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TRUMBULL DEMOLITION REVIEW COMMITTEE 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025, MINUTES 

  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Brian Fitzgerald 

Debra Silber 
    John Naeher 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

ALSO PRESENT:  Gia Mentillo, Clerk 

RESIDENTS:   John Lauria, 9 Providence Drive 

Mr. Fitzgerald called the meeting to order at 7:39 p.m. 

PUBLIC HEARING  

The Demolition Delay Committee convened to discuss a 600SF building proposed for demolition 
at 6600 Main Street. It is the purview of the Committee to review structures proposed for 
demolition built prior to 1940. All Committee members have independently visited the structure 
in question. The Committee sought to determine: (1) Is the structure the former Upper Long Hill 
School House, (2) is it historically significant, and (3), if both are true, how should the 
Committee proceed.  

Ms. Silber conducted research into the history of the structure which the Committee reviewed 
(documentation attached). During Mr. Naeher’s site visit, he was accompanied by Eric Lott, a 
professional building restoration contractor, who compared images of the Upper Long Hill 
School to the structure in question and determined the two were one in the same. In further 
support of this, Mr. Fitzgerald quoted the following, “…the Upper Long Hill School, which 
stands as a house just beyond the Kimberly Inn. ‘It had outside johns, and we had to carry water 
up the hill. There was a potbellied stove…’” It is believed that the potbellied stove currently at 
the historic society (labelled “Upper Long Hill School”) came from this building. The 
Committee determined the structure in question is most likely that former Upper Long Hill 
School.  

The Committee discussed the history of the structure from its construction in 1894 to present and 
its historic relevance in the community (i.e. only remaining one-room schoolhouse in town, ties 
to Jane Ryan, etc.). The Committee determined the structure to be historically significant and 
would like time to further investigate the structure and possibilities for preservation.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

John Lauria, 9 Providence Drive, shared his knowledge of the history of the structure in question. 
Mr. Lauria is a former president of the Trumbull Historic Society and a current member of the 



Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Commission (though he is not attending in that capacity). He 
informed that many residents along Broadway Road have memories of the schoolhouse and 
suggested interviews could be helpful.  

Mr. Naeher made a motion to trigger the 90-day demolition delay period, Ms. Silber seconded. 
The motioned passed unanimously. See attached decision letter. The Committee will have 90 
days to determine the full significance of the structure and a means of preservation and will 
reconvene once more information is garnered. The decision letter is attached here.  

Mr. Fitzgerald made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Naeher seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Dated at Trumbull, CT this 14th day of February 2025.    
By: Gia Mentillo 




















