
Materials Recovery 
Facility (MRF) Inside 
Look

Where does your recycling go after 
you put it in your bin or drop it off at 
the Transfer Station?  

Items are transported to the MRF to be 
sorted by material. 

Let’s take a look inside the MRF and 
learn what you can do to recycle 
better!



Sorting Equipment
Sorts paper, plastic, metal, & glass 



Sorted materials are bailed 
to be transported



What contaminates recycling?
•Loose plastic bags & other tanglers 
•Bagging your recyclables
•Dirty items
• Items that are not accepted 

The MRF can refuse truckloads of recycling if >10% is contaminated



Loose Plastic Bags Damage Sorting Equipment

The sorting equipment is forced to stop about 3 times per day for 45 
minutes to remove plastic bags, hoses, and other loose items that get 
tangled. 

This cost is passed through to the town

Bags tangling 
rollers



Let’s take closer look at the truckload 
from Trumbull…



Bagged items do not get recycled



Loose plastic 
bags and wrap 
should not be put 
in your recycling

Plastic Bags & 
Wrap



Items should be 
empty, rinsed, and 
dry

Plastic containers should be 
rinsed clean and free of food 
residue

Cardboard should be clean and 
dry, pizza boxes without oil 
can be recycled

Dirty(oil covered) 
cardboard 



Some common items that are not accepted & 
contaminate the load

Styrofoam

Textiles 

Plastic toys

Diapers

Personal Protective Equipment (face masks)

Tanglers such as hoses, wire, plastic bags

Shredded paper

Let’s take a look at what we found in  Trumbull’s load



Luggage 

  Styrofoam



  Styrofoam



  Plastic 
Bags

  Metal 
Chairs



Contaminated 
Plastic Bucket



Plastic bags and 
bagged items

Textiles/fabric 
& Toys









Note: Glass can be dropped off at the Trumbull Transfer Station 
to be recycled creating a cost savings to the town and you! 



Single stream recycling information

www.recyclect.com

Trumbull town-specific recycling 
information: 

www.trumbull-ct.gov/903/
Reduce-Reuse-Recycle


