Trumbull Nature Commission Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, September 21, 2021
7:00 pm

Present: Chairman Emily Shufrin, Commissioners Jack Boynton and Helen Nordvall
Also Present: Sheryl Baumann from TNAC
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mrs. Shufrin followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Comment
No public comment.
Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mrs. Nordvall to approve the minutes of June 15, 2020 as written. Seconded by
Mr. Boynton and approved unanimously.
TNAC Q&A
Mrs. Baumann shared her report with the Commissioners and is attached to the miniutes. She also
noted the following:
1. The Biannual State Budget (FY2022/2023) has money budgeted for TAC through a grant
application process. The application has been submitted. There is a contract to sign which is
being reviewed. She noted it is a significant amount of money and will wait to reveal the
amount when it is received. These are operational funds and not capital funds. She has been
questioning the State as to what is allowed and found it has to be programming such as
marketing and advertising, contractors, strategic planner, accountant, program supplies and
also, because they teach about native and invasive plants, it is allowable to use some of the
grant funds for work on the grounds. She is working with Mark Cenari to determine the best
way to move forward. No repairs to the building can be made with the funds such as the front
ramp. She is hoping the town will budget for this repair in the future. They will be budgeting
funding for the grounds and the Patrons infrastructure, perhaps a strategic planner. They need
to submit three short term strategic goals and have to work on a long-term plan which they
hope to complete by the end of the year. They will also budget funding for programming to
increase visitation to schools and marketing promotions. This funding is through the
Department of Economic and Community Development, CT Office of Tourism and managed
through the Office of the Arts. TNAC’s application was supported by local legislators. This is a
two-year special grant and funding is not always appropriated by the State. Mrs. Baumann felt
this funding would allow TNAC to grow and that steps taken now will help them in the future.
2. The Horizon Foundation has changed their grant funding request procedures. They now invite
organizations to apply and TNAC was invited to submit an application for a grant for $15,000
which is due October 15. This funding will provide scholarships for underserved students.
3. A St. Joseph High School student came to TNAC with an idea to have children paint feathers and
then take the feathers and make them into a large bird that would be displayed in the kiosk in
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the back. This was a project at the Trumbull Arts Festival on September 19. It was very popular
and they had 80 feathers painted within the first three hours. Mrs. Baumann noted this was a
great community- building art project.
Old Business
Mr. Boyton questioned what came of the town employees walking the property. Mrs. Baumann noted
that the projects they looked at do not have funding in the budget at this time. They did note they will
regrade by the basement garage area but there is no timeline for completion. She is hoping that with
the grant money there may be more progress if TNAC is increasing their visitors. It would be nice to
have an updated facility for them to enjoy on their visits. Liability was briefly discussed. They are
looking to replace the sign at the street through the State Office of Policy and Management. They are
also allowed to do a power wash and deep cleaning of the building. Anything that would last five years
or up to $1,000 is allowable for some property improvements.
Mrs. Shufrin wants to identify a more solid game plan on making the property improvements to make
sure that TNAC is operating at its fullest capacity. This will need to be an effort between the Town and
the Commission to move forward to find what kind of opportunities are available and how they can
work together to make it happen. Mr. Cenari met with Mr. Paris to discuss the new opportunities that
will be coming and he was very supportive of the Nature Center and will assist the Center on some of
the initiatives. TNAC’s reputation is growing and it is a wonderful and positive step going forward into
the community and growing the programs. This will, hopefully, increase revenue and leverage the
Commission in a way that the two entities can work hand in hand. Mrs. Baumann noted she is looking
into increasing programs and is reviewing the regulations associated with this increase.
New Business
Mrs. Nordvall noted her term ends at the beginning of December and she will be stepping down at that
time. This was her last meeting. Mrs. Shufrin thanked her for her work on the Commission.
Adjournment
There being no further business, motion was made by Mrs. Nordvall to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 pm.
Seconded by Mr. Boynton and approved unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk
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Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 110438, Trumbull, CT 06611
Street Address: 7115 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Subject: Report to Nature Commission: September 2021
TNAC Building and Grounds:
- On August 2nd, the Patrons met with George Estrada (Public Works Administration),
Dmitri Paris (Parks and Rec Superintendent), and Richie Infante (Highway Department)
o We were told that there is no money in the budget or additional staff for the Town
to do any more than they are already doing
o We were informed that the highway department will removing the retaining walls
by the garage door near the pond and sloping the land on either side of the garage
door to mitigate the crumbling retaining wall situation
§ No timeline was given
o The roof flashing issue was not addressed
- The town continues to provide pest exterminator maintenance
Summer Field Trips:
- Thirteen Bridgeport Lighthouse site locations visited TNAC on field trips, paid for by
TNAC scholarship fund (Horizon Foundation and Henkel)
- Neighborhood Studios’ Camp Hart visited TNAC on a field trip
- TNAC Instructor visited Ansonia Schools and The Goddard School in Monroe for inschool programs
Summer Programs Held:
- Artists are Scientists, Junior Environmental Scientist programs held at TNAC
- TNAC Instructor visited NIA grounds for a nature interpretive walk
- TNAC Instructor visited the Trumbull Senior Center for a birdhouse craft program
Upcoming Fall Programs (see flyer at end of this report):
-

TNAC will have a tent at the Trumbull Arts Festival on September 19th
o TNAC will launch a Community Art Project at the Festival (see flyer at the end of
this report)
Sunflower Seed Harvest at TNAC
o September 25
Walk with Health Department and TNAC:
o October 2: TNAC Instructor to lead a 1-1/2 hour nature interpretation walk at
Beach Memorial Park in collaboration with the Trumbull Health Department
Spooktacular Trail Walk with Trumbull Health Dept. at TNAC
o October 30: Teen volunteers to be located along TNAC trails with “mystery”
boxes for child visitors to investigate
Trumbull Community Women Fall Shredding Event at TNAC
Patrons of The Trumbull Nature & Art Center | P.O. Box 110438 | Trumbull, CT 06611
The Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center is a 501(c)3 organization.
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-

o October 16th 9am – 12pm
Native American Storytelling at TNAC
o October 16th 6pm – 7:30pm
Wreathmaking at TNAC
o December 4th 10:30am – 12:00pm

Henkel Sustainability Ambassador Program:
-

TNAC is working with Henkel to bring their Sustainability Ambassador program to
Trumbull elementary schools
o Henkel employee volunteers would talk about the sustainability practices that they
use as a corporation, and at home. A craft would be included
§

Trumbull’s elementary science director is enthusiastic about this program
proceeding.
•

A spring 2022 implementation is being planned

Volunteers
o Goodwill of northern and western CT participants continue to volunteer semiweekly
§ Participants sweep, vacuum, clean bathrooms, weed gardens, special
projects such as assembling “nature journals” that were used during
summer field trips
Fundraising
o Applied for and due to be awarded with a $10,000 grant from Henkel for 2021.
o A Connecticut state budget special act line item for TNAC was included in the FY
2022-23 budget.
§ The Patrons of TNAC submitted the required application and are awaiting
final approval and funds allocation
§ Per the Connecticut state Office of Policy and Management, the funds are
for operational expenses, not capital expenses

Submitted by:
Sheryl Baumann
Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center
Phone: 203-452-4421
Email: sbaumann@trumbullnatureandartscenter.org
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Enjoy Outdoor Family Programs This Fall!
TNAC has new programs and returning favorites
for all ages! Learn more about nature in our
beautiful town, make crafts, and enjoy the fall
season. Register soon, space is limited!
To register, visit:

7115 Main Street (Route 25), Trumbull

trumbullnatureandartscenter.org

SUNFLOWER SEED HARVEST
Saturday, September 25, 10:30am – 11:30am
Our mammoth sunflowers will soon be
ready for harvesting! Each registered family
will receive one large sunflower head. We’ll
show you how to remove the seeds, and provide ideas on how
to use your seeds. Families will also be given a dwarf sunflower
plant, pot and soil to take home, and there will be a sunflower
craft for children.
Ages: For families with children ages 3+
Cost: $20 per family
Registration required on TNAC website

TRUMBULL COMMUNITY WOMEN
PAPER SHREDDING EVENT
Saturday, October 19, 9:00am – 12:00pm
The Trumbull Community Women semiannual shredding event. Please bring only
those documents that have sensitive information such as bank
statements, tax returns, etc. Please do not include junk mail
that can be put in your regular recycling.
Rain or shine.
Cost: Free, donations to Trumbull Community Women
accepted
No registration required

BEACH MEMORIAL PARK NATURE
INTERPRETIVE WALK
Saturday, October 2, 10:30am – 12:00pm
Co-sponsored by the Trumbull Nature
& Arts Center and the Trumbull Health
Department, we’ll meet at Trumbull’s Beach Memorial Park
(parking lot by the swimming pool) for a walk led by the
Trumbull Nature & Arts Center’s lead environmental educator,
Mark Ceneri. Mark will talk about this park’s unique natural
features, as well as evidence of autumn’s seasonal changes. Easy
hike. No park sticker needed.
Ages: Appropriate for ages 4 and up
Cost: Free
Registration requested on TNAC website

HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR
TRAIL WALK
Saturday, October 30, 1:00pm – 3:00pm
It’s Halloween time! Do you enjoy
Halloween and all the spooky, gory events
that go along with it? If you do, come join the Trumbull Nature
& Arts Center and the Trumbull Health Department on a
Spooktacular Trail Walk! Walk the trail, follow the mystery
clues and identify the “gory” contents in the mystery boxes.
Ages: Geared to those 7 – 14, but all are welcome.
Come in costime if you’d like!
Easy, approximately half mile walk.
Cost: Free
Registration requested on TNAC website S

NATIVE AMERICAN
STORYTELLING
Friday, October 16, 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Bring a cozy blanket for our gathering
around the campfire in TNAC’s meadow as
we listen to generations-old Native American and other folklore
stories. We’ll roast marshmallows as we hear fascinating tales
such as “How the butterflies came to be” and “The woman who
married a frog.”
Ages: Families, all ages
Cost: $20 per family
Registration required on TNAC website

MAKE YOUR OWN
BLUE SPRUCE
HOLIDAY WREATH
Saturday, December 4, 10:00am – 11:30am
Create your own outdoor wreath to
celebrate the season. We’ll make beautiful wreaths to hang and
display outdoors using natural materials.
Ages: Adults; Children 7+ accompanied by adults
Cost: $20 per wreath
Registration required on TNAC website

Visit: trumbullnatureandartscenter.org for more details

about these and other TNAC programs. Scan code:

Patrons of The Trumbull Nature & Art Center | P.O. Box 110438 | Trumbull, CT 06611
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Paint Your Own Feather to Contribute to the:

Trumbull Soars as One
Community Art Project

You’re invited to join Trumbull families in
creating a unique and colorful mural.

We’ll have feathers to paint at these Trumbull
Nature & Arts Center programs:

The Trumbull Nature & Arts Center supports
local student and artist Danielle Haniph’s vision,
“A bird’s feather is beautiful on its own. But, when
feathers come together to form wings, they become an
unstoppable force in the sky. Here, in Trumbull, we
are all individually beautiful through our personalities
and kindness. But, only together, do we have the power
to soar as one.”
Upon completion, all contributed feathers will be
combined to form one bird with outstretched wings,
to be displayed in the Trumbull Nature & Arts
Center’s rear information kiosk.

• Trumbull Arts Festival (Town Hall) Sept. 19, 10 - 4:00pm
• Sunflower Seed Harvest* Sept. 25, 10:30 - 11:30am
• Native American Storytelling* Oct. 16, 6 - 7:00pm
• Spooktacular Trail Walk Oct. 30, 1 - 3:00pm

For more information, email:
contact@trumbullnatureandartscenter.org

*These programs have a fee to attend, the others are free.
See our website to register for programs:
trumbullnatureandartscenter.org

All feather artists
will receive FREE
coloring pages and
crayons as a thank
you for contributing
to our community
art project!

The Trumbull Nature & Arts Center is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization
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