shall be overlapping as follows:  two (2) for two (2) 
years, three (3) for three (3) years, and two (2) for four (4) years.  The 
committee shall elect its own Chair and Vice Chair. 

B. Powers and duties.  The Conservation Commission is a science based 
advisory commission that shall supervise, protect and develop natural resources, 
including watershed resources, and the preservation of significant landscapes within its 
territories and borders.  The Conservation Commission shall have all powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by law pursuant to sSection 7-131a of the General Statutes of the 
State of Connecticut. 

Section 19.  Arts Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. 

(i) The Town shall have an Arts Commission, which shall consist of 
seven (7) members to be appointed by the First Selectman. 

(ii) Appointment to the Commission shall be for a term of five (5) years.  

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall plan, promote, organize, 
supervise, sponsor, and carry out cultural enrichment programs and activities for the 
Town. 

Section 20.  Emergency Medical Services Commission. 

A. Composition and appointment. 

(i) The Town shall have an Emergency Medical Services Commission, 
which shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the First 
Selectman. 

(ii) Appointment to the Commission shall be for a term of seven (7) 
years. The term of one (1) member shall expire each year. The First 
Selectman may fill any vacancy in the Commission for the unexpired term. 

B. Powers and duties. The Commission shall have the power in its discretion 
to provide a location for and to train and instruct sufficient personnel in order to properly 
maintain an emergency medical services delivery system for the Town of Trumbull. The 
Commission shall have the authority to design, develop, manage and administer an 
emergency medical services system for the Town of Trumbull and shall have all other 
powers and duties conferred or imposed on emergency medical services commissions 
by the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut or ordinances of the Town of 
Trumbull. 

Section 21.  Commission on Aging.  

A.  Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Commission on 
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Aging, which shall consist of eight (8) members appointed by the First Selectman for a 
term of two (2) years. No fewer than four (4) members shall be age 55 or older. No 
more than five (5) members shall be members of the same political party.  

B. Duties in general. The Commission shall study the conditions and needs 
of older adults in the community in relation to housing, economics, employment, health, 
recreation and other matters. It shall analyze the services for older adults provided by 
the community, both by public and private agencies, and shall make recommendations 
to the Town Council regarding the development and integration of public and private 
agencies, in cooperation with state and other services to the extent possible. The 
Commission shall also act as an advisory body to the Director of the Senior Center. The 
Commission shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by the General 
Statutes and the ordinances of the Town. 

C. Transition. All members of the Senior Citizen Commission as of November 
2020 shall be deemed members of the Commission on Aging and shall serve the 
remainder of their current terms. 

Section 22. Commission on Youth. 

A. Composition and appointment. The Town shall have a Commission on 
Youth consisting of six (6) members appointed by the First Selectman for a term of two 
(2) years. No more than four (4) members shall be members of the same political party. 
The Commission shall have two non-voting youth members appointed by the First 
Selectman for a term of one (1) year. 

B. Duties in General. The purpose of the Commission on Youth is to advise 
and assist the First Selectman with developing, planning, coordinating and/or 
conducting programs and/or activities that address the health, social, employment and 
general welfare needs of the youth of the Town of Trumbull. Such programs and 
activities shall avoid unnecessary duplication of those provided by public and private 
agencies. The Commission shall act as an advisory body to the Director of Parks and 
Recreation and any other Town department, except the Board of Education, charged 
with providing services and programs to the youth of our Community. The Commission 
shall act as an advocate for youth programs and expenditures before the Board of 
Finance and the Town Council during budget preparation. The Commission shall have 
all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by the General Statutes and the 
ordinances of the Town. 

Section 23. Organizations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees.  

Each Board, Commission and Committee shall, within thirty (30) days after the 
first (1st) Monday of December in each year, as to regular boards, commissions, and 
committees, and within thirty (30) days after their formation, as to special committees, 
hold an organization meeting at which it shall elect from their number a chairman and 
secretary and such other officers as it may deem necessary and adopt a meeting 
schedule for the ensuing year. The activities of each such Board, Commission or 
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Committee shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order. 

Section 242.  Compensation.  

Members of all boards, commissions and committees shall serve without 
compensation unless otherwise provided by the Town Council. 

Section 253.  Official conduct. 

A. Conflict of interest. Any elected or appointed officer or any employee of 
the Town who has a special financial interest, direct or indirect, in any contract, 
transaction or decision before a board or committee of the Town Council, or any board, 
commission or committee, or special committee of the Town shall disclose, prior to 
participation on that issue, that interest to the First Selectman or to the chairman of the 
body involved who shall cause such disclosure to be recorded upon the official minutes 
of the body. 

B. Gratuities. No elected or appointed official or employee of the Town shall 
solicit or accept any compensation or gratuity in the form of money or otherwise, from 
any person, firm or corporation, which might tend to influence him/her or might appear 
to influence him/her in the discharge of his/her duties, provided, that nothing herein shall 
prohibit an official or employee of the Town from accepting a publicly offered reward for 
meritorious conduct or achievement in the performance of his/her duties. 

C. Violations. Any employee or official who willfully violates any of the 
provisions of this Charter, ordinances of the Town or code of ethics adopted by the 
Town Council shall, be subject to disciplinary action by the Ethics Commission 
including, but not limited to, suspension or, in appropriate cases, removal from office or 
discharge from employment. 

C.D. Removal of appointees. The appointing authority may remove any 
member of an appointed commission or board for failing to participate in at least fifty 
(50) percent of the meetings in a fiscal year or failing to participate in three (3) 
consecutive meetings. 

Section 264.  Public meetings and records. 

The meetings of the Town Council and of all boards, commissions, committees 
and all of their committees or subcommittees shall be open to the public except when 
the body goes into executive session. A body may go into executive session only when 
authorized by applicable State law.  

A body shall go into executive session only after a vote taken in open meeting, 
specifying the purposes of the executive session and identifying those who should be in 
attendance and the purpose therefor. Any meeting or session to which a member of the 
news media or any member of the general public is admitted shall be open to the entire 
public.  
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Every board, commission and committee shall keep an accurate record of its 
acts, votes, meetings and proceedings. Such records shall be public and shall be open 
for inspection as provided by the General Statutes. 

All boards, commissions and committees shall follow posting requirements for all 
meetings as stated in Chapter II, section 5B. 
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CHAPTER VIII.  ELECTORAL PROCESS 

Section 1.  Eligibility.  

No person shall be eligible to hold elective office or to serve on any board, 
commission or committee of the Town unless he/she is an elector of the Town. A 
person holding an elective office or appointive office shall not hold any other elective or 
appointive office in the Town provided, however, that members of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission may serve on the Development Commission. This section shall not 
apply if otherwise provided by ordinance or State Statute and shall not apply to 
temporary boards, commissions or committees appointed for special purposes by the 
Council or by the First Selectman. Should a person serving on any board, commission 
or committee, holding an elective office cease to reside in or be an elector of the Town, 
his/her office shall thereupon become vacant. 

Section 2.  Oaths of Office.  

Prior to commencing his/her duties, every official of the Town, whether elected or 
appointed, shall be sworn to the faithful performance thereof, and evidence of such oath 
shall be recorded with the Town Clerk, by the person administering such oath. 

Section 3.  Biennial Town elections.  

A meeting of the electors for election of Town officers shall be held on the first 
(1st) Tuesday after the first (1st) Monday in November in each odd numbered year, and 
shall constitute the Town election referred to in this Charter. Except as otherwise 
provided by law or provided herein, all terms of office shall begin on the first (1st) 
Monday in December, 12:01 a.m., and, subject to the same exception, all terms of office 
shall continue until the first (1st) Monday in December following the term for which they 
were appointed or elected, and until successors to the incumbents thereof have been 
elected or appointed and qualified. When an election or appointment day falls upon a 
holiday it shall be postponed to the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday. 

Section 4.  Minority Representationajority Limitation 

The determination of the number of members of any one (1) political party to be 
appointed or elected under this Charter shall be made as provided in Section 9-167a of 
the General Statutes, as amendedRev. of 2001. The provisions of this section shall 
have no application to the Town Council.  Unless specifically required by the General 
Statutes or by other provision of this Charter, nNo party may nominate for office more 
candidates for any board or commission than the number determined in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 9-167a of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended. 
No person may vote for more candidates to serve on any board or commission than the 
largest number that any political party may nominate. Subject to the exceptions 
specifically listed in this section, the maximum number of members of any elected or 
appointed board, commission, committee or similar body of the Town who may be 
members of the same political party shall be as specified in the following table: 
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TOTAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MAXIMUM FROM 
ONE PARTY 

3 2 

4 3 

5 4 

6 4 

7 5 

8 5 

9 6 

more than 9 two-thirds (2/3) of 
total membership 

 

No more than a bare majority of the regular members of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, Planning and Zoning Commission and Housing Authority shall be members of 
the same political party. No more than a bare majority of the alternate members of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning and Zoning Commission shall be members of 
the same political party.  

Section 5.  Vacancies. 

A. For the purposes of this section 5, a vacancy shall occur upon: 

(i) The receipt by the Town Clerk of the incumbent's written resignation; 

(ii) The death of the incumbent; 

(iii) The incumbent's ceasing to reside in or be an elector of the Town. 

B. The Town Clerk shall, within forty-eight (48) hours of notice of a vacancy, post 
a public notice of the vacancy on the home page of the Town website. For purposes of 
the previous sentence, notice of a vacancy shall be defined as when the Town Clerk 
learns of a vacancy or, in the case of resignation, the receipt by the Town Clerk of the 
incumbent’s written resignation. 

C. A vacancy in any office, board or commission subject to appointment shall be 
filled for the unexpired portion of the term by the appointing authority herein designated. 

D. A vacancy in the Office of the First Selectman shall be filled as provided in 
chapter III, section 3. 

E. A vacancy in an elective office, board or commission other than the Council 
shall be filled as follows: 

(i) By special election if a petition therefor is filed with the Town Clerk, as 
provided by law, within ten (10) days after notice of such vacancy has been posted on 
the Town website in accordance with subparagraph (b), supra; but in such event, the 
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First Selectman shall have the right to fill the vacancy until said special election is held. 

(ii) By appointment by the First Selectman in the event such a petition for 
special election is not filed in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (C)(i), 
supra, unless otherwise required by State law. 

F. Persons appointed by the First Selectman to fill vacancies in elected boards or 
commissions or elective offices shall be of the same political party, if any, as the person 
vacating the office. 

A. A vacancy in any office, board or commission subject to appointment shall 
be filled for the unexpired portion of the term by the appointing authority herein 
designated. 

B. A vacancy in the Office of the First Selectman shall be filled as provided in 
chapter III, section 3. 

C. A vacancy in an elective office, board or commission other than the 
Council shall be filled as follows: 

(i) By special election if a petition therefor is filed with the Town Clerk, 
as provided by law, within ten (10) days after such vacancy has occurred; 
but in such event, the First Selectman shall have the right to fill the 
vacancy until said special election is held. 

(ii) By appointment by the First Selectman in the event such a petition 
for special elections are not filed in accordance with the provisions of 
subparagraph (C)(1), supra, unless otherwise required by State law. 

D. For the purposes of this section 5, a vacancy shall occur upon: 

(i) The receipt by the Town Clerk of the incumbent's written 
resignation; 

(ii) The death of the incumbent; 

(iii) The incumbent's ceasing to reside in or be an elector of the Town. 

E.F. Persons appointed by the First Selectman to fill vacancies in elected 
boards or commissions or elective offices shall be of the same political party, if any, as 
the person vacating the office. 

Section 6.  Initiative. 

A. Initiative, power, scope, procedure. Special elections for the purpose of 
voting on any question within the legislative authority of the Council, except measures 
levying a tax for, or appropriating money for, the annual budget; measures levying 
assessments on property specially benefited thereby, and measures specifying the 
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compensation or hours of work of officials or employees of the Town, shall be called 
whenever a number of electors equal to at least ten percent (10%) of those entitled to 
vote in the previous municipal election petition therefor. The petition shall be circulated, 
filed and certified in the manner specified in the provisions of section 9 governing 
referendum petitions, and shall recite the resolution or resolutions to be voted upon in 
substantially the following manner, except as otherwise prohibited by State Statute:  

We, the undersigned electors of the Town of Trumbull, initiate by petition the 
following resolution (or resolutions):  

(Here insert the text of each resolution.)  

We certify that we are electors of the Town of Trumbull residing at the addresses 
set opposite our names. 

 

Name Address 

________ ________ 

________ ________ 

 

B. Sufficiency of petition. If the petition is certified to have the requisite 
number of signatures, it shall forthwith be transmitted to the Council. If the petition is 
certified to lack the requisite number of signatures, it may be made sufficient within ten 
(10) days from the date of such certificate. If the petition is thereafter found insufficient, 
it shall be returned to the person filing the same without prejudice to the filing of a new 
petition to the same effect. 

C. Action by Council. Upon receipt of said petition, the Chairman of the 
Council shall cause the resolution to be warned for a special meeting or the next regular 
meeting of the Council. The Council shall (1) adopt such resolution or resolutions at 
such meeting without substantial alteration, in which event the petition shall become 
void, or (2) fail to adopt such resolution, resolutions or any of them, in which event the 
Town Clerk shall call a special election to be held within thirty (30) calendar days after 
the meeting, unless a regular election is to be held within ninety (90) calendar days 
thereafter, and, at such special or regular election, the resolution or resolutions shall be 
submitted to a vote of the electors and, subject to the limitation in subsection D, as 
hereinafter provided, if a majority of those voting on any such resolution vote in favor 
thereof, such resolution shall be deemed adopted, or (3) adopt a competing resolution 
or resolutions, in which event an election shall be held as specified in (2) above, at 
which the electors may adopt the petitioners' resolution, the Council's resolution or no 
resolution, the result to be determined, subject to the limitation in subsection D, as 
hereinafter provided, by a plurality of the votes cast. 
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D. Vote required to effect initiative. Unless a total of at least ten percent 
(10%) of the electors entitled to vote on the proposed initiative measure vote at the 
election on the proposed measure or measures, such proposed measures shall not 
become effective and the result shall be void. 

E. Form of question--Ballot title. Proposed measures shall be submitted by 
ballot title. There shall appear upon the official ballot a ballot title which may be distinct 
from the legal title of any such proposed measure and which shall be a clear, concise 
statement, without argument or prejudice, descriptive of the substance of the measure. 
Ballots and ballot labels shall be prepared by the Town Clerk, subject to the approval of 
the Town Attorney as to form, in such a manner as to present as clearly as possible the 
issue to be voted upon. 

F. Payment into public treasury. No resolution may be proposed through the 
initiative within one (1) year of a rejection at the polls of a substantially similar measure 
proposed through the initiative, when in the opinion of the Town Attorney the new 
measure is substantially the same as that rejected, unless the petitioners first pay into 
the public treasury all expenses of the preceding referendum. 

G. No veto power. The First Selectman has no veto power on any resolution 
proposed through the initiative and adopted by the Council or at a regular or special 
election. 

H. Finality in vote of the people. Any resolution proposed by initiative petition 
and adopted by vote of the people shall not be repealed, annulled, set aside, 
suspended or in any way made inoperative or amended except by vote of the people for 
the term of the Council then in office. 

Section 7.  Referendum. 

A. Right of Referendum. 

(i) The people of the Town shall have the right to approve, disapprove 
or modify at the polls any specific measure passed by the Council and any 
annual budget deemed adopted by the Council pursuant to chapter IV section 3, 
except any specific measure: 

(a) Appropriating money, other than by way of the annual 
budget, for a single purpose, in an amount less than one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000.00); and 

(b) Levying assessments on property especially benefited 
thereby. 

(ii) Such right provided in this section shall be known as the 
referendum and shall be invoked and exercised as herein provided. 

B. Petition requirements. 

(i) Petitions for referendum shall be filed within twenty-five (25) 
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calendar days following posting on the town website publication of notice 
of adoption of an emergency measure or prior to the effective date of any 
other specific measure, including budget adoption. 

(ii) Said petitions shall be signed by electors of the Town in a number 
not less than five percent (5%) of the number of electors. 

(iii) Said petition shall contain the following: 

(a) Signatures and addresses of the electors as they appeared 
on the last completed voter registration list; 

(b) Date of said signatures; and 

(c) A request that such specific measure be disapproved, or an 
annual budget item as hereinafter defined or appropriation be 
increased or decreased by referring same to a vote of the electors 
of the Town. 

(iv) Said petition shall be circulated, filed and certified in the manner as 
specified in the provisions of chapter VIII, section 9, governing special 
referendum petitions. 

(v) Any such petition shall be directed at a specific measure, 
appropriation, or any item or items in the annual budget. For purposes of 
referendum only, item is defined herein as any specific section of the 
annual budget which is designated by an individual account number such 
as: 

(a) General government--01-00-00 

(b) Town Council--01-10-01 

(vi) A petition for a referendum concerning a specific appropriation of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more or the annual budget 
shall set forth each item as to which a vote is requested with the amount 
that the petitioner desires to have increased or decreased. 

(vii) If the Town Clerk shall certify the petition for referendum to be 
sufficient, the Town Clerk shall call a special election on the request or 
requests contained therein not more than thirty (30) calendar days after 
said petition is filed with the Town Clerk. 

(viii) The Town Clerk shall provide standardized referendum petition 
forms which shall be available to the public at the Town Clerk's office 
during regular working hours. 

C. Limitation on budget referendum. 
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(i) No petition shall request an increase for any item in the budget 
which exceeds the greatest of the following: 

(a) The amount proposed by the First Selectman; 

(b) The amount recommended by the Board of Finance; or 

(c) Ten percent (10%) over the amount adopted by the Council. 

(ii) No petition shall request a decrease of any item in the budget 
which is less than the least of the following: 

(a) The amount proposed by the First Selectman; 

(b) The amount recommended by the Board of Finance; 

(c) The amount appropriated for said items in the budget for the 
prior fiscal year. 

(iii) In no event shall this section be construed to authorize a 
referendum on the entire annual budget listed as a single item. 

D. Voting procedure. 

(i) At any such special election, the polls shall be open for voting in 
accordance with State law, but the hours for voting may be increased at 
the discretion of the Council. 

(ii) Voting in such election shall be recorded by voting in such method 
as may be required by the General Statutesmachine or paper ballot at the 
discretion of the Registrar of Voters. 

(iii) Form of ballots: 

(a) The question(s) to be voted on at each paper ballots or 
voting machine ballot labels used for a referendum with respect to 
any appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) 
or more or the annual budget shall state separately each 
appropriation or budget item referred to in substantially the 
following form: "Shall an appropriation (or budget item) adopted by 
the Council on (date of appropriation or budget item) in the sum of 
$________ for (here state the purpose of said appropriation or 
budget item) be increased (or decreased) to the sum of 
$________?" (or such other form as shall in the opinion of the 
Town Clerk appropriately state the question to be voted on). 

(b) The paper ballots or voting machine ballot labels used for 
any other referenda shall be submitted by ballot label. There shall 
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appear upon the official ballot the question to be voted ona ballot 
label, which may be distinct from the legal title of any such 
proposed measure, and which shall be a clear, concise statement 
without argument or prejudice, descriptive of the substance of the 
measure. Ballot questions and ballot labels shall be prepared by 
the Town Clerk, subject to the approval of the Town Attorney as to 
form, in such a manner as to present as clearly as possible the 
issue to be voted upon. 

(iv) The voting machine, paper ballot shall provide a means of voting 
"yes" or "no" on each question so presented. 

E. Requirements of referendum vote. 

(i) All referenda shall be decided by a majority of the electors voting 
thereon, provided that the number of votes cast shall exceed fifteen 
percent (15%) of the number of electors on the last completed voter 
registration list. 

F. Appropriation after referendum. 

(i) If a referendum vote increases or decreases a single budget item 
with its own account number, the budget shall be deemed amended in 
accordance with said vote, and effective on said date. 

(ii) If a referendum vote increases or decreases any budget item which 
consists of more than one (1) single item each with its own account 
number then: 

(a) Not later than five (5) days after certification of the votesaid 
referendum vote, the Board of Finance shall make its 
recommendations to the Council for modification of individual items 
within said item so affected. 

(b) Not later than ten (10) days after certification of the votesaid 
referendum vote, the Council shall modify the individual items 
within said item so affected and shall adopt the amount budgeted, 
which shall be effective on said date, provided however, neither the 
Council, nor the Board of Finance shall modify the total 
appropriation as set by the referendum vote on said item. 

G. Emergency measures. Emergency measures shall be subject to 
referendum in the same manner as other measures, except that they shall not be 
suspended from taking effect while the referendum proceedings are pending. If, upon 
submission to a vote of the electors, an emergency measure is rejected, all rights, 
privileges, powers and duties conferred by it shall be null and void; provided any 
payment made or expenses incurred in accordance with the measure prior to the 
certification of a petition thereon shall not be affected thereby. 
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H. Publication and Posting. Prior to any referendum election the Town Clerk 
shall cause the text of each measure affected to be: 

(i)  printed twice in a newspaper having a circulation in the Town, the first 
(1st) printing to be not fewerless than seven (7) days prior to such election and 
the second (2nd) printing to be not fewerless than two (2) days nor more than six 
(6) days prior to such election, and 

H. (ii) posted on the Town website not fewer than seven (7) days prior to 
such election. 

I. Effect on Council. Any referendum vote as provided herein rejecting any 
measure shall not be amended, repealed, annulled, set aside, suspended nor in any 
way made inoperative by the Council during the term of said Council; but such 
enactment may be amended or repealed at any general, regular or special election by 
direct vote of the people thereon. The Council may, on its own initiative, submit for 
referendum vote at a special or general election any measure which would amend or 
rescind a measure previously adopted or rejected by referendum vote during its term. 
Said election shall be held at the discretion of the Town Clerk at the direction of the 
Chairman of the Council within ninety (90) calendar days following the vote of the 
Council. 

Section 8.  Special Referendum Requirements 

A. Right of referendum. 

(i) The people of the Town shall have the right to approve or 
disapprove any annual budget deemed adopted by the Council pursuant 
to chapter IV of this Charter.  The right provided in this section shall be 
known as the Budget Referendum and may be invoked and exercised as 
herein provided. 

B. Petition Requirements. 

(i) Petitions for referendum may be filed with the Town Clerk within 
twenty-five (25) calendar days following posting on the town 
websitepublication of notice of the adoption of the annual budget. 

(ii) Said petitions shall be signed by electors of the Town in a number 
not less than five (5%) percent of the number of electors who voted during 
the previous municipal election. 

(iii) Said petitions shall contain the following: 

(a) Signatures and addresses of the electors as they appeared 
on the last completed voter registration list; and 

(b) The date of each signature. 
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(iv) Each page of said petition shall contain a statement, signed under 
penalties of perjury, by the person who circulated the same, setting forth 
such circulator’s name and address, and stating that each person whose 
name appears on said page signed the same in person in the presence of 
the circulator, satisfactorily identified himself/herself to the circulator, and 
that the signatures on said page were obtained not earlier than the date of 
notice of the adoption of the annual budget.  Any page of petition which 
does not contain such a statement by the circulator shall be invalid.  Any 
circulator who makes a false statement on a petition shall be subject to 
penalties provided in the Connecticut General Statutes. 

(v) Upon the receipt of any such petitions, the Town Clerk shall 
forthwith sign and give the person submitting the same a receipt in 
duplicate stating the number of pages so filed and the date and the time of 
filing.  The Town Clerk shall indicate on each page of each such petition 
the date and time of filing, the number of signers thereon who were 
electors on the last completed voting list in the Town and shall forthwith 
certify, in a book to be kept for that purpose, the number of such signers 
and the percentage they constitute of the number of electors who voted 
during the previous municipal election.  Such certificate shall conclude 
with a statement by the Town Clerk as to whether or not the petition is 
sufficient for the purpose intended.  In checking the signatures on the 
petition pages, the Town Clerk shall reject any name if such name does 
not appear on the last-completed list of electors.  Such rejections shall be 
indicated by placing an “R” before the names rejected.  The Town Clerk 
shall place a check mark before each name to indicate approval.   No 
other marks shall be placed on any petition page.  Petitions shall be 
preserved for a period of five (5) years, or such longer period as may be 
required by law, and then destroyed. 

(vi) If the Town Clerk shall certify the petition for referendum to be 
sufficient, the Town Clerk shall call a special election on the request or 
requests contained therein not more than thirty (30) calendar days after 
said petitions are filed with the Town Clerk. 

(vii) The Town Clerk shall provide standardized referendum petition 
forms which shall be available to the public at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during regular business hours. 

C. Voting Procedure.  Voting at such election shall be in accordance with 
state law, provided that the hours for voting may be increased at the discretion of the 
Town Council. 

D. Form of Question.  The voting ballots or voting machines shall state the 
following question:  “Shall the annual budget of $____________ [amount of adopted 
budget], as adopted by the Trumbull Town Council on ____________ [date of adoption] 
be rejected and replaced with a budget that does not exceed $__________ [amount of 
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current year budget, as of the same date the Town Council adopted next year’s budget, 
plus three and one half percent (3.5%)]?”  The voting machine or paper ballot shall 
provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question so presented. 

E. Procedure after Referendum. 

(i) If the number of votes cast in the affirmative shall not constitute a 
majority of the votes, the annual budget as adopted by the Town Council 
shall be the final budget. 

(ii) If the number of votes cast is at least five (5%) percent of the 
number of electors, and the majority of votes cast are in favor of the 
referendum, the budget shall be deemed rejected and returned to the First 
Selectman, who shall revise the budget such that the total budget shall not 
exceed the amount specified in the referendum.  The First Selectman shall 
submit the Revised Budget to the Board of Finance within ten (10) days 
following the certification of the result of the Referendum. 

(iii) Within ten (10) days following the revision of the Budget by the First 
Selectman, the Board of Finance shall conduct a public hearing in 
accordance with Chapter IV, Section 2 of this Charter, and may make 
further revisions as it deems appropriate, so long as the budget does not 
exceed the amount specified in the referendum, and shall submit the 
Revised Budget to the Town Council. 

(iv) Upon receipt of the Revised Budget from the Board of Finance, the 
Town Council shall proceed in accordance with the provisions set forth in 
Chapter IV, Section 3 of this Charter, and complete its duties within ten 
(10) days of its receipt of the Revised Budget from the Board of Finance, 
provided, however, that the Town Council shall not increase the total 
Revised Budget so as to exceed the amount specified in the referendum. 

F. The Revised Budget shall be deemed the final adopted Budget as of 5:00 
p.m. of the day following the approval by the Town Council. 

G. There shall be no further right to referendum on the Budget after the 
referendum and approval of the Revised Budget in accordance with this Section 8. 

H. Any expenditure reduced pursuant to this referendum cannot be restored 
in part or in full by way of supplemental appropriation without a minimum two-thirds (2/3) 
approval by the Board of Finance and the Town Council. 

Section 9.  Bonded Debt. 

A. Refinancing of existing bonded debt, at comparable or lower rates, shall 
not be subject to referendum.  All other issuance of bonded debt (whether or not 
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combined with a refinancing package) shall be subject” to referendum as follows: 

B. For debt taken out for all purposes (including but not limited to education, 
construction, golf course or other enterprise fund debt) referendum must be held for all 
projects exceeding $15 million. The $15 million amount shall be indexed annually in 
January using the annual Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for 
the Northeast Region, with $15 million and the 2020 annual CPI-U for the Northeast 
Region used as the baseline for the calculation. If the indexing calculation results in an 
amount lower than $15 million, the floor for the referendum requirement will remain at 
$15 million. The indexed amount will be by vote of the Board of Finance and approval 
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Town Council.  A single project cannot be bonded in 
multiple smaller amounts in order to avoid this referendum provision.     

C. Voting Procedure.  Voting at such election shall be in accordance with 
state law, provided that the hours for voting may be increased at the discretion of the 
Town Council. 

D. Form of Question.  The ballots shall state the following question:  “Shall 
the proposed bond issue in the amount of $____________ [amount of adopted], as 
adopted by the Trumbull Town Council on ____________ [date of adoption] be 
approved. The ballot shall provide means of voting “yes” or “no” on the question so 
presented. 

E. Procedure after Referendum. A simple majority of those voting will 
determine whether the issuance of the bond issue is approved.  However, if the number 
of votes cast is not at least five (5%) percent of the number of eligible electors, then the 
bond issue shall be deemed approved. 

F. Any bonded debt proposed that is not approved by referendum cannot be 
brought up again for referendum until the later of (1) The next Municipal election, or (2) 
One (1) year.Section 9.  Bonded Debt. 

A. Refinancing of existing bonded debt, at comparable or lower rates, shall 
not be subject to referendum.  All other issuance of bonded debt (whether or not 
combined with a refinancing package) shall be subject to referendum as follows: 

B. For debt taken out for all purposes (including but not limited to education, 
construction, golf course or other enterprise fund debt):  A referendum must be held for 
all projects exceeding $15 million.  A single project cannot be bonded in multiple smaller 
amounts in order to avoid this referendum provision  A simple majority of those voting 
will determine whether the issuance is approved or not.   

A. Any bonded debt proposed that is not approved by referendum cannot be 
brought up again for referendum until the later of (1) The next Municipal election, or (2) 
One (1) year. 
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Section 10.  Registrar of Voters. 

A Registrar of Voters for each political party having ten percent (10%) of the 
votes cast at the previous election shall be elected at the state election as provided in 
the General Statutes. Registrars of voters shall have all the powers and duties 
conferred or imposed by law on registrars of voters. Deputy registrars of voters may be 
appointed as provided in the General Statutes. 
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CHAPTER IX.  ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT PROCEDURES 

Section 1.  Rights of Present Employees. 

Any laws in force on the effective date of this Charter, not inconsistent with its 
provisions, relating to personnel, appointment, ranks, grades, tenure of office, 
promotions, removal, pension and retirement rights, hours of work, civil rights or any 
other rights or privileges of employees of the Town or any office, department or agency 
thereof, shall continue in effect. 

Section 2.  Transfer of Records, Property and Appropriations. 

All records, property and equipment and unexpended appropriations of any 
commission, board, department or office or part thereof, all the powers and duties of 
which are assigned to any other commission, board, department or office by this 
Charter, shall be transferred and delivered intact to the commission, board, department 
or office to which such powers and duties are so assigned. If part of the powers and 
duties of any commission, board, department or office or part thereof are, by this 
Charter, assigned to another commission, board, department, or office, all records, 
property and equipment and unexpended appropriations relating exclusively thereto 
shall be transferred and delivered intact to the commission, board, department or office 
to which such powers are so assigned. 

Section 3.  Legal Proceedings.  

No action or proceeding, civil or criminal, pending on the effective date of this 
Charter, brought by or against the Town or any commission, board, department or office 
thereof, shall be hereby affected. All such actions or proceedings may be continued 
although the functions, powers and duties of any commission, board, department or 
office party thereto may have been assigned or transferred under this Charter. In that 
event, the same may be prosecuted or defended by the head of the commission, board, 
department or office to which such functions, powers and duties have been assigned or 
transferred. 

Section 4.  Existing Laws and Ordinances.  

All General Statutes in their application to the Town and all ordinances, bylaws, 
rules and regulations of the Town and of its boards and commissions shall continue in 
effect except as they are inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter. All special acts 
or parts of Special Acts relating to the Town not inconsistent with this Charter and not 
specifically repealed by prior Charter action shall continue in effect, except as provided 
herein. 

Section 5.  Terms of Existing Office Holders.  

No elected or appointed official serving on the effective date of this Charter as 
revised shall have his/her term shortened or terminated by virtue of this Charter unless 
otherwise provided herein. 
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Section 6.  Amendment of Charter.  

This Charter may be amended in the manner prescribed in the General Statutes 
for local action on Charters and Special Acts as the same may be from time to time 
amended. 

Section 7.  Referendum on Approval of Charter.  

This Charter as revised shall be submitted to the electors of the Town for 
approval at the election to be held on November 3, 20208, 2011.  If a majority of those 
voting shall vote in favor thereof, this Charter as revised shall become effective on 
December 1, 202030 days after the election. 

Section 8.  Severability.  

If any provision of this Charter be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such 
adjudications shall apply only to the provision thus adjudged, and the remainder of this 
Charter shall be deemed valid and effective. 
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